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12/6 meter, or 60 to 564 in the shilling type— ree ie ees 
a range which should never need extension. 
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consistent with sound workmanship, and to give and comply 
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CHEAP. EFFICIENT. RELIABLE. 
é This is a specially light, cheap, and efficient type of Regulator, screwed for W.I. 
connection, with removable top cover for adjusting outlet pressure. 
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Fig. 669. 
These Regulators are suitable for inlet pressures not exceeding 8" water pressure, the outlet 


e pressures being adjustable from 1" to 34". 


State size of screwing required. i 
Adapters can be supplied to suit lead pipe if required. 
SUITABLE FOR CHURCHES, HALLS, FACTORIES, SHOPS, 4 


WORKSHOPS, HOUSES, AND WHEREVER GAS IS USED. 


SENT ON TRIAL—TRY ONE. 


: Thousands Supplied. 
We also supply Regulators for Gas Services, Gas Fires, Stoves, and Street Lamps. 
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The Adoption of Governors to Save Gas was Strongly Urged before the Gas Therm Inquiry Committee, 
at their sitting on Tuesday, January 9. . 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The Institution Meeting and a Trip to Paris. 
Tue annual meeting of the Institution of Gas Engineers, 
under the presidency of Mr. Samuel Tagg, has been fixed 
for Tuesday, June 24, and following days. The Société 


Technique de |’Industrie du Gaz will during the same week | 


be celebrating in Paris the centenary of the gas industry 
in France and the Jubilee of the Société. We are sorry 
the two events clash, as there are no doubt many gas 
men in this country who would have been glad on such 
an occasion to pay a visit to Paris, but will feel honour 
bound to be present at the meeting of the Institution, 


_ and unable to spare the longer absence from their official 
However, the arrangements are such that part | 


duties. 
time can be spent in London and part in Paris. The 
Congress of the Société also opens on June 24. Two Past- 
Presidents of the Institution (Mr. A. E. Broadberry and 





the works. What goes on in the district supplies the 
crucial test as to the success or otherwise of the combined 
operations of a gas undertaking. The test is not always 
to be found in the total sales of gas, as these are in some 
measure dependent upon weather conditions, which cannot 
be humanly regulated, except that the industry is doing its 
utmost to bring about a greater availability of sunlight 
through the development of its sales by the transfer of heat- 
ing operations from coal to gas; but, on the other hand, the 
greater the availability of sunlight, the more the need for 
heating and lighting agents is reduced. On balance, how- 
ever, the industry are and will be large gainers, and so are 


| and will be the community, There are, of course, several 
| factors which contribute to the expansion of the gas business. 


Mr. Thomas Goulden) will officially represent the Institu- | 


tion during the functions; but arrangements are being | 


made so that members of the Institution who desire to 
accept the cordial invitation of our French friends to their 


celebrations may leave London for Paris on Thursday | 
afternoon, June 26, and return to London the following | 


Monday. For those members of the Institution who cannot 
have the pleasure of making the trip to the Continent, a 
visit to the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley is being 
organized for the Friday. 


Opportunities and Progress. 


Tue ramifications of the gas industry are great ; the appli- 
cations of its products manifold. The idealist could not 
picture an industry with greater opportunities; and it is 
because it is making better use of them than ever before 
that it is in these times showing such marked progress. 
There are repressive influences at work which act asa brake 
upon the progress—such as the price and impurities in coal, 
heavy taxation, and so forth; but despite these the industry 
is making good headway. We have ideals as to what con- 
ditions would enable gas undertakings to serve the com- 


munity in the best possible way; but in a world that is | 


composed of so many interests over which the gas industry 
has no control, its own operations are more or less restrained 
by the actions of others. But there is this that is noteworthy 
about the gas industry—it does not allow the drawbacks 
inflicted by outside influences to retard the making of the 
best possible progress in the circumstances in which it is 
Involved, It is doing this to-day, as is well illustrated by 
Dr. Carpenter, the President of the South Metropolitan Gas 


| and are more freely employing those already in use. 


Dr. Carpenter mentioned two which are having (apart from 
the lower price of gas per therm) considerable effect at the 
present time. One is the resumption of building operations 
in the Company’s area, and the other is that existing con- 
sumers are depending more and more upon gaseous energy 
for such of their varied requirements as gas is particularly 
qualified to supply. The result of this latter factor is that 
not only are prepayment consumers increasing their consump- 
tion, but ordinary consumers are installing new appliances, 
In 
fact, the average consumption of slot and ordinary con- 
sumers has never been higher than it is to-day. This is an 
excellent condition from the point of view of a gas under- 
taking. It has economic advantages in respect of capital 
outlay per service connection, and it also tends to create a 
large diversity in the load, which has an important effect in 
respect of greater uniformity in the utilization of plant and 


| therefore of capital. 


ompany, in the address which he delivered to the proprie- | 


tors last W ednesday, and which is reported in extenso in later 
columns of this issue of the‘ JouRNAL.” Progress has been, 
and is being, made all along the line—in the sales and appli- 
cations of gas, in the utilization of secondary products, 


Secondary products, and in promoting the mutual interests 
of employed and employers. 

here is a notable feature in the modern speeches of the 
chairmen of gas companies, which feature stands in striking 
Contras: to the composition of the speeches made not many 
years avo. It shows a welcome trend in gas administrative 
thought. It is not altogether new, but something that has 
had gradual development in recent years. It is the fact that 


oremost place is now being given in the addresses to the | 


Work and accomplishments on the district, and not within 


This increased use of gas by consumers is an entirely 
voluntary one on their part. Dr. Carpenter says they have 
been encouraged in it by two considerations—the reliability 
and cheapness of the agent, which qualities are not found in 
the form of heat energy which is our chief competitor, and 
which is constantly demonstrating to the public the truth of 
the assertion. There is another consideration which must 
not be omitted as a weighty influence. There is no ques- 
tion that to-day labour-saving and cleanliness are important 
factors in directing choice of a heating agent ; and these are 
daily growing in their effect. The greater efficiency of gas 
appliances is also helping in the work of inducing adoption. 
Furthermore, the price of gas has been lowered consider- 
ably, and in comparison with the prices of other commodi- 
ties it stands well. Notwithstanding that prices are higher 
than in pre-war days, it is with them that notable progress 
is being made, which shows there are other considerations 
besides price in the balance. When we take relative costs, 
efficiency in application, constancy, and labour-saving to- 
gether, we see how much advantage gas has over its other 
competitors—coal and electricity—in both domestic and 
industrial service. Simplicity of control and regularity are 
considerations as much in the one service as the other; and 


: | it is because of this that its industrial application is under- 
im the work of gas manufacture, in the development of the | 


going large extension. The more these matters are studied, 
the more one is struck by the potentiality of the gas in- 
dustry, and by the incomparable opportunities it possesses. 
There was also testimony from Dr. Carpenter to the value 
of high-pressure lighting in the shopping centres of South 
London, where some thousands of such lamps are to be seen, 
and also praise for the public lighting department who have 
cleared away all traces of war time, and have restored the 
lighting of South London-to that normal high character 
which it so long possessed. 

Everything that is done in the industry should be directed 
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to the one objective of rendering gas as available as possible 
tor all appropriate applications. The sale of gas is the vital 
thing in all the operations of the industry. It is that which 
sets the limits to its other activities; but those activities 
should be directed to contributing to the utmost to making 
available on the most economic terms the supply of gas at 
the consumers’ meters. In this the secondary products 
have an important place. Dr. Carpenter referred to their 
part. The demand for coke has been good. Consumers 
bave found that it is an. excellent fuel, if used as it should 
be ; but to maintain and increase patronage, as much atten- 
tion as possible should be paid to its quality—especially in 
respect of its ash and moisture content. Tar has done well ; 
but the enterprise of the Company in connection with the 
production of intermediates for dyestuffs has, owing to the 
disorganization of the markets and the low value of the 
German mark, not been profitable, and so it has been 
ended. Ammonia, too, has been disappointing in respect 
of the prices realized. But market conditions are only 
passing phases. More permanent and definite conditions 
are what are engaging our thoughts here. It is necessary, 
in order to make the secondary products as productive as 
possible in the general interests of an undertaking, that the 
question of suitable qualities should be studied with the 
same concern as the quality of gas; and this is what the 
South Metropolitan Company are doing. It is the long 
view that is important in these days when we see competi- 
tion developing in intensity in several directions. We are 
in a comfortable position now ; the prospects for the imme- 
diate future are good; but we must have a care in the 
present for the time beyond the immediate future, in order 
to defend, and progressively make the best use of, our 
opportunities. 

There were many other good points in the address—for 
example, regarding the true appreciation of carbonization 
as a-science, as to co-partnership and other conditions of 
labour, and as to the large capacity the industry possesses 
for employment. The administrators of other industries 
would do well if they would take pattern from the gas in- 
dustry, and seek to do more to unify the interests of those 
providing the requisite capital, and those providing the 
requisite labour. And if our local governors—who are 
engaging, on the one hand, upon the difficult problem 
of unemployment, and, on the other, upon the conversion of 
street lighting from gas to electricity—would only consider 
what Dr. Carpenter says as to the several processes involved 
in the carbonization of coal and dealing with the secon- 
dary products and the extent of labour required by them all, 
they would see that, in the genuine interests of labour, the 
patronage of gas is something that should not be lightly 
abandoned in favour of electricity, which provides less em- 
ployment. 

Here we have only indicated and commented upon points 
in an address which presents in strong characters features 
in the industry’s position and outlook, and which we are 
sure will be widely read with marked interest and, we hope, 
advantage. Its great lesson is that the industry possesses 
considerable opportunities and promise, but those oppor- 
tunities and promise will only be developed to their maxi- 
mum by earnest effort in every direction contributory to 
their materialization. 


Valuation of Scottish Gas Undertakings. 


From time to time we have called attention to the important 
subject of the valuation of gas undertakings for local rates, 
and have sought expert opinion on questions of practice 
that have arisen in connection with the valuation of this 
class of undertaking. Articles have been published dealing 
with the subject. It would appear that these have been 
of advantage to the industry; for in our last issue we 
gave at some length the judgment delivered in the Lands 
Valuation Appeal Court of Scotland on the appeal of two gas 
undertakings—the Stranraer Gas Company and the Cow- 
denbeath Gas Company ; and the finding of the Judges very 
materially altered all previous decisions with respect to gas 
undertakings in Scotland. 

The principal items in dispute in both these cases were 
the amount of capital that a tenant would require in order 
to enable him to carry on the business and to earn the re- 
ceipts, and the allowances to be made on the tenant’s capital. 
It may serve a useful purpose to analyze carefully the 
judgment given in the Cowdenbeath case, as this appears 
to have been argued at greater length, and raised a greater 






of the tenant’s capital in the Cowdenbeath case, the tctal 
amount claimed by the Company under certain items was 
£0210; and, in addition, a further sum of £1091 (which 
included £440 for reserve stock of coal, and £651 for 
fittings and residuals), as well as £2812 expenditure on 
free fittings, and £6330 capital expenditure on services, 
The Valuation Committee had allowed the sum for stocks 
of coal to be included in the tenant’s capital; and Lord 
Hunter, in giving judgment, said ‘‘ he was not prepared to 
advise that the figure should be altered.” The question of 
the coal supply is a most important one for the gas industr 
to-day; and a prudent tenant would, in view of the diffi- 
culties experienced in the past few years in various indus. 
tries through strikes, put-by a reserve stock of coal to safe- 
guard himself from these difficulties. 
The next item under the heading of tenant’s capital was 
the sum of £2812, described as free fittings —7.¢., the internal 
piping in the houses of consumers from the meter to the 
burner, with brackets and sundries. These had been sup- 
plied by the Company, which practice increases the con- 
sumption of gas, and consequently would be reflected in 
the receipts earned by the Company. The Court of Session 
very rightly included these in the tenant’s capital. The 
udge’s ruling on this point followed the important decision 
in the Ipswich Gas Company’s appeal some years ago, 
which went to the High Court. 

A further claim was for £6330 for services; and it is a 
little difficult to see how this claim could have been main- 
tained, except on the grounds that a statutory Company 
are compelled to supply a certain length of piping—not 
necessarily tothe meter. But had the point been raised, and 
a claim made, on the ground of the difference in the cost 
of the length of piping which the Company are compelled to 
supply and the cost of any extra piping required, it might 
well have been included in the amount of ihe capital which 
the tenant would have to find out of his own pocket. This 
would appear to be an important point in the consideration 
of this item in the valuation of a gas undertaking ; and it is 
commended to the consideration of those Companies whom 
it may affect in Scotland. 

The next question that arose was as to the meters and the 
cookers. It has been explained in previous articles that 
many of the assessors have for some time past included 
cookers as part of the tenant’s capital, notwithstanding the 
judgment given in the year 1905 in the Kirkcaldy Gas Light 
Company’s case; and it is satisfactory to find that the views 
expressed in these columns from time to time have now had 
the approval of the Court of Session. 

Another very important item which arose in connection 
with the tenant’s capital was the number of months’ work- 
ing expenses which should be allowed to the tenant in order 
to enable him to earn the receipts. The Company claimed 
five months’ working expenses. The Valuation Committee 
allowed three months only; and the latter figure had the 
sanction of the Court. It is material to consider the reason 
for only three months’ working expenses having been al- 
lowed. It was proved in evidence before the Valuation 
Committee that this particular Company received a large 
sum of money weekly in respect of slot meter receipts ; and 
any hypothetical tenant would take into consideration, in 
fixing the amount of tenant’s capital he would require, this 
particular point. But itis exceedingly important in reading 
the judgment to take particular notice of the words which 
Lord Hunter used in connection with this allowance. He 
said, “there is no absolute rule on the mattey”»—in fact, the 
assessment of every undertaking must be fixed upon the 
circumstances of each case. It is impossible, as Lord 

Hunter said, “to fix an absolute rule on the matter.” 

The next item, and one of considerable importance to the 
industry, is the allowance on tenant’scapital. The \ alua- 
tion Committee had allowed 7 p.ct. as interest on the capital 
the tenant had involved, whereas the Court of Session re- 
duced this to 5 p.ct.—a figure which was allowed in the 
Kirkcaldy case in 1905. If 5 p.ct. was right in'1905, it's 
submitted that to-day the tenant of a gas undertaking could 
not borrow at the same rate of interest as he did twenty 
years ago. It does appear to us that very often in dealing 
with the valuation of this class of undertaking, the status 
of the landlord and the tenant are not fully considered. In 
all probability, the landlord of the heritage could borrow 
money at a much lower rate of interest on works and mains; 
but, as regards the tenant, on his capital (which is made uP 
mostly of mere chattels), it would appear that the money 





number of points, than the Stranraer one. On the question 





on these could not be borrowed at anything like 5 p.ct. 
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Then, again, in a previous article dealing with this ques- 
tion of tenant’s capital, it was proved conclusively that 
the allowance for the tenant’s share, interest of 5 p.ct. and 
20 p.ct. for profits, was insufficient to pay the income-tax 
demand alone. Income-tax at 4s. 6d. in the pound is a 
factor which must be taken into consideration in fixing the 
rate of interest and the profits that a tenant should have, 
and would require, to induce him to work such an under- 
taking as a gas-works. 

With regard to the allowance of three months’ working 
expenses as a part of the tenant’s capital, it may have been 
justified in this particular instance ; but following the words 
of Lord Hunter “ that no absolute rule can be laid down” 
we should have preferred to see this particular item in the 
valuation set out in another form. In Scotland some under- 
takings read their meters every two months, some every 
three, and some every four months. Whatever period is 
taken as the calculation for ascertaining the floating cash 
that would be required, it appears to us that it would have 
been better to ascertain the period the tenant would have to 
work before he can read his meters, issue the accounts, and 
collect the same, and give credit for a proportion of the slot 
meter receipts collected during an average period. In 
arriving at the calculation in this manner, it might have been 
made to apply to every particular undertaking, as some 
confusion may now arise in the minds of those deal- 
ing with the assessments of gas undertakings as to the 
proper way of ascertaining this particular figure. It may 
be that the Court of Session or the Valuation Committee 
had this information before them to enable this decision to 
be taken; but each case must be treated on its merits. 

We are mindful of the importance of this question of 
the assessments of gas undertakings, and will from time to 
time call attention in our columns to the various points that 
arise, so that the industry can be kept informed on matters 
that may affect various undertakings, for we appreciate full 
well that different circumstances governing valuations must 
arise. 


Public Lighting Specialists. 


Tue inaugural conference of the new Institution of Public 
Lighting Engineers and Superintendents has been held; 
and the proceedings augur well for an existence of consider- 
able value to those authorities whose functions incorporate 
the provision of adequate and scientific lighting in our 
streets, and to the public for whose service—in respect of 
comfort, protection, and amenity—such lighting is designed. 
At the meeting there were delegates from all parts of Eng- 
land and Scotland ; and the enthusiasm of the members was 
of an order that gives great encouragement to those who 
conceived and promoted the new organization. The pro- 
gramme for the day was largely the work of the energetic 
Hon. Secretary (Mr. W. J. Liberty, the Lighting Superin- 
tendent of the City of London). It was complete in its 
interest, including the inspection of special features of the 
lighting of London, with which’ perhaps no man has larger 
acquaintance than Mr. Liberty. The only thing he could 
not do to make the inspection a success in every particular 
was to provide propitious weather. It was wintry and 
uncomfortable. Nevertheless, the opportunity was not to 
be lost by the visitors; and, after it was over, it was felt 
that the lessons of the trip repaid any inconvenience incurred 
in making it. 

Returning to the proceedings at the conference, we will 
only deal on this occasion with the Presidential Address of 
Mr. S. B. Langlands, of Glasgow. The characteristics of 
that address were highly appropriate to the inaugural meet- 
ing; and if a case were required to justify the formation 
and continued existence of the Institution, that case was 
admirably set forth in it. ‘The importance of street light- 
ing, and the need to-day of producing in the streets of our 
cities and towns efficient lighting conditions at night, were 
Presented. Any member of a lighting authority reading 
the address cannot fail to appreciate that this is a depart- 
Ment oi civic work that is second to none—save the water 
and sanitary systems. It is something more than a public 
utility, inasmuch as it makes our streets serviceable at 
night as well as by day ; it protects life; prevents, or is the 
enemy of, crime ; and helps to purify our streets by assisting 
‘o banish much that is repulsive, and would otherwise be 
hidden under the cloak of night. The scope of work for the 
new organization is boundless ; and the importance of the 
Service rendered by public lighting engineers and superin- 
‘endents claims for their “Institution all the encourage- 
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ment lighting authorities can give to it. This is a fast- 
moving age; and the fact calls for a revision of the lighting 
standards and notions of a past day. Public lighting as 
well as other things must advance with the times. What 
was suitable for four-wheeled cabs and horse-drawn buses 
will not do for the days of motor cars and other me- 
chanically propelled conveyances. The demand for road 
traffic was never so great as now; and possibly it is as 
well that it is fairly fast running, or the congestion on road- 
ways might be more painful to pedestrians than, in some 
localities, it is already. The convenience of greater speed 
is something for which there has to be legislation in the 
other conditions of our streets—in the construction of the 
roadways, and in their lighting. The one is as essential 
as the other. The greater the use of the streets, too, the 
greater the need for providing for safety.’ The mere in- 
creasing of the power of the units of light is not sufficient ; 
that may do more harm than good. Every street, every 
place, claims treatment according to use and prevailing 
conditions. Street lighting cannot be reduced to set 
formule or standards. There must be the architects of 
street lighting—those who are competent to design and 
plan in consistence with local requirement. One of the 
reasons for the formation and existence of the new Institu- 
tion is that, by conference, the knowlédge and informa- 
tion derived from experience, experiment, and research 
may receive expansion. 

It is rather singular that the organization of ‘street light- 
ing engineers and superintendents has been so long com- 
ing about. Common sense tells us what Mr. Langlands’ 
address so well portrays, that street lighting under modern 
conditions must be the work of specialists. It is something 
that must not be done in any perfunctory way, without 
heed of principles and circumstances. The day has passed 
for the old method of setting-up lamp-posts of the same 
height, so many yards apart, staggered, and surmounted by 
a light of so many candle power, or a burner of a given 
consumption. That will not suit the conditions of to-day. 
Street lighting is an art and a science; and it is largely so 
because circumstances are so dissimilar even in one lighting 
area, and therefore require to be dealt with by a man who 
is a specialist, has good discriminating power, has super- 
visory competence, and capable of maintaining the standard 
of the work he does, and not only so, but by experiment 
and investigation, is able to improve upon it. In street 
lighting, as in other things, invention is restless; and as it 
enables higher efficiencies to be obtained—perhaps more 
economically—the public lighting engineer or superinten- 
dent is the man to do it. It is the duty of the lighting 
authority, wherever situated, to see that these things are 
done—to secure public satisfaction in this matter by com- 
plying with the need for night illumination, well distri- 
buted, and inoffensive to the eyes of pedestrians and drivers. 
This can only be realized by having a competent head for 
the work. Just any Tom, Dick, or Harry will not do for 
it. Moreover, the competent man now in charge should 
have an understudy, so that the supply of qualified experts 
can be maintained. Public lighting should be treated with 
the seriousness that its technical and utilitarian importance 
claims for it; only by so treating it can the maximum 
efficiency be secured. : 

The address of the President shows that the aspirations 
and ambitions of the Institution are high. He is hopeful 
that the local authorities will co-operate with it in the 
fullest possible manner. We do not think he will appeal 
in vain—at any rate, to public lighting authorities who 
recognize the importance of the lighting of the streets 
conforming with modern conditions. The Institution has 
a good purpose to serve, and that purpose is for the bene- 
fit of the community rather than for that of the individual 
member. The individual is only the vehicle for the appli- 
cation to practice of that which he learns or that which 
broadens experience. It is for the advantage of the service 
under his care that the public lighting engineer or super- 
intendent will attend the meetings of the new organization. 
Ways and. means should be found for facilitating that at- 
tendance, and not by expenditure from the private purses 
of the members. Many public utility undertakings under 
the control of local authorities provide for the expenses in- 
curred by their chief officials and junior members of the 
staff in attending meetings of such organizations. It is 
money well spent. As we write, we remember seeing 
clauses in some local authority Acts which express!¥ em- 
power the payment’of money for this purpose. Running 
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through a handful of Acts and Bills, a clause so enacting is 
noticed in the Rotherham Corporation Bill of this session ; 
and a little lower down we come across the Bolton Cor- 
poration Act of 1922, with a similar clause. It may be 
useful to quote it: 
The Corporation may pay out of the Borough Fund, as ex- 
penses incurred by them under the Municipal Corpora- 
tions Act, 1882, reasonable subscriptions (whether annual 
or otherwise) to the funds of any association of municipal 
corporations or of local authorities or their officers, formed 
for the purpose of consultation as to their common in- 
terests, and the discussion of matters relating to local 
government, and any reasonable expenses of the attendance 
of any members or officers of the corporation (not exceed- 
ing in any case four) at conferences or meetings of such 
associations or any of them, and the cost of purchasing re- 
ports and contributing towards the expenses of the proceed- 
ings of any such conferences or meetings. 
But, without such express power, there are local authorities 
who find ways and means of defraying the expenses of their 
technical officers in attending the meetings of organizations 
with objects advantageous to the carrying-on of public work. 
In this respect the executive officials of municipal bodies 
ought not to be in any worse position than those of public 
utility concerns run by private enterprise. 

One thing we hope is that the new organization will main- 
tain a strict independence in relation to other organizations, 
except in respect of co-operation and conference. And we 
trust it will also try to cultivate independence and dis- 
interestedness so far as local gas and electricity undertakings 
are concerned. Public lighting isathing apart. It should 
be a neutral customer, and free from any controlling influ- 
ence from, or bias in favour of, any one particular agent, in 
order that those who are responsible for the highest eco- 
nomy and efficiency in street lighting may select the means 
to that end without the use of curb and rein, and with clear 
impartiality. 


Ignorance and Local Councillors. 


IGNORANCE can be not only misleading ; it can be very un- 
just. It is often found, when members of our local govern- 


ing bodies are dealing with gas affairs, that they display and 
apply an extraordinary amount of that valueless quality, 
and yet the assurance with which they make their state- 
ments suggests they are speaking (as they believe) per- 
fectly honestly. Ignorance on matters of public importance 
is something to be deplored in people elected to represent 


the public, and to administer their affairs. If their know- 
ledge of them is fundamentally wrong, then their decisions 
are almost bound to go astray. We should be better pleased 
if ignorance was not so frequently accompanied by evidence 
of hostility to gas suppliers, and by innuendo as to their 
want of honesty. When the report (referred to last week) 
of the Public Control Committee came before the London 
County Council, Mr. J. D. Gilbert (who is not only a mem- 
ber of the Council, but a member of Parliament) stated that, 
when the therm system was adopted, there was a condition 
in the Gas Regulation Act which imposed upon the gas 
companies the obligation to adapt the fittings of consumers 
to the ‘“‘new type” of gas supplied by them. In many 
cases, he added, the fittings have not been altered by the 
gas companies; and he inquired whether anything could 
be done to induce the companies to carry this out. There 
are two misstatements there due to want of knowledge, and 
they need not have been made public, and received circula- 
tion, had Mr. Gilbert thought fit to verify them. There 
has been no “ new type’”’ of gas supplied; and the cbligation 
upon the gas undertakers only comes into operation upon 
an alteration in the declared calorific value of the gas 
supplied. Then they have, at their own expense, to take 
such steps as may be necessary to alter, adjust, or replace 
the burners in consumers’ appliances in such manner as to 
secure that the gas can be burned with safety and efficiency, 
except in the case of any consumer who objects to such 
alteration, adjustment, or replacement. 

There can also be the strongest possible protest against 
the remark of Dr. Alan Randle, that it was natural that gas 
companies, being private enterprises, should keep to the 
old fittings in order that people should burn as much gas as 
possible. It is one of the most unnatural things in the 
world that gas companies should encourage the use’ of old 
wasteful fittings and appliances. Such a course, in view of 
competition, would be disastrous, and altogether repugnant 
to the desire to obtain acontinuous and permanent increase 
of business. We take it Dr. Randle isa medical practitioner. 





If so, how would he like it to be suggested that he dealt 
with his patients in a manner which delayed their recovery 
to health, with the mercenary object of enriching himself 
at their expense. Really we cannot understand men who, 
without any authority, impute actions to others that befit 
rogues rather than honest men. Gas administrators know 
that the giving of satisfaction through efficiency is the best 
advertiser they can have; and neither efficiency nor satis- 
faction is to be obtained from appliances which waste «as, 
And then another error. Dr. Randle stated that the “ fact” 
that, under the Gas Regulation Act, the onus is laid on gas 
companies to inspect their fittings periodically is not known 
to the ordinary consumer. It is not a fact. The onus to 
make a periodical inspection has not come; but it may do 
so. Nothing more is imposed by the Act than the inspec- 
tion and alteration or regulation of burners on a change of 
declared calorific power. Gas companies have no desire to 
keep from the public the actual extent of their obligations, 
or to evade them ; but they would much prefer in this re- 
gard that the public should be properly informed, and not 
have misrepresentation circulated among them, by the 
members of local governing bodies. However, on the point 
as to the inspection of fittings, the Chairman of the Public 
Control Committee (Mr. Cyril Jacobs) mentioned that this 
is a matter which is under their consideration. It is being 
considered in a good many quarters, and more will be heard 
of it as time passes. 
ELE LID LE POLI TIE YS ME 


Defective Fittings. 


There was a great deal of interesting matter in the address 
which Mr. Charles Hunt delivered to the proprietors of the South 
Suburban Gas Company last Friday. It all tended to show how 
carefully the Company are pursuing their way with the view of 
rendering the best service to the consumers, and thereby increas- 
ing the stability of the concern. Among the matters of general 
importance to the gas industry to which he alluded is that of defec- 
tive fittings. He strongly emphasized the subject at the meeting 
twelve months ago. The presence of indifferent fittings on the 
market is a very serious trouble to gas undertakings, and chiefly 
because they tend to bring, in one way or another, their primary 
commodity into disrepute. A year ago, a movement was being 
strongly advocated (as it had been before by Dr. Carpenter) 
against the marketing of unreliable and inefficient appliances. 
At the time, Mr. Hunt said “it is greatly to be hoped that the 
gas industry will not allow the movement to cease until it has 
brought down every make of indifferent fittings.” On this occa- 
sion, he is curious to know how many gas undertakings have 
acted upon the suggestion. This is one of those matters that is 
vital to the best interests of the industry; and yet, though the 
importance has been urged with so much cogency, it is allowed 
by many to lapse into a state of oblivion, as a question of 10 
moment. 


The Dockers’ Strike. 


All negotiations last week in an effort to arrive at agree: 
ment over the demands of the dockers, proved abortive; and the 
strike commenced at noon last Saturday. The demands were for 
an advance of 2s. a day in wages, increased piecework rates, re- 
vision of differential rates, and abolition of casual labour. We 
will not go into the question of the merits of the case pyro ¢f con; 
but neither side seems free from blame for the present posi- 
tion, which will, unless quickly terminated, injure the country 
very seriously. The employers did not show any disposition at 
the beginning of the trouble to deal promptly with the claims; 
and the Transport Workers’ Union kept a stiff back over the 25 
increase, and would not accept the offer of an immediate rise oi 
1s., leaving the second 1s. the subject of arbitration. How 
ever, the country is faced with a complete cessation of unloading 
and loading work at all ports and docks. Some 120,000 dockers 
are idle to-day. Associated with the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union in the dispute are a number of. other Unions; 
but the members of these are involved only so far as their work 
is in and about the docks. Everything has been done to make 
the stoppage as effective as possible, even to the severance of the 
link connecting the railways with the docks. All gas undertakings 
obtaining seaborne deliveries of coal must temporarily have 
recourse to railborne coal—if obtainable; and shipmeuts of 
coke and sulphate of ammonia will stop. Every day of the stop: 
page will inflict a grave injury upon the trade of the country, and 
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upon industrial employment. It is a serious business, and one 
with which the Labour Government cannot well cope. They 
find themselves perhaps more impotent than would be a Govern- 
ment having other origin, inasmuch as they must be prejudiced 
in favour of the Unions; if not, they will not care to take up 
any impartial attitude which would have the slightest appearance 
of being opposed to the support of the Unions in the attainment 
of their full measure of claim. The new Government do not find 
their position a bed of roses. 


Workmen’s Compensation. 


Members of the National Gas Council will shortly receive 
information as to an offer the Central Executive Board have re- 
ceived to include in policies the provisions of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act, 1923, at rates which show a very small increase 
upon those originally agreed. This looks like something more 
moderate than certain other offers. 


Mining Subsidences. : 

It is expected that next month the Royal Commission on 
Mining Subsidences will be hearing evidence by the National 
Gas Council. Mr. S. S. Ogilvie (Joint Manager) will represent 
them on behalf of the gas industry. The Royal Commission 
will also be making district visits, and then evidence will be 
submitted by representatives of the industry in the Northern, 
Lancashire, South Wales, and Scottish districts. 


Rating and Valuation Bill. 


It is doubtful whether, iu the present political situation, the 
proposed Rating and Valuation Bill introduced by the late 
Government, will find an opening in the legislative programme ; 
anyway it may not be adopted in its entirety by the new Govern- 
ment. But councils, organizations, and large industrial concerns 
continue to investigate the scheme to ascertain whether or not 
its proposals are acceptable, or should be amended. The Central 
Executive Board of the National Gas Council have had before 
them the report of the Committee appointed to consider the Bill; 
and their present views are embodied in brief form in the minutes 
of the Board as published inlater columns. They think it should 
be optional for classes of undertakings or individual undertakings 
to apply to the proposed central authority to be valued on new 
principles, or on the basis of the present law. As to the suggested 
general percentage deductions from gross value, it has been agreed 
that the proposal contained in the second schedule to the Bill 
would operate very unequally, and would not be a satisfactory 
solution. The Committee are further exploring this matter. In 
answer to a proprietor at the South Metropolitan Gas Company’s 
meeting, Dr. Carpenter stated that the Company had dealings 
with some nine rating authorities, who, on the whole, show a dis- 
position to treat the Company fairly. Therefore, he does not see 
why they should do anything to encourage the substitution of the 
suggested central authority. However, the Board are carefully 
watching the position, so that present views must not be taken 
as final, 


Remission of Surcharges. 


The action of the Minister of Health in remitting the Poplar 
surcharge is to be discussed in the House. The Government are 
in a quandary over the maiter. They little expected that this 
act of clemency towards their spendthrift friends would have 
serious consequences for them. But they find that Mr. Asquith 
and those Liberals who helped them to take into their hands the 
reins of Government are not going to suffer them to use their 
power to wipe out the penalties of illegality on the part of pro- 
digal local governing bodies. The ratepayers have their right to 
Proiection. By the way, the Minister of Health has not stayed 
his considerate treatment of local governing bodies. A sur- 
charge of £293 made upon members of the former Southwark 
Borough Council in respect of a printing contract (due to declin- 
ing the lowest tender) has also been remitted. 


—— 








—, 





Wales and Monmouthshire Junior Gas Association.—There is 
to be a meeting of the Association in the Gas Offices, Cardiff, at 
6 o'clock next Saturday evening (the 23rd inst.), when Dr. E. W. 
Smith, F.1.C., will give an address on “ Current Problems.” 





PERSONAL. 





The impending retirement, on account of having reached the 
age limit, of Mr. GEorcE CLarry, the General Manager and Sec- 
retary of the Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Company, after nearly 
forty years of active service, has already been announced in the 
“JouRNAL.” The Directors, we are pleased to learn, have now 
appointed Mr. H. D. MappeEn, M.Inst.C.E. (who bas for some 
fifteen years been Chief Engineer of the Company), Engineer and 
Manager, and Mr. Rosert J. AUCKLAND (who has been with the 
Company since 1894) Secretary. Mr.Madden went fromthe Gas 
Light and Coke Company to Cardiffin 1906, and during his tenure 
of office as Chief Engineer the Grangetown Works have been 
remodelled and reconstructed, so as to render them thoroughly 
up-to-date. Besides being a member of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, he is on the roll of the Institution of Mechanical Engi- 
neers and the Institution of Gas Engineers, being a member of 
the Council and Chairman of the Examination Board of the 
latter body. Heis also a Past President of the Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire Institution of Gas Engineers. 


As a mark of their esteem and appreciation of the services of 
Mr. W. J. FEARNSIDEs, for over 22 years Secretary of the Aber- 
ystwyth Gas Company, the Board of Directors have presented him 
with a cheque for £500. The presentation was made at a dinner 
at the Queen’s Hotel on Friday night, at which the Mayor and 
Corporation were present. Mr. Henry Woodall (the Chairman of 
the Company) presided, and was supported by other Directors, 
and Mr. J. Gaunt (Engineer and Manager). In making the pre- 
sentation, the Chairman referred to the good feeling that existed 
between the Company and the Corporation, and said this was 
largely due to the kind-heartedness of Mr. Fearnsides. He never 
knew a man who was so successful in doing great things in a 
small way. Ino serving the Company, he had also served the town, 
and would leave behind him a name to be cherished by all who 
knew him. Mr. Fearnsides said he deeply appreciated the kind- 
ness of the Board in making the gift, but he valued much more 
the esteem and goodwill of his fellow townsmen. 


The Burton-upon-Trent Corporation have increased the salary 
of Mr. WiLL1amM WILtson, their Gas Engineer and Manager, as 
from the 1st inst., by £70 per annum net, with a further {50 a 
year at Jan. 1 next. 


Mr. W. Gorpon Apam, the Superintendent of the Product 
Works of the Gas Light and Coke Company at Beckton, has been 
elected an Associate Member of the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers. 


Mr. T. A. M‘KEnna has been appointed London representative 
of the Staveley Coal and Iron Company, Ltd., for the sale of 
pipes and castings, and will be in charge of their office at No. 34, 
Victoria Street, Westminster, from the 1st prox. 


The Burnley Corporation Gas Committee have decided to 
advertise for an assistant engineer in succession to Mr. Clegg, 
who was recently appointed the Gas Engineer and Manager. The 
salary will be £450 per annum, rising to £590. [The vacancy was 
advertised in last week’s“* JourNAL.”] Mr. G. LANGSTRAETH, 
assistant draughtsman, has been appointed second assistant 
engineer. 


—_ 
—_— 


OBITUARY. 








With us, very many other friends in the gas industry will much 
regret to learn of the death, in the early hours of the morn- 
ing of the r2th inst., of Mrs. Mary H. B. Taytor, the wife of 
Mr. Frank C. Taylor, Engineer and Secreiary of the Shanklin Gas 
Company, and mother of Mr. Frederick W. Taylor, Engineer and 
Manager of the Ryde Gas Light Company. Mrs. Taylor was well 
known to members of the Institution of Gas Engineers, in the ex- 
cursion meetings of which she frequently took part. 


We are sorry to have to record the death, at the age of 63, of 
Mr. FREDERICK FuLForp, the Manager of the Bideford Gas- 
Works. His working life was devoted to the Bideford Gas Light 
and Coke Company, whose service he entered when 12 years old. 
He had thus been associated with the undertaking for over 50 
years—the last 35 as Manager. Mr. Fulford had been in failing 
health for some months, and had been confined to his bed since 
Christmas, when he was exceedingly ill, but made a wonderful 
temporary recovery. He leaves a widow and nine grown-up 
children, with whom, and the other relatives, much sympathy is 
felt in their sad bereavement. 








TES 





Midland Association of Gas Engineers and Managers.—It has 
been arranged for the annual general meeting of the Association 
to take place in the Grand Hotel, Birmingham, at 2.30, on Thurs- 
day, March 13. Detaiis will be announced later. 


West Riding of Yorkshire Salesmen’s Circle.—The next meeting 
of the Circle will be held in Sheffield on Feb. 27, when Mr. 
Frank T. Rennison, of the Sheffield Gas Company, will read a 
paper on “ The Industrial Load.” Members are to assemble 
outside the Midland Station, Sheffield, at 2 33. 
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY MEMORANDA. 


WueEn the Governor of the Gas Light and Coke Company (Mr. 
D. Milne Watson) stated, in his recent address to the proprietors, 
that that Company alone produce approximately in). year as 
much energy—light,heat,and power—asis 
generated in the form of electricity by the 
electricity supply undertakings of Great 
Britain, he added that he thought this 
would cause a great deal of astonishment to’people in the electrical 
world, as well as to many persons in the gas industry. The 
thought has materialized. So much so has it astonished at least 
two electrical journalists that they do not know what comment 
to make that has any real value. A further calculation by the 
Governor was that, if the Company were to be swept out of exist- 
ence, and be replaced by an electrical undertaking, the latter 
would require to use at least 3 million tons of coal a year instead 
of the 2 millions the Company now use; and, in addition to the gas 
produced from the 2 million tons, the Company have to the credit 
of their processes, the coke, tar and products, and ammonia pro- 
ducts. The electrical journalists do not contest the truth of the 
Governor’s statement. It is altogether beyond them to deal 
seriously with the matter, and show that it is fundamentally and 
hopelessly wrong. Their only line of escape is to,treat the state- 
ments humorously, as though they possess no foundation and are 
altogether erroneous. But that will not do. There is truth in 
what the Governor said, or there isnot.- Which is it? ‘ Meteor” 
in the “ Electrical Times ’’ fences with the statements by saying : 
* As to details, until Mr. Watson gives away the basis of his most 
unkind comparison, we can say little.” Then “ Meteor” makes 
a stupid declaration as to what he suspects. He remarks: “We 
shall venture to suspect that Mr. Milne Watson regards gas in all 
its functions as an ideal heat agent working at 100 p.ct. efficiency. 
Of the thermal units in a cubic foot of gas, not one is lost; 
combustion is perfect, ventilation is perfect also, and involves no 
losses; flues carry off no heat; the purposeful blue flame gets 
home to its business every time, and wastes not so much heat as 
would scorch a flea’s whiskers.” Does “ Meteor ” of the “ Elec- 
trical Times” really think that the Governor of the Gas Light 
and Coke Company is so foolish as is suggested by those inane 
remarks? Our journalistic friend should note that this is one 
Gas Company—true the largest—against all the electric supply un- 
dertakings of Great Britain. However, he believes he has disposed 
of it all when he says that “it is precisely on a point of efficient 
application that electricity beats gas every time hands down.” 
Is that the end of the story? Let “ Meteor” take a ton of coal 
expended in gas manufacture or electricity generation, give credit 
to the gas and the electricity undertakings respectively for the 
value of their products, then apply the heat of those products to 
useful service, and tell us whether “electricity beats gas every 
time hands down,” in respect of the efficient application of the 
original heat of the coal. That is the real test, though, as a matter 
of fact, when one goes through the applications of both agents, we 
find that, from the point of view of efficiency, gas beats electricity 
every time in the vast amount of work done on a cooker hot- 
plate ; in room heating, it is less than 20 p.ct. behind electricity, 
and the B.Th.U. supplied in the form of gas are much cheaper 
than those delivered in the form of electricity ; for water-heating 
gas can also beat its electrical competitor every time. Do the 
differences in application efficiency compensate for the differences 
in efficiency at the producing end? “Meteor” your claim does 
not go far enough; if it went farther, you would convict elec- 
tricity of both uneconomy and inefficiency. Householders know 
this; hence the difficulties met with by electricity in domestic 
electrification. 


The Governor’s 
Comparison. 


If “Meteor” is funny, a writer in the 
“ Electrician” is even more so in his 
puny efforts to detract from the elec- 
trically unpalatable comparisons of the 
Governor. He says that to take energy values for such a com- 
parison is misleading ; but he doesnot say why. Energy “ values” 
which show the demand for energy to perform certain work are 
the best means of making comparison; and what the Governor 
was showing were the differences in coal consumption and 
product which would occur in the event of a change-over of the 
Company’s gas system to electricity. Our contemporary thinks 
it is a little significant that the progress of an undertaking which 
has been established for over one hundred years should be cheer- 
fully compared with an industry which has only been in being for 
just over forty, and which—the old complaint—has suffered as few 
other industries have done from legislative interference, and which 
has had to fight severe competition, teach the public, and make 
technical improvements as it went along. Has not the gas 
industry similarly suffered? And has it not had to do the same 
things? Is not a period of forty years sufficient time in which to 
establish an industry technically and commercially; and during 
that same forty years, the gas industry has made remarkable pro- 
gress. We advise our friend to look up the data and ascertain 
tor himself the exact position. Our contemporary then proceeds 
to compare incompatibles, and judge them on percentages which 
have no equality in respect of their foundation. He notices that 
“while the make of the Gas Light and Coke Company rose from 


Postulation, but No 
Definite Facts. 





33,000,000,000 c.ft. in 1922 to 35,000,000,000 c.ft. in 1923—an in- 
crease of 6 p.ct., the electricity generated in the same approxim:te 
period increased by 17°5 p.ct.” Our contemporary has got mixed 
up between gas makes and sales; and the figures are not correct. 
But that does not matter much so far as the argument goes. 1i it 
will tell us what quantity of electrical energy the 17°5 p.ct.is baced 
upon, and (to save the arithmetical calculation) the amount of 
energy the 17°5 p.ct. represents, we will show him reasons why 
such percentage comparisons are absurd. Then we have the 
postulation that ‘even presuming [of course, this is not by any 
means an assumption] that the generation of gas is more efficient 
than that of electricity, at the place of use these relations are cer- 
tainly reversed, and electricity gives much more useful service 
than gas.” Regarding that statement, it would be interesting to 
know exactly what efficiencies our contemporary places upon the 
various applications of gas and electricity ; and then to ascertain 
how those efficiencies stand in relation to the heat energy utilized 
in production, and in respect of cost. Comparison cannot stop 
short at mere postulation ; it is necessary to go farther to get at 
the truth. Another point advanced is that the ‘‘ convenience and 
flexibility of electricity are factors which must be taken into con- 
sideration in any comparison, though they cannot easily be intro- 
duced into statistics.” What is wrong with the convenience and 
flexibility of gas as a household agent? And we may add to 
“ convenience and flexibility,” reliability and economy. However, 
“reading between the lines,” our contemporary “ gathers that Mr. 
Watson is not so happy as he wishes us to believe.” ‘‘ Canit be,” 
it asks, “that his feet are becoming chilly?” We think not. 
With an increase in sales in two years of 22,742,748 therms, or 
2;274,274,800,000 B.Th.U., we feel assured that the feet of the 
Governor of the Gas Light Company are anything but chilly. 
His cheerfulness and that of the proprietors of the Company 
give a negative answer to the question of our contemporary. 


Our journalistic friends appear to be so 
Comparative Figures. uncertain as to the Governor’s calcula- 
tion, that we will give them, off our own 
bat, a few data to occupy their minds. The Governor said that 
to supply the energy required 3 million tons of coal a year would 
be needed by the electricity undertaking compared with the 
2 million tons carbonized by the Company. Assume 1000 units of 
electricity per ton are produced from the 3 million tons, we have 
3000 million units, which, multiplied by 3620 B.Th.U. per unit, 
gives 10,860,000 million B.Th.U. The total production of gas by 
the Company last year was 183,542,483 therms, which is equal to 
18,354,248,300,000 B.Th.U. Excluding water gas, 2,055,117 tons 
of coal were carbonized, from which 26,550,815,000 c.ft. of gas 
were produced of an average calorific value of 502 B.Th.U. The 
total B.Th.U. produced as gas from the coal was therefore 
13,806,423°8 millions, to say nothing of the coke, tar, ammonia, 
and other products. In the difference between 10,860,000 million 
B.Th.U. for electricity and the 13,806,423°8 million B.Th.U. for 
the coal gas, is there not a sufficient margin to please both 
“ Meteor ” and the writer in the “ Electrician” in respect of the 
greater professed efficiency of electricity inapplication? Perhaps 
they will also note this—that the water gas is produced from the 
coke made from the same coal, and for this we have taken no 
credit in these figures. We shall be pleased to read their com- 
ments on the figures, which give a large amount of—in fact, too 
much—credit to electricity having regard to the actual average 
production of electrical energy per ton of coal. 


The electricity industry will no doubt 
feel highly honoured, and so will the 
Electrical Development Association, by 
the action the “ Electrician” is proposing 
to take to give the electricity industry a little development fillip; 
and incidentally no doubt it is hoped that the piece of enterprise 
will, in the long-run, be of advantage to the “ Electrician ” itself. 
The very idea of the scheme suggests that our contemporary’s 
view is that the electricity industry has not known how to take 
care of itselt in respect of the advertising of its wares. But 
there is no question that our contemporary is thoroughly of opinion 
that the scheme is an innovation of the very first magnitude, 
and going to do untold good to the industry. It says that it 
is “ confident the scheme will be recognized as one of the most 
practical that could be devised, as it is decidedly the first of the 
kind to be undertaken on behalf of the electrical industry.” It is 
believed that it will “ create a new interest in the whole question 
of the best modern means of lighting, heating, and power,” and 
that it “ will result in a very considerable accession of business to 
manufacturers, and through them to every other branch of the in- 
dustry.” What is the nature of this wonderful scheme, which is 
described as “unique?” It is simply this. It is proposed to 
have “ Electrical Weeks ” all over the United Kingdom. The pro- 
gramme will occupy six months, beginning with April next. The 
country will be divided into twenty-six areas; and the “ Elec- 
trician ” will, “as a first step, and for the ‘ encouragement ’ o! the 
various branches of the industry [do they want such ‘encourage- 
ment’?], reserve a whole page in one of the leading weekly news: 
papers, entirely at their own expense, divide it up into equal 
spaces, and give these spaces, under simple conditions, to c\ec- 
trical firms for the advertising of their products free of cost.’ 
This is extremely generous. But there will be unkind people 


A Push by the 
‘* Electrician.” 





who will think the altruism is a penetrable veneer, and that the 
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scheme has a second objective—the ultimate benefit (say, through 
advertisements in its own columns) of the “ Electrician.” 
However, turning to the professed object. 
It is evident our contemporary does not 
think much of the electrical publicity 
and propaganda that there have been. 
There is to our minds a little indication of contempt in the words : 
“ We admit that some publicity and some propaganda have been 
undertaken.” But “ an important result of this has been that the 
advocates of rival methods have become more vociferous.” Both 
the “ advocates” and the “ rival methods ” have apparently asso- 
ciation with the gas industry. But laugh heartily while marking 
this: ‘‘ They have less to offer than we have; but they offer it 
more stridently.” It is interesting to know that it is the view of 
our contemporary that gas has less to offer than electricity; but 
the view is not supported by the verdict of the public. Other 
passages from the announcement of the scheme which will amuse 
the men of the gas industry are these: “ Progress, of course, is 
being made; but it is not being made at a rate sufficiently rapid 
to prevent our rivals either competing frequently on level terms, 
or in some fields from even obtaining a preferential position. 
Such a situation, which should 4e absolutely impossible [no explana- 
tion is given as to why it should be absolutely impossible}, has 
been chiefly brought about by the difficulties with which the 
would-be user of electricity often finds himself confronted when 
he wants to consume electricity, compared with the easy way in 
which gas or oil enterprises almost thrust their wares upon him.” 
It is unnecessary to “thrust” when the public freely accepts. 
The scheme and the arguments of our contemporary are crudely 
illogical. Obviously it is not the advertising of the wares of 
manufacturers in little divisions of page advertisements in twenty- 
six papers (presuming the manufacturers are willing to accept the 
eleemosynary offer of the “ Electrician”) that is wanted by the 
electricity industry; the preliminary thing is the solution of the 
“ difficulties” of the “would-be user.” But why advertise? 
Seeing that our contemporary goes on to say: “ To advocate the 
use of electricity as pre-eminently the best possible means of 
light, heat, and power is to-day quite unnecessary. Everyone is 
prepared to admit it.” The money of the charitably inclined 
“ Electrician” had better far be spent in research to see whether 
a solution can be found to those hitberto insoluble “ difficulties ” 
with which electricity has to contend. Reference to the nature 
of those difficulties has been omitted from the announcement of 
the “ unique scheme ” for increasing the use of electricity. 


After full consideration, the Electricity 
Committee of the Battersea Borough 
Council have adopted a scheme, proposed 
by the Electrical Engineer, whereby the 
cost of installing electric wiring is to be borne by the Council, and 
be repaid by the consumer over a period of ten years. Interest 
and maintenance will be charged at the rate of 5 p.ct. per annum, 
and will be added to the cost of installation, which will only in- 
clude plain fittings. The owner of the property must be a party 
to the arrangement, and sign the Council’s form of agreement. 
That is one direction in which the trouble with all such schemes 
comes in—the obtaining of some assurance that the cost of instal- 
lation will be recouped. Tenants of houses who require assist- 
ance in this way are migratory, and there is no reliance that they 
will remain in a house ten years. An incoming tenant might 
object to the obligation to sign an agreement to complete the ten 
years’ payments, while the outgoing tenant might like some com- 
pensation for the payments already made, as the installation is 
supposed to become somebody’s property after the installation 
costs are met. Even if it becomes the property of the consumer, 
he cannot remove it without the consent of the landlord. Again 
landlords are not inclined to become parties to agreements of this 
kind; they have already sufficient obligations to which to attend. 
However, the idea is that there shall be a fixed charge per quarter, 
payable in advance, to cover the expenditure incurred by the 
Council on the installation and the standing charges for the 
supply. In addition, the consumer is to pay for all energy at the 
rate of 13d. per unit, which is the power and heating price. 
Based upon a six-point installation for lighting purposes, with an 
installed load of 200 watts, the fixed charge would be per annum 
£3 58., and (say) 150 units at 1}d. (15s. 7d.), which make £4 os. 7d. 
per annum, or 13s. 5d. per lamp. The lighting is apparently in- 
— to be of a modest character, and must be used with 
iscretion. 


The Professed 
Object. 


Another Wiring 
Scheme. 











_ Birmingham Tensile Testing Machine.—The Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham is to inaugurate a new 100-ton tensile testing 
Machine which has been installed in the Industrial Research 
Laboratories of the Birmingham Gas Department. The machine 

as been so arranged as to be available for a considerable variety 
of tests, and is fitted with three travelling poise weights which 
can, if desired, be so interconnected as to enable the capacity 
Or the machine to be 25, 50, or 100 tons; three separate scales 
being fitted to the beam. A complete set of tools is available 
for bending, and a massive bending beam is slung from the top 
knife-edge for this purpose, being so arranged as to accommodate 
a load of 100 tons applied at the centre of the specimen. Tests 
on large cubes of concrete can be carried out without difficulty, 
Compressing faces with spherical seats being used. 















































































NATIONAL GAS COUNCIL. 


Central Executive Board. 


The Central Executive Board of the National Gas Council held 
their usual monthly meeting at No. 30, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W., 
on Tuesday, Feb. 12. In the absence of Mr. D. Milne Watson, 
Alderman F. S. Phillips, J.P., took the chair. 


The question of coal stocks was discussed, and representatives 
of several gas undertakings reported the difficulties experienced 
in obtaining deliveries of coal under contract. It was agreed that 
representations on this question should be made to the Mining 
Association of Great Britain. 


Gas SUPPLY FROM MAINS OF INSUFFICIENT CAPACITY. 


A further meeting, at the offices of the Board of Trade, between 
the railway companies and representatives of the Council was 
reported, with regard to a clause of the above Order, which reads 
as follows : 

Notwithstanding anything contained in any enactment to the 
contrary, the Council shall not be obliged to give from any main 
a supply of gas for any purpose other than lighting or domestic 
use in any case where the capacity of such main is at the date when 
such notice is served insufficient for such purpose or if and so long 
as any such supply would in the opinion of the Council interfere 
with the sufficiency of the gas required to be supplied by means of 
that main for lighting or domestic purposes. 

A new clause was submitted, and the meeting was adjourned 
in order that full consideration might be given to it. A further 
conference will be held shortly with regard to the matter. 


RATING OF MACHINERY. 


It was reported that the Committee of the Council appointed 
by the Central Executive Board to consider this matter met on 
Jan. 10, when a statement of evidence with regard to the rating 
of industrial establishments, which the Federation of British In- 
dustries proposed to submit to the Departmental Committee, was 
considered. The Board recommended that, as the question did 
not directly affect the gas industry, the Council would not be pre- 
pared to dissent from the proposal put forward by the Federation 
of British Industries, and in the circumstances it was considered 
unnecessary to apply to be heard before the Departmental Com- 
mittee in question. 

DrarFrt RATING anp VaLuaTiIon BILL. 


A report of the Committee of the Council appointed to con- 
sider this draft measure was considered. The main principles 
underlying the Bill were reviewed, and in particular that relating 
to certain premises known as “special properties,” which include 
gas-works, in connection with which it was suggested that a 
Central Valuation Authority should be established. 

The Board agreed that it should be optional for classes of 
undertakings or individual undertakings to apply to be valued 
by the Central Authority, in accordance with the following pro- 
posals : 


(1) That a class of industry or a class of undertaking might 
apply to the Central Authority to be valued on new prin- 
ciples. Such principles to be supplied by the Central 
Authority. 

Or— 

(2) That individual undertakings might apply to the Central 
Authority to be valued on the basis of the present law— 
ég., not on the profits system, but on the basis of the 
rent payable by the hypothetical tenant. 

The Report of the Committee regarding Parts 1 and 3 of the 
Second Schedule to the Bill—viz., the suggested general percen- 
tage deductions from gross value—was also considered. It was 
agreed that the proposal contained in this schedule would operate 
very unequally, and would not be a satisfactory solution. The 
Committee were authorized to explore this matter further. 


RoyaL CoMMISSION ON MINING SUBSIDENCE. 


It was reported that the Council would submit evidence on 
behalf of the gas industry before the above Commission next 
month, immediately following the evidence of the water industry. 
Mr. Ogilvie (Joint Manager) was appointed to give evidence on 
behalf of the Council. It was agreed that Mr. Ogilvie should put 
forward the proposition that the responsibility of making good all 
damage due to subsidence should rest entirely with the colliery 
owners. In addition to the evidence to be given in London before 
the Royal Commission, it was decided that representatives from 
the Northern, Lancashire, South Wales, and Scottish Districts 
should be appointed to give evidence locally to the Royal Com- 
mission, when the Commission visited the district in question. 

RaiLwaYs—EXxcEPTIONAL RaTEs ON COAL AND COKE, 

It was reported that the Council’s representative, in company 
with the Council’s Solicitor (Mr. S. E. Cash), had interviewed the 
Mining Association, and urged them to press certain points upon 
the railway companies. It is understood, however, that the rail- 
way companies were not prepared to make any concessions in 
this respect. The Board agreed that the Council should continue 
to press these points, and, failing a satisfactory settlement, that 
the Rates Tribunal should be appealed to for a decision. 


WorLpD PowER CONFERENCE, 


It was suggested that, now that the question of the representa- 
tion of the gas industry at this conference had been settled, and 







































the list of papers prepared, it was necessary that a Committee 
should undertake the organization and co-ordination of the work 
and duties involved in connection with such conference. It was 
agreed that the question should be referred to the British Empire 
Gas Exhibit Committee, who represented all the bodies con- 
nected with the industry. 


WoRKMEN’S COMPENSATION INSURANCE. 


With reference to the increased premiums asked by Lloyd’s 
Underwriters in respect of the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 
1923, it was reported that the Council had received an offer to 
include the provisions of this Act at rates which showed a very 
small increase upon those originally agreed. It was decided to 
communicate this offer to members as soon as possible. 


_ 


THE INSTITUTION OF GAS ENGINEERS. 


Council -Meeting. 


A meeting of the Council was held at No. 28, Grosvenor 
Gardens, Westminster, on Monday, Feb. 11; the President (Mr: 
Samuel Tagg) in the chair. 


The election of the President as an Honorary Member of the 
American Gas Association was reported. 

A letter was read from the Birthingham Chamber of Commerce 
with reference to the International Foundry Trades Exhibition 
(June 19 to 28) which they are organizing. The President was 
appointed to serve as a Vice-President of the Exhibition. 

It was reported that Mr. W. Clark Jackson, of Neath, had been 
elected a District Member of the Council, to represent the Wales 
and Monmouthshire District Institution of Gas Engineers and 
Managers for the year 1924-5. 

In response to an application from the British Non-Ferrous 
Metals Research Association, a donation was voted to assist in 
their work; and a contribution to the British Engineering Stan- 
dards Association, towards the cost of the initial experiments 
on sockets for cast-iron pipes for water, gas, and sewage, was 
approved. The appointment was confirmed of Mr. Robert 
Watson to represent the Institution in considering the question 
of the desirability of British Standard Specifications for material 
and apparatus used in connection with illumination. 

The following candidates were approved for the class of 
‘“ Member”: Messrs. Harold P. Allison, of Redcar; John Den- 
ham, of Whitehaven; Frederick A. Frost, of London; Charles 
R. Ingham, of Brighouse; and Alfred M. Taylor, of Wellington, 
N.Z. For the class of 4‘ Associate Member”: Messrs. Duncan 
Alexander, of Tottenham; Alex. R. Bisset, of Manchester; John 
W. Blake, of Leicester; John C. Collyer, of Preston; Harold B. 
Gardner, of Barnet; John F. Ralph, of Leicester; James Simp- 
son, of Greenock; and Louis W. Smith, of Leicester. For the 
class of “ Associate '’: Mr. Eugene N. Allan, of Dublin. 

Mr. Kenneth C. R. Gandon, of Bath, was transferred from the 
class of ‘‘ Associate Member ’”’ to ‘‘ Member,” and Mr. Maurice R. 
Nicholson was admitted as a Student. 

The deaths of M. Paul Mallet, of Paris, and Mr. Tom Settle, 
of Leeds (Honorary Members) ; of Mr. A. J. Edwards, of Taun- 
ton, Mr. Henry Morley, of Teignmouth, and Mr. W. H. Y. Webber, 
of London (Members), were reported; and the sympathy of the 
Council was expressed. 

Mr. Ralph E. Gibson and Mr. H. E. Stone were nominated 
to represent the Institution at the 1924 Congress of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, to be held at Liverpool from July 14 to 19. 

The contributions to the Smithells Fund received to date, 
amounting to £145 16s., from Members of the Institution were 
reported, and expressions of appreciation from the Leeds Univer- 
sity were communicated. 

The report of the Trustees of the Kelvin Medal Trust was re- 
ceived stating that, after consideration of representations from 
the leading engineering bodies in all parts of the world, the 
Award Committee had decided this triennial award in favour of 
Prof. Elihu Thomson, of Lynn, Mass., U.S.A., as being the most 
worthy to receive this recognition of pre-eminence in the branches 
of engineering with which Lord Kelvin’s scientific work and re- 
searches were closely identified. 

It was resolved that the Gold Medal of the Institution be 
awarded to Mr. Stephen Lacey for his paper on the “ Flow of 
Gas in Pipes,” which was read at the last annual meeting. 

The date of the next annual meeting was fixed for Tuesday, 
June 24, and following days, and the programme was approved. 
The invitation from the Sociéié Technique de I’Industrie du Gaz 
en France to assist in the simultaneous celebrations at Paris of 
the centenary of the Gas Industry in France and of the Jubilee of 
the Société Technique was cordially accepted. Mr. A. E. Broad- 
berry and Mr. Thomas Goulden (Past- Presidents) were appointed 
to represent the Institution at the Congress, which opens on 
June 24. Arrangements will be made for members of the Insti- 
tution to leave for Paris on Thursday afternoon, June 26, at the 
close of the Institution Meeting, returning to London on the fol- 
lowing Monday. A visit to the British Empire Exhibition at 
Wembley on Friday, June 27, will be organized for those not 
taking part in the visit to Paris. 

Mr. F. W. Goodenough, Chairman of the Education Committee, 
presented a report on the progress made in the arrangements for 
the courses of study at various institutes throughout the country, 
and for the first examinations under the scheme. Mr. Walter 
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Hole, Organizing Secretary, replied to various questions which 
were raised. 

A statement was received from Prof. Cobb as to the work whici 
is now in hand for reporting to the Gas Investigation Committe<, 
and also on that with which the Institution Gas Research Fellow 


‘| is occupied. 


It was reported that the interim report of the Sub-Committee 
on Testing of Gas-Cookers had been adopted by the Gas Investi- 
gation Committee, and that further tests were now being con- 
ducted with a view to the submission of a final report. 

The Committee having in hand the inquiry with reference to 
wrought-iron and steel tubing presented some preliminary obser- 
vations with reference to the replies which had been received, and 
further consideration is to be given to this matter. 

Reports of the Emergency Committee and of the Finance 
Committee, the latter including the, accounts for the year ended 
Dec. 31, 1923, were presented, accepted, and adopted. 


SCOTTISH JUNIOR GAS ASSOCIATION. 


Joint Meeting in Edinburgh. 


A Joint Meeting of the Eastern and Western Districts of the 
Scottish Junior Gas Association was held in the St. Andrew’s 
Hotel, Edinburgh, on Saturday the oth inst. Mr. D. D. Bruce 
(West Wemyss), the President of the Eastern District, was in 
the chair, and in the course of his introductory remarks extended 
to the visitors from the Western area a cordial welcome. He 
explained that Mr. Duran, who had promised to réad a paper 
on this occasion, had had a long illness and other domestic 
troubles. In the circumstances, they had to excuse Mr. Duran 
for “calling off.” It had been arranged, however, to have an in- 
formal discussion on current topics, and Mr. A. M‘Donald, of 
Prestonpans, would inaugurate the proceedings with a few obser- 
vations on ‘‘ The Therm.” 

Mr. ANDREW WALKER (Kilbarchan) acknowledged the 
cordiality of the welcome given to his colleagues from the 
Western District. 





The Therm. 


Mr. M‘Donacp said he proposed to offer a few reflections on 
the subject of the therm. Somehow or other, he had the feeling 
that the therm only made the gas-meter more mysterious than 
ever. The average consumer could not understand how, by sub- 
tracting 110 from 120, they should be charged 1000 c.ft. They 
pointed out quite reasonably that the subtraction only showed a 
difference of ten. It was difficult to convince them that they 
ought to multiply the 1000 (which was not there) by 400 or 450, 
then divide by 100,000, so as to make 4 or 44 therms. On re- 
ferring to a gas year-book, he found a huge difference in the 
qualities of gassold by therm. Some were as low as 320 B.Th.U,, 
others as high as 600 B.Th.U. Hesupposed most ot them would 
think there must be something wrong; for if the 320 B.Th.U. 
gas was economical to burn, then the 600 B.Th.U. standard must 
be wasteful. Again, if the 320 B.Th.U. gas could be burned in 
ordinary apparatus, what of all the values between 320 and 600? 
He noticed that gas undertakings occasionally raised their calo- 
rific standard. Now if consumers were getting satisfaction with 
400 B.Th.U. gas, and the value was raised to 450, what hap- 
pened? His theory was that the extra B.Th.U. would pass 
away unconsumed. Let them take as an example the inferential 
jet photometer—the richer the gas the longer the flame. The 
same, he thought, would apply to a gas-ring; the longer flame 
being wasted. If undertakings were compelled to sell the same 
quality of gas, there might be some way of comparing values. 
As matters stood, this was difficult. It ought to be possible for 
consumers to make areal comparison of cost as between one town 
and another. Meanwhile, there was no comparison. Take the 
following examples from Scottish towns: 





yr, i Make i B.Th.U. per 
Calorific Value. a _— Millions cdl, 
iia ~a le ee en 
s. d. 
1. 400 B.Th.U. . 2 8 over 500 12,500 
2. 410 no ° 60 7o 5,500 
3. 425 * 2 0 200 17,708 
4. 450 ‘a 211 200 12,857 
5. 475 pee > 2 200 11,046 
6. 475 ” 3 9 1000 11,309 
7. 5090 2 6 1000 16,666 
8 500 * 3 8 2000 11,363 
9g. 500 ” 3 8 go000 11,363 











Why should there be this difference of calorific value? Could not 
one grade of gas be made suitable for all? Was the cost of manu- 
facture at fault? He doubted this, for a 425 B.Th.U. gas sold at 
2s. and a 500 gas at 2s. 6d. He was not disposed to venture any 
definite views, but he thought that some of the big men in the 
industry should give a lead, and state frankly why they had chosen 
the 425 or the 500 grade. It was argued on behalf of the therm 
that the consumer knew what he was gettiug. That might be so 
but what was the good of buying gas at 500 B.Th.U. if the cooker 
could only absorb to the full a 450 grade? Many works decided 
this question of calorific value because of the state of the coke 





market. If they had a steady demand and a good price for coke, 
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the calorific value was set high; but if coke was a drag on the 
local market, it was gasified, and the calorific value of the gas 
kept low. There was one good feature in the therm question— 
the splendid comparison which could be made with electricity. 
The heat value of a unit of electrical energy was 3418 B.Th.U. 
Indeed, if one compared the prices set out in the table, it would 
be found, taking electricity at 6d. per unit, that No. 1 gave with 


gas for one penny the same heat approximately as 2s. worth of 
electricity; No. 2 with gas at one penny was equal to ts. of elec- 
tricity; No. 3 tu 2s. 6d.; No. 4 to 2s.; No. 5 to 1s. 6d.; No. 6 to 
1s.6d.; No. 7 to 23. 64.; Nos. 8 and g to ts. 6d. 

The discussion which followed was of a private and informative 
nature; and the representatives of the Press were asked to give 
no publicity to the views expressed. 














PORTABLE AIR 


Among its later applications, and by no 
means unimportant, is the use of compressed 


COMPRESSORS FOR MAIN-LAYING. 


——— 





air in connection with main-laying. For this 
work it will be readily agreed that a mobile 
compressing plant is necessary, which must 
supply ample air for the tools used, be reliable, 
and have low maintenance cost and fuel con- 
sumption. Portable sets of this type have 
been supplied for some years by Messrs. 
Reavell & Co, Ltd., of Ipswich. Experience 
has naturally resulted in constant develop- 
ment; and their modern plant is of marked 
interest. [In connection withthe Public Works, 
Roads, and Transport Exhibition held at the 
Royal Agricultural Hall last November, re- 
ference was made to one of Messrs. Reavell’s 
portable compressors (“‘ JourNaL” for Nov. 28, 
1923, p. 576). This particular plant, which was 
sold to the Gas Light and Coke Company, was 
capable of delivering 151 c.ft. of air per minute, 
at a pressure of 100 lbs. per sq. in.] 

The larger sets are fitted with Reavell 
“Quadruplex” compressors, their compact 
arrangement making them most suitable for 
portable plants. The illustration shows a 
machine of the same capacity as that men- 
tioned above (151 c.ft. per minute). The power 
required is only 25 u.P., and it is able to supply 
four or five large concrete breakers. The 
engine adopted is the ‘“ Parsons,” which is 
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Fig. 1.—‘‘Reavell” Portable Air Compressor. (No. 37Set.) 





essentially an industrial engine designed for 
continuous running on full load. The com- 
pressor is driven through a reducing gear of 
the epicyclic type, which runs in oil. A clutch 
is incorporated to enable the engine to be run 
up to speed before the compressor is started 
up. The set shown in the photograph is 
mounted on a strong truck fitted with four road 
wheels, two of which are arranged to swivel; 
but rubber-shod steel wheels—in which case 
the truck is supported on. springs—can be 
supplied. This arrangement is very convenient, 
as it enables the plant to be taken from job to 
job behind a lorry at good speed. 

The smaller units are slightly different in 
construction ; the compressor and engine being 
mounted on a large receiver. This feature is 
of some importance, because the demand for 
air from such a plant, supplying only two or 
three tools, is far more irregular than is the 
case with the larger sets supplying several; 
and consequently a large receiver acts as a 
reservoir, and enables more tools to be run 
efficiently. 

Fig. 2.shows a compressor set delivered to 
the South Metropolitan Gas Company for 
cutting a trench for a 24-in. gas-main. This 
machine (which is a No. 3 set) works four 











concrete breakers; and air can also be obtained 
from it for caulking the lead joints in the pipes. 
It is interesting to note that this Company have 
mounted lighter compressors on lorries, driving them by the lorry 
engines. The advantage of such a unit is that in the case of a 
sudden leakage of gas, the compressor, together with the men and 
tackle for making the repair, can be quickly on the spot. Actual 
figures obtained by the Company are set out below. They refer 
to a No. 3 compressor, working continuously the whole time, and 





Fig. 2.—Cutting a Trench for a 24-in. Gas-Main. 


supplying air to four large paving breakers. The engine was a 
4-cylinder “‘ Thornycroft.” 


Working hours . . . «. « 123°25 

Petrol consumption . 215 gallons = 1°75 gallons per hour. 
Engine-oil ,, a ae 6 » zoos - 
Compressor-oil consumption . 33 » =o'owm ,, Re 











Blinded Soldiers as Telephone Operators. 


it may not be generally known that one of the most suc- 
cessful occupations taught to the blinded soldiers at St- Dun- 
Stan’s is telephone operating. A considerable number of these 
men have found employment with important business firms and 
organizations in London and the provinces, and many employers 
Coniess that never have their switchboards been so efficiently 
Managed as by their blinded soldier operator. The complete 
freedom from outward distraction—a natural accompaniment of 
blindaess—enables the blinded soldier to bring to his work very 
highly developed powers of concentration, and thus it is com- 


paratively easy for him to maintain an excellent service. Several 
fully trained operators are now ready to commence work. Per- 
haps some reader extending premises, or faced with a necessary 
change in present arrangements, may like to give a blinded soldier 
operator a trial. If so, the authorities at St. Dunstan’s Head- 
quarters, Inner Circle, Regent’s Park, N.W.1, will be glad to 
supply full particulars. 1t should be mentioned that an employer’s 
liability for his blinded soldier telephone operator is no greater 
than in the case of any ordinary employee. To his employer he 
is a perfectly normal member of the staff. His special needs as 
a blinded ex-Service man are the sole and permanent responsi- 
bility of St. Dunstan’s After-Care Organization. 
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INSTITUTION OF PUBLIC LIGHTING ENGINEERS AND SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIRST CONFERENCE. 


The successful starting of a new association—particularly in 
these days, when there are already so many organizations of one 
kind and another—is no easy matter, but much hard work had its 
reward last Friday in an enthusiastic and largely attended meet- 


ing of the new Institution established for the benefit of all those 
who are directly concerned with the practical side of public street 
lighting, both gas and electric. The President (Mr. S. B. Lang- 
lands, Glasgow Public Lighting Superintendent) and the Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer (Mr. W. J. Liberty, City of London 
Public Lighting Superintendent) could not but feel highly grati- 
fied at an attendance of between eighty and ninety delegates at 
the first conference; and no doubt was entertained that the new 
Institution would prove of the utmost benefit to public lighting 
engineers and superintendents in assisting them to improve the 
public street lighting of the country from the points of view of 
both efficiency and cost. The proceedings took place in the Court 
Room of the Holborn Borough Council Offices, No. 157, High 
Holborn, W.C.—Mr. S. B. Langlands presiding—and as showing 
the wide interest that the movement has already aroused, it may 
be mentioned that representatives attended from towns as far 
apart as Aberdeen, Dover, Manchester, and Newcastle. The 
question of public lighting is, of course, of the very first import- 
ance to traffic controllers; and attendance was notified by the 
New Scotland Yard Traffic Adviser, the London General Omnibus 
Company Traffic Adviser, the Lighting Section of the London 
Safety First Council, and the Automobile Association. There 
were also noticed Mr. Walter T. Dunn (of the Institution of Gas 
Engineers), Mr. W. M. Mason (of the British Commercial Gas 
Association), and Mr. Leon Gaster (of the Illuminating Engineer- 
ing Society). 
A WELCOME. 


The Mayor or Horsorn (Alderman George Harvey, J.P., 
L.C.C.) was present, and extended a hearty welcome to the mem- 
bers and delegates. He said he did not know whether it was up 
to him to make any sort of speech on the occasion, but at any rate 
he felt he was incapable of any that was worthy of it. He under- 
stood that this Institution had been formed only in September 
last, for the purpose of bringing together the practical engineers 
engaged in the business of lighting the public streets. He knew 
it was very much better to have such a gathering as they had that 
day than it was to be guided by Press reports that must be more 
or less garbled, and of necessity seriously curtailed. The prac- 
tical exhibition that was to be seen adjoining the meeting room 
must be of material help to all the members of the Institution. 
Whether it was better to have electric light, incandescent gas, or 
any other form of illumination depended largely upon the skill 
and judgment of such men as he saw in front of him that day, 
because the committees that might have to deal with the question 
must be guided by the decisions of practical engineers. All who 
were connected with municipal life were out, he took it, to get the 
maximum light they could in the streets at the minimum cost. 
This must always be their main aim and object. Many streets, 
they knew, even in London, though perhaps not in Glasgow, 
required better lighting; but, judging by the Glasgow delegates in 
the House of Commons, he took it that they might expect a con- 
siderable amount of enterprise to be imported into the counsels 
of the Institution from the great North Country City. [* Hear, 
hear.”] The control of public lighting should be in the hands of 
a responsible committee who took their duties seriously, and it 
should not be any haphazard person’s business simply to super- 
vise it as a perfunctory matter. Mr. Langlands, their first Presi- 
dent, had a great time before him in encouraging fuller considera- 
tion of a matter in which every ratepayer was concerned— 
namely, the development of the public lighting. He understood 
Mr. Liberty was to read a short paper on street lighting, which 
would certainly be of considerable interest to all of them. It re- 
mained only for him to offer the delegates a hearty welcome, and 
to say that they in Holborn—one of the great central boroughs of 

London—were pleased to see the members of the Institution, and 
to feel that the first meeting was to be held in that hall. Holborn 
liked to be, as far as it could, in the forefront of any enterprising 
movement. He wished conspicuous success to the organization, 
and hoped the members would be able to evolve something better 
than had been witnessed before, to the glory of themselves and 
the advancement of the public, not only in London, but through- 
out the country. 

The PresiIDENT, on behalf of the Institution, thanked the 
Mayor for his hearty welcome. The Borough of Holborn had 
done well that day. It had risen to the occasion, and it had pro- 
vided a happy meeting place for the inauguration of the Institu- 
tion. They must also thank Mr. E. F. Spurrell, the Borough 
oe of Holborn, and those associated with him, for all they 

ad done. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The Hon Secretary then read out the names of a number 
of those present, which showed it to be a very comprehensive 
meeting indeed. 

The PresipENT: Such a representative gathering augurs well 
for the future of the Institution. 


The Hon. SEcRETARY went on to say that he had received the 
following letter from Dr. Charles Carpenter— 
Dear Captain Liberty, 

Thank you for sending me the circular ve the conference on 
public lighting. 

The matter is one which is not only growing in importance, but 
also in cost, and the association of those concerned in supervising 
it cannot fail to be of value to the community. 

Yours very truly, 
CHARLES CARPENTER, 
He added that Mr. Robert Watson, of Doncaster, the representa 
tive on Street Lighting of the Institution of Gas Engineers, had 
written— 

I should like to express my good wishes for the success of the 

Institution, and trust that the meeting will bean encouraging one. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Mr. LanGcuanps then proceeded to deliver the following In- 
augural Address. 


The PreEsipDENT, on rising to deliver his address, said: This 
Inaugural Address must of necessity deal with the aims and ob- 
jects of the Institution we are bringing to life. I am sure you 
will agree with me that the chief aim of the Institution is to get 
public lighting throughout the kingdom thoroughly and correctly 
done. There is at present in every city and town a great deal of 
thoroughly bad and inefficient lighting; old-fashioned types of gas 
and electric lamps installed many, many years ago being still in 
use. Upright gas-burners having consumptions ranging from 
6 to 8 c.ft. per hour with light yields of possibly only 50 candles, 
and burnt-out metallic- filament lamps are, unfortunately, still too 
frequently seen in streets. So it is not merely a question of 
increasing the light in the streets, but also one of getting rid 
of extravagant and obsolete apparatus. By merely substituting 
efficient burners and bulbs of a lower consumption but a higher 
candle power yield than those at present in use, very great 
economies could be eftected. Wholesale scrapping of old lighting 
plant always pays in the longrun. It is pleasant to know that one 
of our big cities has just now awakened to the need for efficient 
control of street lighting—I refer to the otherwise civically well- 
organized city of Sheffield. ; 

Many things in latter years have occurred to alter the stan- 
dards of lighting needed in our thoroughfares. Increasing traffic, 
and the ever-increasing speeds of this traffic, are possibly the 
primary causes of the demand for a higher efficiency in the 
lighting of streets and roads; and in this connection I am glad 
we have associated with us to-day the Ministry of Transport, the 
Automobile Association, and the Safety First Council. I take it 
that there are representatives from all these bodies present at the 
meeting, and I can assure them that we welcome their assistance 
to help us to achieve our aims and objects, and promise them our 
assistance, in return, to achieve theirs. 

The domination of our main thoroughfares by tramways is yet 
another cause of the need for greater illumination. Think for a 
minute of how the trams send traffic to one side or another 
of the street, and the shadows thrown by their bulk. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF LIGHTING. 


In the past, public lighting was more or less a step-bairn of 
the public services; and we must rectify this. The supervision 
cf lighting was given as an extra to an already fully employed 
chief constable, town surveyor, city engineer, or gas and electri- 
city engineer ; and work was therefore either done perfunctorily 
or relegated to a foreman who may have been an efficient work- 
man but was seldom an administrator in the true sense of the 
term. This will not do nowadays. To realize the importance of 
lighting, take the case of Glasgow alone. We are spending over 
a quarter of a million per annum on public lighting, and have 1200 
employees. We are lighting 500 miles of streets—to say nothing 
of the 85,000 lights which we have installed in yards, courts, and 
stairways. Further to show the need for special treatment of this 
department of civics, the bigger cities are constantly receiving 
questionnaires from other towns and cities asking sometimes 
easily-answered questions, but more often putting queries with 
regard to candle-powers, heights and spacing of units, costs, &c., 
that no trained lighting superintendent would allow’his council 
to put, unless accompanied by the necessary explanatory data 
which would permit of an intelligent answer being given. 

When our Institution comes fully and lustily to life, there will 
be a large number of subjects for consideration at meetings. 
We can expect further papers at our meetings, similar to the one 
which Mr. Liberty is giving us to-day, dealing with special lay- 
outs of lighting in cities and towns; and I hope in each case there 
will be an opportunity of examining those installations. There 
will also be papers on the work done in our laboratories—and I 
may say in passing that we count our laboratory equipment in 
Glasgow as an invaluable part of our service—where the testing 
of plant (both electrical and gas) is carried out, prior to its in- 
stallation on the streets. No electric or gas fitting is put in use 
unless it has passed through that department. I hope that at 
our next meeting one of my staff will be able to explain fully, 





in a contribution, the work attempted and the work done, The 
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practical side can be dealt with by papers on piping and wiring, 
erection of plant on or over the streets, apparatus and its con- 
struction, &c. Again, there is the legal aspect of our work—that 
js, the study of the Acts governing our operations. In Glasgow 
our work is carried out under the terms of the Glasgow Police 
Act, 1866, with amendments of later dates; and I know that I 
shall find it interesting to contrast the powers that we possess 
with those of other towns and cities throughout the Kingdom. 
There is no limit to the useful papers that can be submitted 
on the administrative and technical sides of public lighting; and 
the clerical, no less than the working, side is full of interesting 
matter for us, and some of us may even want to tell of welfare 
schemes in operation for the workers. 
THE NEED FOR Co-OPERATION. 


There will arise a need for sub-committees on the classification 
of streets for lighting purposes; for watching our interests in gas 
and electric Bills promoted; to work in conjunction with other 
Institutions on questions of mutual interest—such as illumination 
standards, gas and electric pressures, &c. 

I am specially hopeful that the local authorities will co-operate 
with us in the fullest measure; and I can assure you that the 
attitude of Glasgow is entirely friendly towards our efforts. I am 
convinced the same attitude will be taken by most of the local 
authorities when they realize what we are trying to do. While 
on this subject, it has been mooted that something should be said 
by me as to the ways and means to permit attendance at meetings 
of representatives of local authorities and their officials; and it 
appears that most of the English councils are not given facilities 
in their accounts which would allow them to send representatives 
toour meetings, except at their own expense. This is a matter 
for immediate consideration by this and by all other institutions 
working for the betterment of civic life. 


PROBLEMS THAT NEED SOLUTION. 


There are many problems which we must, of course, take up 
individually ; and I would like to press for the submission, in the 
form of papers to be read at meetings, of details of solutions 
found, so that we may all benefit from the collective criticism. 

What may be our problem to-day may be yours to-morrow. It 
may be the lighting of harbours and docks, or it may be the 
special lighting of public buildings; and this class of work, I 
think, lies unto our hand as lighting engineers to our respective 
, authorities. Every day brings difficulties with which to deal. 
We will require to make ourselves efficient and qualified illu- 
minating engineers—a somewhat new profession—nevertheless, a 
profession. 

It will be necessary to consider in the near future whether a 
minimum surface illumination should not be fixed for city streets 
© —that is, after a classification of the streets has been arrived at. 
e In Glasgow just now we could perhaps claim to have five or six 
d different types of lighting governed by the types of street. 
e Another point we will need to deal with is the discovery of the 
it style of lighting that affords the best silhouetting of objects in 


e the roadway. Think for a minute of the motor driver going 
e tapidly along the streets. Objects to him should stand up clearly 
Ir as against a bright light. Now, the strange thing is that very even 

surface illumination does not always give this desired result. 
et On one of our great roadways where the surface illumination is 
- most equal we find it difficult to distinguish people crossing the 


street, as compared with a well-lit street with staggered lighting. 
I hope to be able to deal more fully with this point at a subse- 
quent meeting. Again, it is necessary to consider to what ex- 
of tent colour helps or hinders lighting. London is comparatively 


on easy to light as compared with Glasgow, because the buildings, 
ed for the most part, have a light grey tinge, while in Glasgow 
rio they are black and sombre, and absorb much of the light. 

ily Atmospheric conditions must be studied; and I am sure it will 
fies be to our advantage to aid the efforts of the Smoke Abatement 
he Committees, because we all know that in a crisp clean atmo- 
of sphere lighting values are tremendously increased. On frosty 
Jer nights, with just a touch of movement in the air, our lights are 
00 seen at their best. 

ing _ Another subject for study is the question of light penetration 
nd in fog ; and no real work appears to have been done in this con- 
his nection. We hear statements made that such-and-such a light 
ing penetrates fog better than another light; but personally I shall 
nes not be satisfied until we get scientific data on the subject, instead 
ith of mere empirical statements. We have been working with direc- 


XC. tive lighting for some years, and find that, if we nurse and direct 











cil it, we are able to use our light yield to its fullest extent. Our first 
jata '§ experiments in this direction were, of course, with the Hadyn 
arrison lamp. Since then others have been tried, and now we 
will ate experimenting with a refractor bowl which gives either 2-way 
ngs. OF 4-way lighting, thrown for the most part at an angle of about 
one 15’ to 20° below the horizontal plane of the light source. We 
lay- require to discuss the training of our assistants against the needs 
rere of the future; and it may be that we should inaugurate student 
nere Sections, 
id I THE VALUE OF THE INSTITUTION. 
t in Gentlemen, all these things will come. I think I have spoken 
tLDg at sufficient length to indicate the real need there is for an Asso- 
3 in- Clation such as we have brought into being to-day. I have been 
. general rather than particular in my statements, because I am 
. repay to hear what each and all of you have to say with regard 
- 8 ° our Institution, For this reason I intend, with the permission 






% my Council, to throw this Inaugural Presidential Address open 





for discussion. Only good can come of real intercourse and co- 
operative working between lighting officials throughout the King- 
dom and the various members of local authorities occupying posi- 
tions on watching and lighting committees. Remember you 
could have no efficient watching without lighting—hence the 
happy combination of the two in the old days. Policing is essen- 
tially a question of seeing; and crime, filth, and many other un- 
desirable things shun the light. Let it therefore be our object to 
have our towns and cities fully and adequately lighted. 


Discussion. 


The PrEsSIDENT said he was willing that his address should be 
thrown open to discussion, but it would perhaps be preferable that 
the remarks should have reference to the aims and objects which the 
Institution ought to keep in view, 

Mr, Leon GasTER said he was particularly pleased to be present to 
convey congratulations and best wisbes to this new Institution. As 
the founder of the illuminating engineering movement in this country 
some fifteen years 2go, he was certainly very glad to see so healthy a 
branch as this promised to be, The Safety First Council naturally 
were much interested in the question of street lighting. The difficulty 
in the past had been to get so many people to understand their require- 
ments. The improvements in public lighting had unfortunately not 
kept pace with the growth of traffic conditions, which they had to 
meet. (‘‘ Hear, hear.”) Any organization that could assist in bring- 
ing about a better state of affairs would be doing very good work 
indeed. The public lighting engineer should become an important 
official, who would not simply cbey instructions, but could tell his 
committee what they ought to do. The committees no doubt did the 
best they could, and be would be the last to suggest abolishing them, 
but be would like to see co-operation, particularly in the setting-up of 
standards of street lighting. What did they findin London? Riding 
from Whitechapel to Bayswater, in the main thoroughfares, there 
were no fewer than seven kinds of illumination. The time had come 
when the streets should be divided up according to traffic conditions, 
ard lighted intelligently on a uniform basis. This would give a scien- 
tific standard which would represent the best practice of the day. 
Sufficient illumination to meet the traffic conditions was what the 
Safety First Council were interested in. What they wanted was 
lighting which would prevent accidents. If the Institution gave them 
this, the Safety First Council would support them in every way, and 
he would be pleased to do everything he possibly could to help them. 

Mr. THomas Newton (Superintendent of Lighting, Hereford) 
thought it was very desirabie that they should attain as soon as pos- 
sible some standard with regard to public ligbting. It seemed to him 
that they would make greater strides forward if they could first of all 
get back to the state of affairs which existed just previous to the war. 
A good many districts bad not yet recovered that position. Ques- 
tions of economy had arisen, and the great thing to day was not so 
much the technical aspect as the financial one ([‘* Hear, hear.”] As 
be had said, what they should concentrate on was geiting back to 
sometbing like the state of illumination existing just previous to the 
war, and then from that make strides forward as rapidly as might 
prove practicable. 

Mr. J. W. Lorts (Messrs. William Sugg & Co.) remarked that he 
was not a public jighting superintendent, but he had had a very great 
deal to do with it. He suggested that if only the public authorities 
concerned would follow the lead of (say) Newcastle-upon-Tyne, where 
they had been substituting inverted for upright burners, with a conse- 
quent large monetary saving, it would be a good thing. It was sur- 
prising to find that the public lighting over tbe country was in the 
bands of so many different professions. In some towns in Scotland, 
the lighting was even in charge of the fire superintendent. The chief 
constable was frequently the man who had control. Mr. Lofts 
proceeded to cite cases in which he thought the lighting might be 
improved, without additional annual cost, and said that if the new 
Institution brought together men who would endeavour to give better 
lighting and hand back to the ratepayers the saving they could effect, 
good work would b: done. In some districts electrically lighted, if 
gas were offered for nothing the authorities would not listen to them. 
It was on the basis of cost for equal lighting that the question of what 
form of illuminant to adopt should be decided. 

Mr. C. S. SHapiey (Leeds) heartily congratulated the President on 
having got together so representative a gathering He suggested, 
however, that they should choose their steps carefully ; they must not 
run before they walked. Farther, be thought they should in their 
discussions avoid as far as possible mention of the names of places, 
and proceed on general lines. 

A REPRESENTATIVE FROM NEWCASTLE expressed the opinion that 
those towns which had not already a superintendent of public lighting 
would do well to appoint one. Some years ago in his city they ap- 
pointed a technical man to take charge of the lighting department, 
with excellent results financially. In spite of the extension of the 
city, the lighting bill to-day was considerably less than it was pre-war, 
notwithstanding the higher costs they bad to meet. This result had been 
attained by adopting inverted miantles and other things, and taking 
over the repair work in connection with the whole of the lamps. 

Mr. W. E. Busu said it seemed to him that one of the most im- 
portant things that the Institution could do on its inception would be 
to get together statistics relatiag to existing conditions, so that they 
could all see just where they were, and what they had to go for. 
Statistics of lighting throughout the country would enable them to 
make comparisons which would be of great value to the members. 
England ought to lead in such a matter as this, and the wonder was 
that an organization such as this had not been formed many years 
ago. This country always had led the world in most things, and there 
was now a great opportunity of adding another one to thenumber. In 
order to better conditions, something had to be done. He repre- 
sented a firm of manufacturers, and be thought he was expressing the 
opinion of most other firms as well as his own when he said that, 
though they spent considerable sums in development and research, 





they frequently found there was very little market for things that were 
really new and good. He was sure that firms would be fully prepared 
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to spend a lot of money in this way in connection with street illumi- 
nation, if only the public lighting superintendents and surveyors would 
purchase the articles that were developed. 

Councillor J. Gorman (Convener of the Lighting Committee, City 
of Edinburgh) remarked that the one thing which had struck him 
more than anything else about the address was that this was an Insti- 
tution of Public Lighting. He would like the members of municipal- 
ities present, and also lighting engineers and superintendents, to go 
back and inform their councils that there was such an organization in 
existence. In the majority of important towns lighting the streets 
was one man’s work, and it should be left to that man to do it. He 
agreed with the advice to scrap old methods and get on with new ones 
as soon as they could. The day was not far distant, he hoped, when 
each city would have a lighting engineer devoting his whole time to 
keeping abreast with the latest ideas in lighting, and that the various 
towns would be able to apply to the Institution for information as to 
what would be the best form of lighting to adopt under specified con- 
ditions. Classification could only be obtained up to a certain point, 
but nevertheless there might be a standard specified below which it 
would be hoped that no town would go, though many might desire to 
be above it. 

Councillor W. E. Hincks (Leicester) told the meeting of what had 
been done in his own town, and of the great assistance they had had 
from the municipalities in fixing up ascheme. With a superinten- 
dent to devote the whole of his time to the lighting, they had abolished 
2000 or 3000 upright burners, The town was on the border of a 
general transformation, and everybody was delighted with the change 
that had been effected within a very short time. Having realized how 
much authorities could assist one another, they in Leicester were 
pleased to see the present movement taking concrete shape, 

The PresipENT expressed his gratification at the full discussion 
which had taken place. 


An INVITATION TO GLAsGow. 


Bailie FLETCHER (Sub-Convener of the Watching and Lighting 
Committee, Glasgow Corporation) said the city of Glasgow was 
already well illuminated, and it was going to be still better 
lighted. He invited the Institution to hold their September 
meeting in Glasgow, where the Corporation would give them a 
very hearty welcome, and show them the excellent street light- 
ing. In fact, they would do their best to entertain the members 
and give them a good time. 


STREET LIGHTING, 


Mr. W. J. Liperty, next read a paper on “ Street Lighting,” 
which will be published next week. 


Wuat ts DONE IN THE CIty. 


The PreEsIpEnT said they had with them the Engineer to the 
Corporation of London, and would be glad to have a few words 
from him. 

Mr. E. E. Fincu (Engineer to the Corporation of the City of 
London) remarked that in the City they were somewhat proud of 
their system of lighting, for it was one of the first places in this 
country to adopt what was commonly known as the centrally sus- 
pended lamp. This was a lamp swung over the centre of the 
roadway, whereby was avoided any obstruction whatever on the 
public way. The removal of such obstructions became necessary, 
and the centrally suspended lamp formed a very easy method of 
doingit. There were both gas andelectricity in the City, the lighting 
being roughly about half and half. Possibly in the main traffic 
roads there was rather more arc lighting than high-pressure gas, 
but on the basis of candle power it was about equally divided. 
He thought they had a very good system of lighting. In all the 
streets, where traffic permitted, the curb-lines could be seen from 
one end to the other; and this meant a fairly uniform illumination 
throughout the whole area. He had pleasure in formally moving 
that the hearty thanks of the meeting be given to Mr. Liberty for 
his paper. 

Mr. GasTErR said he would like to testify, from personal experi- 
ence, to the lighting of the City of London being the finest in the 
world—at any rate, he did not know of any better. From begin- 
ning to end, it was an excellent example of what street lighting 
ought to be; but to expect the lighting of all the towns, and all 
the districts of London, to be according to that of the City, would, 
of course, be asking too much. Mr. Liberty had had charge of 
this lighting, and had done everything possible to keep the City 
of London to the front. 

Councillor ALBERT SLEE (Holborn) drew attention to the 
recognized danger to drivers of fast-moving vehicles in passing 
from a well-lighted street into a dark one, and then again suddenly 
into a brilliantly illuminated thoroughfare; the human eye taking 
an appreciable time to accommodate itself to these alterations. 
He also referred to the convenience of automatic devices for the 
turning on and off of street lamps. 


THANKS, 


The PresIpEnT said he was sure they would wish him to convey 
to Mr. Liberty the thanks of the meeting for his paper. Mr. 
Liberty had done a tremendous lot of “ spade work” for the In- 
stitution [‘‘ Hear, hear”], and they were deeply indebted to him 
for this, as well as for his paper. He was still further going to 
place them in his debt by taking them round to inspect the light- 
ing. Proceeding, the President proposed a vote of thanks to the 
firms who had so readily come forward to exhibit their apparatus 
at the conference. This had proved an interesting feature which 
he felt could be still further extended. Ina fact, in Glasgow next 
September they hoped to have an exhibition on a much larger 
scale. It was very good of the Holborn authorities to do ali that 


The votes of thanks were carried by acclamation. 

Messrs. RanDaLt and Ritcuie (General Electric Company) 

acknowledged the vote on behalf of the exhibitors, who them. 

selves passed a vote of thanks to Messrs. Liberty, Spurrell, and 

Hinch, for the arrangements made in connection with the dis. 
lay. 

. A Worp FROM Mr. GooDENOUGH. 

Mr. F. W. GoopENouGH (Gas Light and Coke Company) said 
he was sorry that business elsewhere had prevented him from 
being with them sooner, but he was glad to have arrived in time 
to wish success to the Institution which was starting its work that 
day—very useful and, indeed, necessary work, in the doing of 
which the members would have the full support of all connected 
with the supply of artificial illuminants, whether gas or electricity, 
Anything that could be done to raise the standard of street lighting 
throughout the country—to raise the standard of maintenance of 
the lighting, which was the curse of the whole thing—must meet 
with hearty approval. It was a keen fight between gas and elec. 
tricity, and it was up to the members to see that the best won in 
each case. Prices and requirements differed in various places, 
but so far as the gas industry was concerned, it was quite pre. 
pared to stand on its merits. It did not always fall on its merits; 
it sometimes fell on political grounds. But given a fair field and 
no favour, gas was fully prepared to be taken on its merits. The 
Institution could do very great work. It was not always easy to 
say of a new body that it was really needed; but this organization 
would fill a long-felt want. He congratulated them upon their 
first President, who was keenly interested in efficiency of illumi- 
nation—the problem with which they were concerned. He wished 
every success to the President and to the members in the work 
to which they had put their hand. 


A LIGHTING INSPECTION. 


At the close of the business proceedings tea was served, and 
then followed a motor coach tour of the main thoroughfares of 
London, under the guidance of Mr. Liberty, to inspect the street 
lighting. Two halts were made—one in Cheapside and the other 
in Cannon Street—to witness demonstrations of the lowering and 
raising of the centrally suspended high-power electric and gas 
lamps respectively, to which reference had been made by Mr. 
Finch and Mr. Liberty at the meeting. 

In the course of the ride an excellent impression was gained of 
the lighting of the City and the West End, a description of the 
types of lamps used in connection with which (with their height 
and the width of the roadway) had been prepared and handed to 
the members in advance. In the Mansion House and Royal Ex- 
change area, Cannon Street, Queen Victoria Street, New Bridge 
Street, Fleet Street, Aldwych and Kingsway, Whitehall, Parlia- 
ment Street, Victoria Street, Pall Mall, Regent Street, and 
Shaftesbury Avenue, were seen high-pressure gas-lamps of 
various powers—some of them being of the Keith 3900-c.p. and 
4000-c.p. types, and others of 2000-c.p. Then in the City of 
London side streets were found go-c.p. “City” shadowless 
lamps, with “ Nico” inverted burners. ‘“ Nico” lanterns were 
seen in Ashley Gardens (three-light large inverted burners), 
Francis Street (two-light large inverted burners), Vauxhall Bridge 
Road (five-light large inverted burners) ; while on the left-hand 
side of Edgware Road gas-lamps fitted with three medium in- 
verted burners, 180-c.p., in ‘‘ Nico” lanterns, faced electric fila- 
ment lamps on the other side of the road, and in Charing Cross 
Road there were “ Nico” five-burner lights, nominally 400-c.p. 
Low-pressure gas was again met with in Tottenham Court Road, 
in the form of Kempton lamps, with multiple superheater burners 
—nominally 500-c.p. 


STREET LIGHTING APPLIANCE EXHIBITION. 


As will have been noted from remarks made during the meet- 
ing, there was arranged in conjunction with the conference 4 
small exhibition of some of the most modern street-lighting appli- 
ances. The exhibits were of both gas and electric apparatus; 4 
number of gas-lamps being shown in lighting. In all, over a dozen 
firms took part, and the following account of the gas-apparatus 
displayed is reproduced from the printed description prepared 
for the occasion. 


Gas LIGHTING, 


William Edgar, Blenheim Works, Waterloo Street, Hammersmith, W.6. 

(1) The “Ionic” circular lamp in copper throughout, with hinged 
top for easy access to burner, &c. Fitted with two-light superbeatet 
burner in solid brass, with single outside gas and air regulators, and 
seamless brass gasway. Enamelled iron reflector supported by three 
milled nuts. (2) The “Caxton P” 16-in. square lamp, constructed 10 
copper throughout, with hinged top for easy access to burner, &e. 
Fitted with three-light superheater burner in solid brass, with single 
outside gas and air regulators, and seamless brass gasway. Porcelaid 
reflector supported by three milled nuts. (3) The “ Caxton” conver 
sion burner of the swan-neck type, in brass throughout, to take tw° 
mantles on superheater. 


Messrs. Falk, Stadelmann, & Co., Ltd., Nos. 83, 85, 87, Farringdot 
Road, E.C. 


Veritas “ Ukay ” gas-lamp, fitted with superheater, and wiich - 
be supplied to take medium, universal, “Graetzin,” or 300 cand 
power mantles, Particular exhibit represents what is known as 
“Cluster” type, for No. 2 or medium mantles. This lamp has beet 
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on the market for a number of years, is extensively adopted among 
railways and lighting authorities for public lighting, and can be SUP 
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plied either in enamelled steel or copper. Perfectly wind and rain 
proof, it has a very high efficiency with a low gas consumption. 

“ Veritas” inverted street lighting conversion burners. Made in1, 2, 3, 
and 5 light, This burner is fitted with a superheater, thus obtaining the 
greatest duty possible. Complete with efficient patent gas-adjuster, per- 
mitting of an exact adjustment, which, once effected, is not upset by 
vibration. This is a particularly useful fitting that will enable the 
ready conversion of many of the existing lamps, which are too good to 
be scrapped, from the upright to the more up-to-date inverted mode 
of lighting. 

Messrs. Guest and Chrimes, Ltd., Rotherham. 


The exhibits of this firm comprise one 14-in square copper lantern, 
fitted with One-light “ Langlands ” type burner, 70 c.p., passing 3 c.ft. 
per hour. “One 15-in. square copper lantern, fitted with four-light 
“Langlands” type burner, 169 c.p., passing 12 c.ft. per hour, Oae 
18-in. square copper lantern, fitted with six-light “ Langlands” type 
burner, 250C.p., passing 163 c.ft. per hour. 


Holophane, Ltd., Elverton Street, Vincent Square, S.W. 


The new Holophane two and four way prismatic street refractors 
deliver upon the street from 40 to 50 p.ct. more light than the best 
available previous equipment—the symmetrical refractor. At the 
same time, they have a light distribution which permits of spacing the 
units at twelve times the mounting height, with as good uniformity re- 
sults as were obtainable with the best of previous equipment at eight 
times the mounting height. 


Messrs. C. H. Kempton & Co., Ltd, No. 235, Westminster 
Bridge Road, S.E. 

A 16 in. squarestreet lantern, made from 8 lb. copper sheets ; the roof 
and waist being pressed from one piece, giving great strength. The 
ribs are stiffened by tinned steel rods running from waist to bottom. 
Painted two coats inside, three coats outside, varnished, and glazed 
15 oz. glass. With reflector and inner chimney of enamelled steel, 
and top ornaments of spun copper, provided with roller lighting trap, 
stout copper tube for gas supply, and inclined pattern superheater 
burner, arranged for cluster of three No. 2 size mantles. The lamp is 
carefully designed for long life and maximum efficiency. 

Conversion set, inclined pattern, for use with 16 in. square lantern, 
consisting of stout g-in. copper tube for gas supply, with union; 
inclined pattern burner with gas and air regulators and superheater 
box for No. 2 inverted mantles, with enamelled steel reflector and 
inner chimney. Of best workmanship throughout, and highest pos- 
sible efficiency ; this set is supplied to suit any size lantern; no struc- 
tural alterations are required. 

A17-in, circular lantern, made from 1olb. copper sheets. The neck, 
roof, and waist are spun from one piece, giving great strength. With 
stout lead corona, enamelled steel reflector and inner chimney, and 
spun copper top ornaments, Painted two coats inside, three coats 
outside, varnished, glazed with 21 oz. glass, and provided with roller 
lighting door, stout copper tube for gas supply, and highly efficient 
burner carrying superheated cluster box for five No. 2 inverted 
mantles. This type of lamp can also be fitted with burner of inclined 
pattern for regulation from inside lantern. 


Messrs. A. E. Podmore & Co, No. 34, Charles Street, Hatton 
Garden, E C. 

The firm's “‘Ivex” dust-proof bunsen burners are suitable for 
interchange of nozzles for bijou, medium, or universal mantles, The 
primary air is drawn from below the outlet of products of combustion, 
and the lamps are suitable for low-grade gas of 400 B.Th.U. or less, 
and likewise a rich gas. 

The firm also show their adaptable patented reflector for existing 
lamps, whereby the four projecting pieces can be moved into the 
corners of the lamp frame and readily fit reflector and burners to a 
lamp that is worth a few more seasons’ use, and where first cost is an 
essential consideration. 

The “ Bourne” public lighting lamp is used for lighting the Poole 
to Bournemouth main roads. The “ Bournemouth ” adaption sets, 
fitted with heavy cast superbeater burners, of which large numbers 
have been fitted in the by-roads and semi by-roads for many years, are 
gale and storm proof. They give the highest efficiency with the mini- 
mum of gas consumption. 

The “Swindon” all-copper square lamp, made from very best 
material, can be used for single or multiple superheater burners, and 
for interchange of varying size nozzles from bijou to universal. 


Messrs. William Sugg & Co., Ltd, Ranelagh Works, Chapter 
Street, S.W. 


(1) Square copper lamp with twin No. 2 cluster and automatic con- 
troller for street lighting. (2) Upright type of “ Littleton” lamp with 
4-light cluster. (3) Suspension type of “Rochester” lamp with 
3light cluster, fitted with distance control. (4) Gland pattern control 
cock. (5) Distance control device. The “Littleton” lamp, it may be 
remarked, produces its candle power by the use of multiple small 
burners. A lamp of this type with three No. 2 mantles gives 270c.p., 
while a lamp with one No. 6 mantle, involving the same consumption, 
Will give only 180 c.p. 

CONTROLLING APPARATUS, 


British, Foreign, and Colonial Automatic Light Controlling Company, 
Ltd., Holdenhurst Road, Bournemouth. 
The “ Gunfire” gas-controller comprises a clockwork mechanism 


ned in a case, and a slotted disc. Pawls are fitted into the 
Slotted isc in such a manner that they can be placed to turn on and 


extinguish the light at the actual times required daily ; and this opera- 
¥ 1s performed for one week with one winding. The mechanism is 


~ Smail dimensions, and is contained in a small brass case, and when 
then js fixed to the standpipe inside the lantern; the burner being 
wi “vem ‘Oo the tap of the mechanism. It is, therefore, ready for use 
T ali present lamps, fittings, and burners without alteration. 
he apparatus is supplied in four patterns: (1) For use with single 


together. (2) For clusters where part of the burners are to be reduced 
about midnight and the remainder at dawn. (3) For burners to light 
at dusk, extinguish about midnight, and relight for an hour-and-a-half 
in the early morning ; the attachment for re-lighting can be removed 
during the summer months. (4) A quick-moving apparatus for “S.I.” 
and high-pressure burners. Each apparatus is supplied, complete with 
by-pass, ready for use with the burner for which it is required. : 
The method of working adopted by authorities who have large in- 
stallations is for 1000 lamps to be worked by four men, who do the 
whole work of cleaning lamps, renewal of mantles, and winding the 
apparatus for the section of 1000 once weekly. The winding and set- 
ting of the apparatus are done at the same time as the cleaning. 


The Gas-Meter Company, Ltd., No. 228, Kingsland Road, E. 
The “ London” controller, shown by this Company, is a clock con- 
troller of the finest manufacture, embodying tbe latest method for 
automatically lighting and extinguishing gas-lamps. The vatve is 
centrally driven by an independent train (the operation being neitber 
too fast nor too slow, thus obviating any shock to the mantles). and is 
specially recommended for superheated burners. Particular attention 
was drawn to the latest improved “ London” controller for shop light- 
ing. This is designed to light and extinguish six days weekly, but does 
not operate on the seventh day. 


The Horstmann Gear Company, Ltd., Newbridge Works, Bath. 
The “‘ Newbridge” type of gas controller and automatic lighting ap- 
paratus has a detachable and interchangeable movement for either 
gas or electricity, any controller being instantly locked on to any gas- 
cock of its own type. This form of controller has a fourteen-day run. 
The construction of the “Newbridge” controller is such that the 
winding, time-setting, and the adjustment of the times of lighting and 
extinguishing are independent of one another, and can be operated 
and adjusted without disturbing the other elements. The attendant 
can thus wind and make all adjustments with one hand, leaving the 
other free to hold the ladder or lamp. The power is maintained dur- 
ing the winding of the clock, and the clock is never brought to a stand- 
still during winding (a very important feature), seeing that it cannot 
be started by shaking the lamp-post, but would have to be disconnected 
for the purpose. 

Ocher types of controllers are designed for the operation of large 
gas-cocks in conjunction with 4-in., 2-in., and 1-in. iron gas-mains, for 
use with gas-lamps, &c. Models were also shown for extinguishing a 
portion of a cluster of lamps, and other special purposes. 


-_e 


PLANT USED IN SULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
MANUFACTURE. 





Drying the Salt by Gas, and Neutralizing with Ammonia. 


At the January meeting of the Midland Section of the Coke 
Oven Managers’ Association, Mr. S. Stonier read a paper in 
which he describes the sulphate of ammonia plant in operation at 
the Talk-o’-the-Hill Colliery. Thisis of the indirect type built by 
Messrs. W. C. Holmes & Co., Ltd.; the saturator being of the 
overhead type, delivering the sulphate on to a draining table. 
Previous to the adoption of the new method, the sulphate was 
dried by means of heated plates, and was then passed through a 
disintegrator. This process was costly in labour, objectionable 
to the workmen, and unreliable. The plant was then altered so 
as to produce neutral sulphate without the use of soda ash, and 
to dry the salt without reducing it to a powder. In considering 
the dryer, instead of using steam, it was decided to build a small 
gas-furnace; and it was found that only a very small amount of 
gas was required, the combustion being carried out with a large 
excess of air. The hot air is conducted to the bottom of the dryer 
by a small brick flue. 

The dryer itself consists of a circular cast-iron shell, ro ft. high 
by 5 ft. diameter, with eight wrought-iron shelves built up inside 
it. An outlet is made in each of the shelves or floors, arranged 
to allow moving arms to push the sulphate a complete circle 
round each shelf. These arms are fastened to a centre shaft 
suspended from top gearing over the centre of the shell. To en- 
sure the proper travel of the heat throughout the whole of the 
apparatus, circular discs are fastened to the shaft between each 
set of shelves. Normally the sulphate takes five to six minutes in 
passing through the dryer. This rate of travel gives a salt con- 
taining not more than o'15 p.ct. of moisture. A slight reduction 
of the engine speed easily gives completely dry sulphate. 


NEUTRALIZATION. 


When soda ash was used in solution, it was fairly satisfactory, 
but not nearly so efficient or reliable as the use of weak ammonia 


solution. Five gallons of the latter, containing o*22 p.ct. NHs, 
are used on 2 cwt. of salt. To summarize the advantages of the 
process: 


(x) The method of neutralizing is positive, and easily controlled 
by the workmen. 

(2) The method of drying is economical in gas and positive in 
action, working with a minimum amount of attention. 

(3) The conveying and crushing operate with a minimum 
amount of trouble. 

(4) No caking of the sulphate in the bags. 

(5) No breaking of the crystals. 

(6) Economical, as the salt is delivered into the bags without 

handling, reducing labour to a minimum. 

(7) No waste; make definite. 

(8) Mechanically, the drying, crushing, and bagging is done with 





burners or for clusters where all the lights are to be turned on and off 


a minimum amount of engineering supervision. 
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REGISTER OF PATENTS. 


Low-Temperature Carbonization.—No. 192,040. 
WuirteE, W. C., of Lower Belgrave Street, S.W. 1 (formerly of India). 
No. 29,241; Oct. 26, 1922. 

Convention date (India) : Jan. 18, 1922. 


This invention relates to the low-temperature carbonization of solid 
fuels such as coal, lignite, peat, shale, wood, and other carbonaceous 
material of a similar nature—particularly to carbonization carried out 
in rotary retorts by the sensible heat of gases. 

It is known to use revolving cylindrical retorts with slightly inclined 
axes and to cause the carbonaceous material to pass in counter-flow to 
the heating medium, and to provide the retorts internally with shelves 
adapted to agitate the material under treatment. 

The patentee states that known processes are particularly adapted 
for continuous operation, and do not permit of readily closing down or 
restarting except with the loss of a considerable expenditure of time 
and heat energy. They are therefore not adapted for use with in- 
dustrial plants, works, or factories. 

Objects of the invention are : To provide an improved process and 
plant particularly adapted for intermittent working ; to introduce cer- 
tain improvements in the working of the process itself, whereby it is 
more efficient ; to provide improvements whereby the amount of water 
needed for condensation, purification, recovery of bye-products, &c., 
is much reduced; and to make improvements in the plant itself 
whereby the material to be acted upon is brought into more intimate 
and thorough contact with the heated medium. 

Accordingly, the gas, which is preferably producer gas, after pass- 
ing through the length of the retort, instead of being drawn off and 
passed to the condensers, scrubbers, purifiers, &c., is circulated many 
times until the desired degree of saturation of the gas with condensable 
volatile products is secured ; and when this degree of saturation has 
been reached, the gases are finally drawn off. For this purpose a 
blower is installed which draws gas from the end of the retort further 
from the original source of external gas supply, and returns it to the 
other end of the retort. Since the gas in circulation rapidly loses its 
sensible heat, it is generally necessary for efficient working to reheat 
the gas before forcing it through the retort the second or subsequent 
times. For this purpose a suitable furnace or reheating means is pro- 
vided. This will preferably be placed towards that end of the retort 
at which the hot gas enters, and the exact point at which the gas is re- 
introduced into the retort will preferably depend upon the degree of 
reheat to which it is subjected. It is generally desirable so to arrange 
matters that the gas in being re-introduced into the retort will enter 
at a point where the gas passing through the retort is at the same or 
a lower temperature, so that there may be no chilling of the contents 
of the retorts towards its hotter end. As producer gas on being manu- 
factured leaves the producer at a temperature of 700° to 830° C., it is 
advisable to reheat the gas in circulating to as near this temperature as 
possible. 

For reheating purposes it is possible to use (as has been proposed in 
certain of the known processes for the distillation of solid fuel) part of 
the gas from the producer or other source, if such gas is of suitable 
composition ; or part of the gas which is being circulated through the 
retort, if of suitable composition, may be drawn off and used. 

By thus circulating the gas several times through the retort it be- 
comes very rich in light oils and other bye-products; and much less 
water is required in subsequent treatment. 

The rich gases may be drawn off at intervals for cleaning and re- 
covery of the bye-products and for subsequent use of the gas for light- 
ing or power. For reheating the circulating gases, it is also advisable 
to use gas from which the bye-products have been extracted. 

The gas being circulated by blowers a number of times allows of the 
process and plant being readily adapted tcr intermittent working. 
Upon closing-down the feed of material to the retort, the producer or 
other source of gas supply may be closed down, and the rotation of 
the retort preferably stopped at the same time, By keeping the 
blowers going, preferably quite slowly, the gas in the retort may be 
kept in circulation through the retort, being suitably reheated in cir- 
culation as already explained. The retort, its contents, and linings are 
thus kept at a suitable temperature during the hours the plant is closed 
down, so that it can start operating again at very short notice. The 
gas which has been kept in circulation during the shut-down period, 
on being drawn off will be found very rich in bye-products, and there 
will be no loss of possibly valuable cooling water in treating gas poorly 
charged with bye-products. 


Gas Producers.—No. 209,211. 


Bent.ey, G. H., and Appiesy, E. G., both of Victoria 
Street, S.W. 1. 


No. 31,122; Nov. 14, 1922. 
No. 1802; Jan. 19, 1923. 


The objects of this invention, relating to gas producers, are: 1. The 
provision of means for evenly agitating the upper portion of the ash 
bed and lower portion of the incandescent fuel bed. 2. The distribu- 
tion of the blast of air or air and steam evenly in the top of the ash 
bed. 3. The reduction of the cost of a gas producer or retort by the 
reduction in size of the ash pan, and in the case of a producer by the 
elimination of the revolving grate usually employed. 

The gas producer comprises a fixed shell, preferably circular in cross- 
section, to whic’ fuel is supplied at the top and is maintained in a 
state of incandescence by a blast of air or of air and steam. The shell 
may be carried by columns and has beneath it a rotating ash pan sup- 
ported on rollers or balls. 

According to the invention, a tubs passes centrally through, is se- 
cured to, and rotates with the ash pan. The tube has mounted 





extend to the top of the ash bed—that is, to slightly below the hollow 


shell. The arms are triangular pyramids or plough shaped, and 
are hollow and provided with outlets. To the end of the aris js 
secured a hollow ring which extends beneath, and is protected from 
excessive wear and heating by, the wall of the casing. The ring is 
provided with perforations in its bottom or rear walls or in both. An 
air supply is connected to the tube ; the air passing to tbe arms and 
the ring. Issuing from the perforations in them, it escapes to the fuel 
in the casing at points in the upper level of the ash bed, whereby it 
has not to pass through the bulk of the ash bed, as is usual, and is, 
moreover, supplied to that part of the fuel which has just been 
agitated by the arms. 

The arms may be provided with upwardly extending lugs for agita. 
ting the fuel. These should be so situated relatively to the perfora. 
tions in the rear surfaces of the arms as to. be in advance of them 
when the arms are rotated. The arms agitate the fuel at the top of 
the ash bed, and their formation causes the ash to be pressed down 
in the ash pan, from which it is removed by a scraper of ordinary 
construction. 

Steam to be added to the air supply is obtained from water which 
has been heated in the jacket either of the producer or of the agitator 
or poker, and the steam is led to aspraying apparatus in the tube 
passing through the ash pan. 

In some cases no water seal is provided, when it is unnecessary to 
provide the ash pan with sides, the ash pan being confined in an air 
or gas tight casing. 


Wash-Boilers.—No. 209,612. 
Ricsy, A. & T., both of Bury. 
No, 2996; Feb. 1, 1923. 


This invention relates to the well-known type of domestic wash- 
boiler consisting of an outside sheet-metal shell and an inner boiler, 
with a gas-burner between. The usual method of construction entails 
the piercing of the shell in several places for the passage of bolts, 
fittings, &c. ; and the patentees point out that such treatment renders 
corrosion likely, and that it is not easy in present circumstances to pro- 
tect the edges. 

According to the invention, leg castings are provided which not only 
allow a substantial opening for Jighting and for the introduction of a 
supply pipe, &c., but which mask, strengthen, and protect the apertures 
in the shell. 


Incandescent Fittings.—No. 209,822. 
Hinett, A. G., of Birmingham. 
No. 28,119; Oct. 17, 1922. 


This invention relates to an accessory for use with a pendant having 
a semi-indirect bowl fitting. It consists of a dish-shaped bowl—suit- 
ably of “vitreosii”—suspended between the burner head and the 
globe ; the object being to intercept the flame and protect the globe in 
the event of the mantle being broken. 

The protector is carried by a ring riveted to the ends of two metal 
arms which are carried upwards and pivoted to lugs on a perforated 
disc. The latter is held between two screwed portions of the gas. 
tube. Thus the protector may be swung aside during attention to the 
mantle, Alternatively the fitting may be carried by the burner head 
itself. 





APPLICATIONS FOR PATENTS. 


{Extracted from the “Official Journal” for Feb. 13.] 


Nos, 2794 to 3451. 


Apams, M. J.—“ Gas-fires, &c.” No. 2951. 

ALDEN, R. J.—“ Gas-producers.” No. 3381. 

BELL, E. A.—“ Gas-heated furnaces, &c.” No. 3142. me 

Crapnam, T. A., and Crarg, R. J. W.—* Apparatus for purification 
of gases.” No. 2819. 

Davey, H.—Coal-tipping cage-conveyor.” No. 2938. 

Davey, H.—“ Coal-loading distributor.” No. 3157. 

Donker, L. H. A.— Cooling gases.” No. 3060. 

Fasry, R. F, F.—“ Process for purifying coal gas.” No. 3159 

Gacc, A.—* Rotary valves for pipe-lines.” No. 3346. 

Garrett, P. A.—“ Valves for liquids or gases.” No. 3002. 

GREEN, W. L.—See Alden, R. J. No. 3381. 

Gwynne, G. H.—See Davey, H. Nos. 2938, 3157. 

Hersey, S.—* Gas washer-scrubbers.” No. 3427. 

Hicks, A.—“ Gas-taps.” No. 3423. 

Huauenin, A.—See Gagg, A. No. 3346. _ 

KirxuaM, Hvett, and CHANDLER, Ltp.—See Hersey, S. No. 3427: 

Koprers’ Coke-Oven Company, Ltp., and Koppers, H.—‘“ Con 
tinuously distilling liquid hydrocarbons.” No. 3446. 

Major, J. L.—“ Distillation, &c., of liquids.” No. 3208. _ Hl 

Mewss, R. F. & R. K. E.—“ Process for separating gas mixtures. 
No. 2908. 

OpvELL, T. E.—“ Taps or cocks.” No. 2868. 

OpELL, W. W.—*Gas-producer.” No. 3035. 

S1pEBotTtTom, H.—“ Bunsen burners.” No. 3385. . 

Smitu, E. W., and Smita Meters, Lrp.—* Coin-freed gas-meters: 
No. 3140 

Stokes, F. W.—See Hersey, S. No. 3427. 

Taytor, B.—See Major, J. L. No. 3208. 


Umpcesy, F.— Gas-generators.” No. 3039. 
Vicars, E. L,—** Gas-ovens.” No. 2806. 
Weryman, G.—See Adams, M. J. No. 2951. 


——7_ 
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The Directors of the Kirkham Gas Company, at the half-yearly 
meeting last week, recommended a dividend at the rate of § p.ct: - 
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PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Progress of Bilis. 


Manchester Corporation Bill: Presented, and read the first time. 
Rhymney and Aber Gas Bill: Presented, read the first time, and 
referred to the Examiners. 


Petitions Deposited against Private Bills. 

Petitions have been deposited by the Aldershot Gas, Water, and 
District Lighting Company against the London Electricity Supply 
(Nos. 1 and 2) Bills; the Tottenham District Light, Heat, and Power 
Company against the North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply 
Bill; and the Dover Gas Company against the Dover Corporation 
Bill. 

Standing Orders Complied With. 

The Standing Orders applicable to the following Bills have been 
complied: with: Croydon Corporation, Manchester Corporation, 
Rotherham Corporation, and Rhymney and Aber Gas. 


<->~ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 





Progress of Bills, 


The following Bills will originate in the House of Lords : Manchester 
Corporation, and Rhymney and Aber Gas. 

Bills presented, read the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time: Croydon Corporation, and Rotherham Corporation. 


Petitions Deposited Against Private Bills. 

The Woking Water and Gas Company are petitioning against the 
Thames Conservancy Bill; the Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Company, 
and the Holyhead and North Wales Gas and Water Corporation against 
the Great Western Railway (Additional Powers) Bill; the Gas Light 
and Coke Company, South Metropolitan Gas Company, and Com- 
mercial Gas Company against the London County Council (General 
Powers) Bill; and the Southampton Gas Light and Coke Company 
against the Southern Railway Bill. 


Gas Regulation Act. 


A copy was presented of a draft of a Special Order proposed to be 
made by the Board of Trade under section 10 of the Act, on the appli- 
cation of the Melksham Gas Light and Coke Company, Ltd. 








SONA EE SSO AEE 


LEGAL INTELLIGENCE. 


GENEROSITY OF THE GAS LIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 








£600 for the Death of a Husband. 


In the Bow County Court, last Friday, before Judge Snacce, the 
generosity of the Gas Light and Coke Company was referred to in 
eulogistic terms, with reference to the settlement of a claim of a widow 
for the death of her husband. The plaintiff was Mrs. Maggie Jane 
Byne, of Ilford, and she sued under the Employers’ Liability Act, to 
recover damages from the Company for the death of her husband. 


The plaintiff's claim was that her husband had for three years been 
employed as a painter at the Beckton Gas-Works, and was killed on 
Sept. 25 last, through falling, or being dragged, into some machinery 
while at work, She alleged that he was killed by reason of a defect 
in the condition of the machinery or plant. Alternatively she claimed 
that he was killed by reason of the negligence of a workman in the 
defendant's employ, to whose orders or directions the deceased at the 
time of the accident was bound to conform, his death resulting from so 
carrying out his orders. 

Mr. I. Lanpav, for the widow, said the Gas Company had been 
exceedingly generous in the matter. They were liable for three years’ 
wages at the outside, which amounted to £600; and without the least 
objection, they had paid the full amount that they were legally respon- 
sible for—the ¢600—into Court. They had also paid in full the costs of 
the preliminary proceedings. He desired to place on record their 
handsome treatment of the widow. 

Judge Snacce: It is very gratifying to hear such a statement. 

_Mr. Lanpav said the only matter for his Honour was the appor- 
“onment of the money ; and he suggested £300 to the widow and £75 
to each of the four children. : 

Judge SvaGce said this seemed a reasonable apportionment, and he 
Would agree to a settlement on these terms. 


a 
—_—— 











5 Cheaper Gas at Fenny Stratford.—The Directors of the Fenny 
senior Gas Light and Coke Company, Ltd., announce that, as from 
ay reading of meters at the Christmas quarter, the price of gas is to 
@ reduced by 5d. per 1000 c.ft. 


P Gas Price at Ashton-under-Lyne.—Despite the fact that a reduc- 
~ has recently been made in the price of the therm by the Ashton 
pas Company, the Town Council are taking steps with a view to ob- 
aoe @ further decrease. An application is being made to the Board 
[ Trade under the Gas Regulation Act for an Amending Order re- 
(Chee the powers of charging authorized by the Company’s Gas 

<harges) Order, 1921. Councillor Fowden (the Chairman of the 
‘_shting Committee) stated that Ashton was one of the highest rated 
Owns for gas in the country, and his Committee felt that the rate- 
Payers were entitled to an inquiry into the matter. 





MISCELLANEOUS NEWS. 


GAS REGULATION ACT APPLICATIONS, 


The following further notices have appeared in the “London 
Gazette” with regard to applications to the Board of Trade for Orders 
under the Gas Regulation Act. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


Burton-upon-Trent Corporation. 

Application is to be made by the Corporatiou to the Board of Trade 
for a Special Order to extend the limits of supply so as to include the 
parishes of Wichnor and Alrewas, to specify the charges for gas in the 
added area, and to enable them to borrow money to cover the cost of 


the Order. 
DECLARATIONS OF CALORIFIC VALUE. 
Teignmouth Urban District Council.—450 B.Th.U. (April 1.) 
Wath, Bolton, and Thurnscoe Gas Board.—500 B.Tb.U. (March 31.) 


otiitins 
— 


GAS REGULATION ACT ORDERS. 





We have received from the Director of Gas Administration copies 
of the following further Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
section 1 of the Gas Regulation Act. 


Dunoon Corporation, 

The Order is in the usual terms, without the naming of any price. 

(Feb. 5.) 
Market Rasen New Lighting Company, Ltd. 

After the declared date, the standard price in respect of gas supplied 
by the undertakers shall be 18d. per therm. 

For the purpose of ascertaining the authorized rate of dividend, any 
price charged per 1000 c.ft. before the declared date shall be rendered 
into the equivalent price per therm by dividing it by five. (Feb. 12.) 


Wath, Bolton, and Thurnscoe Gas Board. 
After the declared date, the maximum price in respect of gas supplied 
by the undertakers shall be 13d. per therm. 


Prepayment meter clauses are included. (Feb. 4.) 


—_ 
> 


YORK GAS COMPANY. 





The annual meeting of the Company was held on Feb. 14. 
The CuHairMan (Mr. Alfred Procter), in moving the adoption of the 
report and accounts, said that there was an increase of 12,767,000 c. ft. 


in the gas sold, as compared with the amount for 1922. Out of the 
revenue, £2500 had been placed to the special purposes fund; a 
further £15,000 paid on account of the vertical retort installation ; 
and {£1300 provided for a locomotive. After these payments, there 
was £15,535 left. The price of gas had been reduced from od. to 8d. 
per therm; and a further reduction would come into operation from 
the March readings of the meters. The price then would be equiva- 
lent to 3s. per 1coo c.ft., which was only 44 p.ct. more than the pre- 
war. It was expected that the vertical retorts, which were near com- 
pletion, would be brought into operation next month. The Chairman 
moved that dividends at the rate of 4 p.ct. per annum on the “A”’ 
preference stock, and £4 Ios. p.ct. on the consolidated ordinary stock, 
be declared for the year ended Dec. 31, 1923. 

Mr. J. J. Hunt, J.P. (the Vice-Chairman), said the Company had 
a loyal staff at the offices and the works. In their Secretary and 
Manager (Mr. H. E. Bloor, B.Sc., B.Eng.) they had a most active 
servant, The best thanks of the shareholders should be given to the 
Manager and staff. 

Mr. E. BusHELL seconded; and the motion was carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. Bioor, in reply, referred to the complaints which were con- 
stantly being made against the Gas Company in regard to the tear- 
ing up of the streets. Their policy, he said, was not to do anything 
which showed the Company in an unfavourable light, but to work in 
conjunction with the municipal authorities and to co-operate with 
others having the right to use the streets, On every occasion when 
the authorities found it necessary to re-make streets, the Gas Company 
and all other users of the sub-soil took advantage of the opportunity 
to see that their mains were absolutely perfect, so that they would not 
need any further attention for a long period. He considered that the 
day of gas was just beginning, and not ending; and he could claim 
with confidence that no industry showed more activity on the busi- 
ness and commercial side, as well as on the technical and scientific 
side, than the industry in which they were engaged. 


—_— 
i ae 





Solihull Gas Price Reduction.—The Directors of the Solihull Gas 
Company have decided to make a further reduction in the price of gas, 
as from the readings of the meters for the December quarter last, of 
1d. per therm, equivalent to 5d. per 1000 c.ft. The price for the pre- 
sent quarter is 104d. per therm, or 4s. 44d. per 1000 c.ft. 


Gas-Meter Theft.—Henry M'‘Donald, labourer, was, at Dundee 
Sheriff Court recently, fined 15s., with the alternative of ten days’ 
imprisonment, for having forced open the prepayment gas-meter in his 
father’s house, and stolen 4s. 2d. Accused stated that at the time the 
meter was broken into he found the money lying on the floor. No 
doubt he lifted the money off the floor; but he did not break open the 
meter. 
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SOUTH METROPOLITAN: GAS COMPANY. 


Ordinary General Meeting. 


The Ordinary General Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company 
was held at the Cannon Street Hotel, E.C., last Wednesday afternoon, 
—Dr. CHARLES CARPENTER in the chair. 


The Secretary (Mr. Frank Day) read the advertisement convening 
the meeting, and the minutes of the last ordinary general meeting. 
Thereafter the seal of the Company was affixed to the “ Register of 
Proprietors.” 


THE ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 

The PRESIDENT, on rising to address the meeting, said: Ladies and 
Gentlemen,—A perusal of the report will have prepared you for what 
must be the dominant note of the remarks I propose to make this 
afternoon—namely, that while the year has been for us an uneventful 
one, its record is indicative of a steady and continued progress. The 
chief causes which have contributed to this result are twofold. In the 
first place, there has been a resumption in South London of activity in 
house building, which has been more or less in abeyance by reason of 
the war and the unsettled condition of affairs following therefrom. I 
mention this first as a factor in our increased business, because it is, I 
think, generally recognized as a sign of returning prosperity among 
ne at large, as well as being indicative of a revival of 
trade. 


MORE AND MORE DEPENDENCE UPON GASEOUS ENERGY. 


But the number of new houses built, and therefore of fresh consumers 
for gas, does not nearly account for the increase in our output. This 
is due very largely to the satisfactory fact that our existing consumers 
are depending more and more upon gaseous energy for such of their 
varied requirements, as gas is particularly—I had almost said uniquely 
—fitted to supply. This is not only true of the slot-meter consumers, 
whose average consumption slowly but steadily improves, but it applies 
equally to those consumers supplied through ordinary meters. They 
are not only installing new appliances of various kinds, but they are 
more freely employing those they have already in use. Now, they 
have been encouraged in this course by two important characteristics 
of gas supply—its reliability and its cheapness. Despite coal strikes, 
railway strikes, unrest among dockers and transport workers—to name 
a few such disturbances—South London has had its full and uninter- 
rupted gas supply for over one-third of acentury. It is impossible to 
overrate the importance of this fact in relation not only to the con- 
venience, but to the well-being and health of the community. And 
putting aside strikes, the distributing system of gas undertakings is 
singularly free from those interruptions which even to-day seem as 
inseparable as they have ever been from that other form of energy 
which so often provides the newspapers with headlines such as 
“Failure of the Electric Light in Woolwich ”—or in Battersea, in 
West Ham, in Fulham, and elsewhere far and wide. 


CHEAPNESS OF GAS. 


The other qualification for popularity is undoubtedly that of cheapness. 
This has been our constant aim, and, combined with the maintenance 
of a high and constant quality, may be stated to form the main basis 
of our general policy towards our customers. I am bound to admit 
that we are to some extent guided in this matter by the instinct of self- 
preservation, for it would be folly to associate the idea of prosperity in 
@ gas company’s affairs with high charges for gas. Sooner or later 
such a policy would bring its Nemesis, of which the bistory of Metro- 
politan gas supply during the past fifty years would certainly produce 
examples. We require to take little, if any, pains to convince the 
average householder of the convenience and comfort which a gas 
supply places at his disposal. But we cannot take too much care to 
see that the cost of this service is kept down to the lowest possible 
figure. [‘ Hear, hear.”] In no sphere of usefulness is this more in- 
creasingly recognized than in that of the use of gas for industrial pur- 
poses, which, while still but a small proportion of our busiress, is an 
extending one in many ways. 


SIMPLE CONTROL AND REGULAR SERVICE. 
Not the least important factor in this connection is the simplicity of 
control and regularity of service provided by the supply of gas. With 
raw fuel it is next to impossible for the user to obtain supplies of 
regular quality. As large buyers of coal ourselves, we are in daily 


touch with this difficulty, and are only able to maintain even a mode- . 


rate degree of quality by unremitting watchfulness in the coalfields, 
with a thoroughness which would be impossible for ordinary users 
to apply. But the gas-works’ function is to take the irregularly con- 
stituted (both as regards energy and purity) raw fuel, and convert it 
into a product of constant potentiality and uniform purity. This fact 
alone enormously simplifies the operations of the manufacturer in 
many industries, where, with a known expenditure on therms, he can 
always rely upon obtaining definite results, and not infrequently with 
little or no specialized attention. The use of gas is, as I have said, in 
such directions increasing ; and manufacturers are beginning to learn 
that even in some cases where the application of gaseous fuel might 
on the face of it appear more costly, this is often more than set-off by 
the reduction, or even elimination, of the labour and supervision 
charges inseparable from the use of raw fuel. 


HIGH-PRESSURE STREET LIGHTING. 
There is another interesting application of gas, but to commerce 


rather than to industry, which I must not overlook—and that is to | 


high-pressure street lighting. At one time I should have said that the 
finest examples of this were to be found in certain West-End Metro- 
politan thoroughfares. But that is not the case to-day. There are 
now some thousands of these high-pressure lamps in use in various 
South London shopping centres, where they have, it seems, become 
indispensable to business. The softness and beauty of the lighting is 
unequalled, and by it the problem has been solved of an outdoor 
artificial illumination which is at once attractive and efficient, and is 
certainly the nearest approach of artificial lighting to sunlight. 


While on the subject of outdoor lighting, it would be unfair were | 
not to refer to the excellent work carried out by our Public Lighting 
Department in the illumination of the streets. It had its vicissitudes 
during, and subsequent to, the war; but I am happy to say that it has 
not only reached, but has surpassed, its pre-war efficiency, and I am 
sure that all those who know South London will confirm this 
eulogium, 


THE INDUSTRY AS AN EMPLOYER OF LABOUR. 


Whatever objection may be urged against gas as a source of illumi- 
nation cannot apply to street lighting, where its success is unques. 
tioned ; and it betokens a curious mentality on the part of some 
borough councils, who set to work to dispossess us of a century-old 
heritage of supplying light to the street-lamps, and to substitute elec. 
tricity, in order, so they allege, to find work for the unemployed, 
Whatever may be the supposed drawbacks of gas, the failure to pro. 
vide employment for a large number of people is certainly not one of 
them. An electricity generating undertaking of similar capacity could 
be, and invariably is, run with a much smaller number of employees, 
But in that case the whole of the valuable constituents of the coal 
used, as well as its fixed carbon, are utterly consumed and destroyed 
under the steam-raising boilers; while, as you know, simultaneously 
with the conversion of coal energy into gaseous energy by the car- 
bonizing plants of gas undertakings is the conservation of these in- 
valuable products which play so important a part in the industries of 
peace, as well as in those of war. This is one among many other 
reasons why, light for light, there will always be more employment, 
and not mere employment only, but skilled employment, associated 
with a gas as compared with an electricity undertaking. And even 
though the latter may belong to a borough council, the basic fact to 
which I draw attention is unchallengeable. 


PRICE REDUCTIONS. 


I have already mentioned the all-important matter of price. This has 
been reduced twice during the year, and while I think it still leaves 
something to be hoped for, it is more nearly in accord with the in. 
creased cost of living than has been the case for some time. Tested 
by figures, our slot-meter supply has attained the highest known figure 
of popularity, and we attribute this largely to the fact that not only 
has the additional charge been kept down to the lowest amount—that 
is, the charge in respect of the prepayment service—but the prepayment 
mechanism is set to give its fullest value in gas for the coins inserted. 
Our slot-meters are, in fact, used for their intended purpose, and not 
as a combination of a gas-meter with a savings box. The majority of 
our consumers, in making their gas purchases, we believe, would view 
with disfavour an apparatus by which a kind of compulsory saving 
system was bound up with the insertion of each penny or shilling, as 
the case might be. 
THE THERM INQUIRY, 


When I addressed you a year ago, I expressed my firm conviction as 
to the outcome of the inquiry by the Board of Trade into the working 
of the therm system of valuing gas. I have not been disappointed. 
The report of the Committee has since been issued, and although in 
these fast-moving times it may already seem ancient history, it is 
worth remembering that it emphatically supported the therm as 4 
standard of computing gas values and prices. A curious circumstance 
is that it was first condemned by the gas industry and then by the 
public press ; but it has proved itself to be founded on sound principles, 
and has in consequence become firmly established. Its proved value 
to the public has already been great, but I suggest that its indirect 
advantages will be even greater, since for the first time an unchallenge- 
able basis has been laid down by which the working efficiencies of all 
gas undertakings may be compared and tested, and uncertainty elimin- 
ated in the pursuit of higher efficiencies in their most important work 
of the conversion of raw coal into smokeless fuels. 


INCREASED SUNSHINE AVERAGE, 


There were recently published some very interesting figures showing 
the gradual increase in the yearly sunshine average enjoyed by the 
Metropolis, and it is noteworthy that this increase bas taken place it 
parallel with the great growth in the gas requirements of London. 
The analyses of our gas consumption, which we have charted over 
good many years, are very interesting on this same point. I am sorry 
they are not altogether siited to an exposition at this meeting, bevause 
they are in themselves exceedingly valuable; but I may say that, 
generally speaking, the outlines of these charts are more regular id 
contour than they used to be, and they are less liable to distortion by 
considerable fluctuations. It does not conduce to economical working 
to have to keep a great deal of plant ready to meet the special demands 
of some record day’s consumption. These are not the most profitable 
conditions for us; and I am pleased to say that, figuratively speaking, 
we are gradually filling up our valleys. 
LOW PERCENTAGE OF UNACCOUNTED-FOR GAS. 

There is another factor of our distribution system to which I ougit t0 
make passing reference—namely, the low percentage of unaccounted: 
for gas. Low though this is, only a fraction of it can be attributed 10 
leakage. By far the larger proportioa of it arises from the fact thal 
the average gas-meter errs oa the side of giving rather over measutt 
than exact measure. In addition to this, you will remember thal, 
unlike the solid fuel from which it is evolved, coal gas is a mixture ol 
invisible substances, one of which, forming roughly 50 p.ct. of the 
total, is the lightest body known in nature. When you remember this, 
you will, I think, appreciate the difficulty of balancing some hundreds 
of thousands of accounts with the output figures of the works. ee 
we get as near as we do, is a great tribute to the watchfulness exerci 
by our distribution staff. : 


THE WORKING RESULTS. 


Now I must say something about our working results, and here! a2 
treading upon promising ground. We see a vista opening-up '0 , 
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of coal carbonization as a science. It has been in the past an 
empiricism. Its practice has been, I think I may say in the main, 
subject to the exigencies of coal-handling methods or their machinery. 
We now realize more and more that it should not be subject to, but 
should govern, them; and this in itself is a great step forward to a 
right conception of the process to which coal is subjected. In a coke- 
oven works the conversion of coal into coke is the primary aim ; other 
residual products are secondary to it. On the other hand, in a shale- 
distilling works major importance attaches to the yield of liquid pro- 
ducts; the coke being an unimportant residue. But gas-works 
practice must oscillate, as it were, according to circumstances, in a 
middle area between those two extremes. ' And the full realization of 
the importance of this point of view we owe to the initiation of the 
therm system. 
USES OF TAR. 


Tar bas fetched good prices. Its uses are mainly for the manufacture 
of patent fuel, or in the construction of road surfaces; and for both 
these purposes it is unequalled. The public owe much to the Road 
Board for its appreciation of the importance of scientific investigation 
as applied to the materials used for the formation of dustless, and 
therefore hygienic, roads. As a result of this, standard specifications 
are now worked to in tar distilleries all over the country, so that uni- 
form products having uniform qualities are available everywhere ; and 
it is very important that both town and urban authorities should insist 
in their purchases upon compliance with the standards laid down by 
the Road Board. Bitumen, which is sometimes put forward as a sub- 
stitute, is in no way superior for general use on roads; and it must 
also not be forgotten that it is an imported, instead of a home-made, 
article. As regards the more valuable tar products—I mean those 
known as intermediates for the production of dye-stuffs—the position 
is one of disappointment. In conjunction with a large organization 
of dye manufacturers, we obtained possession of a disused Govern- 
ment factory for the purpose of manufacturing these products on a 
large scale. But the disorganization of markets, coupled with the low 
value of the German mark, dissipated our hopes of building-up a 
business profitable alike to our associates as to ourselves and, indeed, 
the country ; so we brought our undertaking to an end, and wrote off 
our losses. We are now only making certain special products upon a 
small scale. 

AMMONIA AND COKE, 


Tar, as I have said, has done well, but the returns from ammonia are 
disappointing. For one thing, the prices do not compare favourably 
with those realized for nitrate of soda. While it is difficult to account 
for this, I cannot but feel it is in some degree due to the fact that the 
British production of sulphate is, on the whole, less efficiently handled 
than its great competitor in fertilizers. There is also the agricultural 
depression, which reacts, of course, upon the spending of money on 
fertilizers. Our export trade in sulphate, which was very unfairly re- 
strained by the authorities after the war, shows signs of recovery; and 
this is largely, if not wholly, due to the high quality of the sulphate 
we produce, and its possession of peculiar characteristics which render 
it particularly suitable for overseas delivery. Our most important re- 
sidual, however, is, and will continue to be, in one form or another, 
coke. The demand for this continues good, but supplies are none too 
plentiful. Realizing the increasing value with which this product was 
being regarded for certain industrial purposes, we have for some time 
past given special attention to its quality, and it would appear that our 
efforts in this direction are being rewarded by the increased apprecia- 
tion it meets with in various markets. 


THE COAL POSITION, 


On the other band, I wish it were possible to speak more hopefully of 
improvement in the quality of our raw material, coal. Although its 
cost to-day is almost that of a manufactured article, its freedom from 
impurity leaves a good deal to be desired. We not only pay for the 
foreign matter contained, but have to freight it from the North to 
London, and then we have to subject it to the handling and treatment 
by our plant, in which it is heated up to a temperature of over 1000°C. 
The loss in efficiency and the expense incurred are obvious, since a 
dirty coal costs as much to handle asaclean one, Another difficulty 
we experience is that of having to keep enormous stocks of coal to tide 
us Over interruptions in supplies by reason of trade disputes. Coal 
which has been stored never gives us such good results as when 
freshly mined, and there is in addition the expenditure due to the 
double handling. The public, of course, pays for this insurance of 
its fuel supply ; but the cost is considerable, and it would largely dis- 
appear if the coal industry could be carried on in an atmosphere of 
contentment, instead of unrest. 


FINANCIAL AFFAIRS. 


Turning again to another phase of the report, this goes on to deal with 
the dividends on stocks. The suggested payment of 5? p.ct. on the 
ordinary stock may be looked upon as hardly all that might have been 
anticipated, especially remembering the past ten lean—indeed, very 
lean—-years, when most other industries were encouraged to make 
large profits. But in putting the proposal forward, the all-important 
vod cas been, and must be, that of restoring the undertaking to at 
fast its pre-war stability ; and if the immediate present would appear 
to be in any degree unsatisfying, the advantage to the undertaking of 
Proceeding Cautiously will undoubtedly redound to its benefit in the 
a. This self-same policy is reflected in building-up the reserve 
fund, upon which we had to draw largely du:ing the war, and puting 
ee a basis comparable with the altered circumstances of to-day. 

> must, of course, be a gradual process, but I feel sure it is one 
w - will commend itself to every shareholder. In these matters I 
a you to exercise that same forbearance which you so notably 
om ibited during the long and trying period of depression from which 
eae “Ow gradually emerging. The future is one full of promise; 
saa ae as the Company maintains the traditions of fair dealing 
tik: save so long guided it, I do not think the public it serves will 
en ikety to grudge the proportion of profit allocated as dividends. As 
a hm ‘the redemption of preference stock, you will remember this stock 
on aa ‘ed in 1916 to furnish extra working capital needed to enable us to 


prices during the war. It was believed that the need for this would 
automatically disappear as things righted themselves, and it was there- 
fore issued in a temporary form. The redemption during the past 
year referred to in the report was the result of an invitation issued to 
holders to anticipate the date of repayment. 


CORDIAL RELATIONS WITH EMPLOYEES. 


Cordial relations with our employees of all ranks continue uninter- 
ruptedly—a highly gratifying condition having regard to the constantly 
recurring disputes in the industrial world. In this we share with the 
public a reward engendered by the growth of a spirit of goodwill and 
mutual understanding resulting from the policy followed by this Com- 
pany in its dealing with Labour for upwards of three-quarters of a 
century. For it is so long ago as the year 1842, the date in fact of its 
incorporation, that the Company, in the interest of the social welfare 
of its employees, founded a sick fund, followed a few years later by a 
superannuation fund, both on a mutual contributory basis. Many 
thousands of men in the interval have received benefits from these 
funds, and have appreciated the advantages attending an economical, 
and at the same time efficient, administration of them. 

THE COPARTNERSHIP. 

The copartnership, founded over a third-of-a-century ago, increases in 
strength and importance as the years pass. Under the scheme, the 
copartnership workers benefit in that they have security of employ- 
ment for definite periods, together with a share of what surplus profits 
may result from carrying on the business. They also have a voice in 
matters relating to working conditions and questions affecting wages, 
and, as you know, they elect by ballot three of their fellow employees 
to the Directorate, and thus sbare in the responsibilities pertaining 
thereto. Now it is important to bear in mind that these privileges are 
enjoyed as the result of a mutual understanding between Labour on 
the one hand and Capital on the other. Could there be a clearer 
proof that, where freedom exists, friendly relations between both can 
be firmly established and happily continued. [‘‘ Hear, hear.”] Could 
the vital truth be more emphatically brought home that the true in- 
terests of both parties not only should be identical and inseparable, 
but can be, if they are allowed to be? Time and again the need is 
urged for a better relationship between employers and their work- 
people. How many of either class take any practical steps to bring 
about that end? You, ladies and gentlemen, know what copartner- 
ship has done for this Company. The public of South London is not 
less alive to the advantages it enjoys from the fact that a supply so 
essential to its needs is ever at its disposal. And I can assure you that 
the employeesare not bebindband in their appreciation of the advant- 
ages they enjoy. I must make one exception to what I have just de- 
plored, because there is a gentleman sitting upon this Board to whose 
lot it has fallen to introduce copartnership to more gas undertakings 
than any man living, and I think we must rejoice that in our experi- 
ence he found his inspiration. 


APPROVED SOCIETIES. 


The State schemes of health and unemployment insurance provide 
further opportunities for co-operative working. Upon the passing of 
the National Health Insurance Act, our employees, in spite of much 
discouragement by outside interests, formed an Approved Society, 
and, through an elected Committee, have from the outset administered 
its funds. In due course they also undertook the administration of 
the Unemployment Insurance Act. The working of our Society has 
been eminently satisfactory, and all its members highly appreciate the 
advantages it secures for them. The Company, on its part, has teken an 
intelligent interest in its operations, and has furthered them by every 
means in its power. There can be no doubt that, were approved 
societies more generally identified with industries throughout the 
country, the benefits to insured workers would bs more direct and 
substantial, and that human touch, so desirable in administration, 
more effectively established, than can possibly be the case where mem-’ 
bership extends over an indefinitely wide area or is centred in some 
large organization. To any employer interested in the general wel- 
fare of his workpeople, it must be a keen disappointment to note the 
curious inconsistency of the State, which, while compelling workers 
to make provision for periods of sickness and unemployment, directly 
discourages any effort on their part, either alone or in co-operation 
with their employers, to avoid hardship in their declining years, by 
withholding, either in part or wholly, the benefits freely given to the 
thriftless under the provisions of the Old Age Pensions Act. This 
penalty on thrift—an entirely undeserved punishment of the thought- 
ful careful worker—is surely indefensible ; and as all Parties in the 
State appear more or less in agreement that some alteration is impera- 
tive, it may be hoped that the infliction of this obvious injustice will 
soon be removed. I have now the pleasure to move— 


“That the report and accounts now presented be received and 
adopted, and the report entered on the minutes.” 
I will ask the Vice-President to second this. [Applause.] 

The Vicz-Presipent (Mr. Frank H. Jones): In seconding the 
resolution for the adoption of the report and accounts, I am not going 
to add many words to what the President has so well said; but I do 
wish that his remarks about the goodwill and understanding which 
exist in this Company between all parties who carry it on might be 
read with real understanding by the many thousands of people who will 
peruse the speech, and that they might say to themselves: “ We will 
try to get any undertaking we are interested in on the same lines.” 
They would in this way be doing a great deal to bring to an end the 
troubles and worries which now exist. No one would te more pleased 
to see such a result than the gentleman who has just addressed us. 
No one would be more ready to help them in the good work than Dr. 
Carpenter. Our goodwill and understanding are the result of a 
scheme which applies not only to gas undertakings. It is applicable 
to almost any industry, if only people will take the trouble to apply it. 


QUESTIONS BY PROPRIETORS. 


Mr. REGINALD Woopwarp said they had had a most interesting 
speech from the Chair. As to the relations between employers and 
employed, it was necessary to recognize things as they were, though he 





‘© increased obligations brought about by the high trading 


hoped that what had been said would be taken to heart byall. It was 
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not to the advantage of certain people in this country that Capital and 
Labour should work together; they did not wish it. This was the 
unfortunate part of the matter. With regard to the accounts, it was 
impossible in this world to please everyone, but he thought their 
Board had had a good try to do it in the past twelve months. They 
must have pleased the consumers by reducing the price of gas, and the 
shareholders by the addition to a slight extent to the dividend. The 
Company must be building up a very valuable goodwillindeed. It was 
a bold, and no doubt a correct, policy to bring down the price of gas as 
far as could be done. The amount invested, at £577,868, showed an 
increase of £247,759. What, if any, depreciation had there been in these 
investments? Also, what was the nature of the investments—were they 
long dated or short dated ones? What was the policy of the Board in 
the matter of investments? Having regard to the heavy new issue of 
Government securities and reviving trade, there were prospects of 
dearer money, which would bring about a fall in the value of existing 
gilt-edged stocks. During the past eighteen months there had been an 
almost continuous increase in the value of gilt-edged stocks, which he 
believed had now reached their top level, and would decline. 

Mr. HaveELock West remarked that the balance-sheet was very 
satisfactory. It was stated that the Company had redeemed £147,420 
of 5 p.ct. preference stock, while on the other side there was shown 
unissued capital to this extent. Why was it put in this manner, if it 
had been issued and paid off? He had noticed in the paper recently that 
there had been a loss of 3 million therms. Was there not some method 
by which this could be prevented? Was it a fact that an employee of 
the Company had a short while ago put himself forward as a candidate 
for Parliament, and if so what arrangements had they made with him ? 
How could he find time to enter the political arena and serve the Com- 
pany as well ? 

Mr. I, J. Leaa, alluding to the question of rates and taxes, which 
appeared at £127,000 in the revenue account, asked whether any con- 
sideration had been given by the Board to the proposed new Bill 
coming before Parliament in connection with rating and valuation. 
By this, it was intended that bodies like the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company, railways, and such like, should become special properties, 
and the rating and valuation of these properties should be taken out of 
the hands of the local Assessment Committees, and put into those of 
a Central Authority. This Central Authority was to be paid, or to 
have a paid chairman, at all events, and be assisted by experts in the 
way that experts did assist sometimes. He wondered whether their 
Company would benefit by the plan, because he saw the Chambers of 
Commerce had been taking the matter in hand, and seemed to be 
opposed to the idea. They did not think that any special properties 
like gas and railways were likely to get greater consideration in this 
way than they did at the present time. He had had a little to do 
with Assessment Committees, and he knew that the feeling generally 
towards railways and other large corporations had been that they could 
afford to pay, and it did not matter what sort of assessment was put 
upon them. It was a matter which the Board should consider, and 
come to some conclusion upon. He had been very pleased to hear the 
remarks in connection with the approved societies, Having something 
to do with such work, be knew that the South Metropolitan Com- 
pany’s Approved Society stood very high in the estimation of those 
who had anything to do with the business, but he saw the item of 
National Insurance Act Charges, £26,368, and presumed that tbis in- 
cluded both health insurance and unemployment insurance. If this 
was so, he would suggest that the two items should be separated, 
because it would be much more interesting to know what the Company 
had to pay in connection with unemployment insurance apart from 
national health insurance. The two things were totally distinct. 

The PRESIDENT: Our policy is not to interfere in any way with the 
actions of our employees who may desire, or see their way, to make them- 
selves useful in any publiccapacity. As long as we are satisfied that they 
do their work for us efficiently and thoroughly, we are quite content, and 
do not want to go any further into the matter. [Applause.] With regard 
to rating, the Board have had this very important subject before them, 
and are very carefully watching it. We have dealings with, I think, 
nine rating authorities in our area, and sometimes the stress is greater 
than at others; but on the whole there is every disposition to treat us 
fairly, and with the experience of those bodies—who are perfectly well 
able to look after their own interests, and the interests of those whom 
they represent—I do not see why we should do anything at any rate to 
encourage the substitution of the centrally constituted authority that 
is suggested. Beyond this, I can only repeat that we are carefully 
watching the position. As to the separate allocation of the funds, this 
could very well be done, and I am much obliged for the suggestion. 
In future we will separate the two items of health and unemployment 
insurance, which are now put together. It will, I think, be more con- 
venient and more helpful in considering the position, if we set out the 
exact figures under each of these heads. With reference to the invest- 
ments, it has not been our custom to take up Treasury Bills; but I am 
obliged for the suggestion made this afternoon, and can promise that 
it shall be borne in mind. Our investments have all been written-down 
and represent at least the value shown in the accounts. In fact, they are 
really a little on the other side. We are naturally pleased to have the 
expression of approval from the shareholder who spoke on the matter 
of investments of our action in investing largely the amounts standing 
to the credit of the various funds—it is part of the policy to which we 
have set ourselves of stabilizing and strengthening in every way possible 
the position of the undertaking. Some remarks have been made on 
the subject of goodwill. The experience of some copartnership under- 
takings has been very unfortunate, and I need not remind those present 
that we ourselves experienced the very greatest opposition to our pro- 
posals when they were initiated. Some of you may remember that 
when my predecessor suggested to the employees the desirability of 
putting the scheme into practice he was met by doubt and suspicion, 
and he was told by representatives of the workmen that they could not 
do anything in the matter without consulting their union. When they 
did consult the union, the union told them that, so far from being a 
bonus scheme, it was a bogus scheme, and they had better have no- 
thing to do with it. In fact, there was a strike, in which the whole of 
the gasworkers in South London were involved, against this very 
scheme ; and it cost this Company something like £150,000 to meet 





the expense of the strike and maintain a supply of gas. There is an 
example of what had to be done, and it was done because of the per. 
tinacity and strength of will of the great man who introduced the 
scheme — Sir George Livesey. [Applause.] It does point to ihe 
obstacles that are put in the way of initiating a scheme of this kind, 
Fortunately we have got over all that, and the scheme has been work- 
ing for many years, and has become a stable and well-rooted growth, 
But I do appreciate the difficulties with which others are bese: in 
trying to start similar schemes. My colleague had like difficulties 
when starting schemes in connection with one or two gas companies 
with which he is associated; and it is because he possesses those 
qualities which were so eminently apparent in Sir George Livesey that 
he was able to overcome them, and to place his copartnership on a 
sound footing. Now as to the question regarding unaccounted. 
for gas. I tried to make this clear, and am-sorry to find that I 
did not do so. When we speak of unaccounted-for gas, only a 
very small proportion of the figure is due to leakage. Selling 
gas is not like selling pounds of tea, which can be put into packets 
that are definite as to their weight, or tons of coal. We are 
selling a substance which we cannot see, and which no one has ever 
seen, and its composition is such that one-half is the lightest 
substance ever discovered in Nature—namely, hydrogen. So you can 
form some idea of what we are faced with in disposing of it to several 
hundred thousand consumers. Itis a very wonderful thing, I think, that 
we get as near as we do. Perhaps it may console the shareholder 
when I tell him that our unaccounted-for gas is the lowest percentage 
at any rate in London. Thus he is better off in that connection with 
this Company than he would be with anyother. The redeemed stock 
was issued under permanent capital powers and may be re-issued if 
necessary. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting, and carried unani- 
mously. 

TueE DIvIDEND. 


The PrEsIDENT: I have now to move— 


‘*‘ That dividends for the year ended Dec. 31 last be now declared 
as follows—viz., 5 p.ct. on the redeemable preference stock 
and 5? p.ct. on the ordinary stock ; and that warrants be trans- 
mitted by post to the registered addresses of the proprietors for 
the amount of such dividends less the interim dividends paid in 
respect of the first half of the year.” 

Mr. JoHn Mews: I have much pleasure in seconding that. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ReE-ELECTIONS. 


The PRESIDENT: I have now to propose that Mr. E. Honoratus 
Lloyd be re-elected a Director of the Company, and I will ask Mr. 
Belben to second that. 

Mr. C. H. G. BELBEN : In seconding the resolution, I should like 
to take the opportunity—it being the first time I have been on this 
platform—of thanking my fellow copartners for the honour they have 
done me in electing me to aseat at the Board of Directors. I realized 
when I was elected that I had a very responsible position to fill, but 
this responsibility, I am pleased to say, has been greatly lessened by 
the goodwill and the help I have received since I have been in the 
Board-room. Not only is that goodwill and help to be found in the 
Board-room, but it exists to-day among all the employees of the Com- 
pany. As to the motion before the meeting, I am sure we have in Mr. 
Honoratus Lloyd one of the finest gentlemen to be met with. He is 
business-like, and always ready to give help to anyone who seeks it of 
him  ([Applause.] 

The resolution was carried. 

The PRESIDENT: I beg to move that Mr. John Mews be re-elected a 
Director of this Company. 

Mr. A. M. Pappon: I have great pleasure in seconding that. The 
great experience of Mr. Mews is a potential asset to the Company, and 
you will be very well advised to retain his services. 

The motion was passed. 

Mr. Honoratus Lioyp: I thank you for this renewal of your 
confidence, and may I add that it is a great pleasure to me that this 
renewal should be given me on the invitation of our President and our 
newly-elected Employee Director. It is part and parcel of the feelings 
that permeate the entire undertaking. 

Mr. L. PasMoreE: It is my pleasure to move that Mr. Charles 
Pelham Crookenden be re-elected as Auditor of this Company. Since 
we last re-elected him, he has done nothing whatever to shake our 
great confidence in him. 

Mr. CuarLes WEBB seconded the proposition, which was agreed to. 


HEARTY THANKS. 


The Presipent: That is the end of the business, except that I should 
like to take the opportunity of proposing a vote of thanks to the staff. 
I need not tell you that the satisfactory operations of the Company 
which I have referred to this afternoon, and which has been concurred 
in by others who have spoken, are entirely due to the good working of 
the staff. I cannot speak in too high terms of the admirable manner 
in which they carry out their duties, and I propose a hearty vote of 
thanks to them for their conduct during the past twelve months. 

Mr. Havetock West: I will second that, and at the same time pro- 
pose a hearty vote of thanks to the President and Directors for their 
services throughout the year, and for giving us a little more dividend. 

Mr. CuarLes Wess : I should like to support the proposition, and 
I do it not for the sake of formality, but in all sincerity, So long as we 
have these gentlemen to represent us, our investments in the Company 
will cause us no sleepless nights, I have been a shareholder now for 
I do not know how many years. The first £50 I saved was put into 
this Company, and I am still sticking to it. 

The resolution having been cordially agreed to, 

The PRESIDENT said: This is a sort of omnibus vote, and I have to 
return thanks to some extent for the staff, in conjunction with the 
Board. My duty is a very pleasant one, and I can assure you we are 
encouraged very much by the support you give us at these an! ual 
meetings. I thank you on behalf of my colleagues and myself for the 
satisfaction you have expressed with the work that we have done. I 
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must ask you to hear a few words from Mr. M‘Leod, who has been 
our General Manager for some time, and is one of the oldest officials 
in the Company’s service. 

Mr. FREDERICK M‘Leop said he would like to thank the President 
for his kind reference to the staff, and the proprietors for their cordial 
endorsement of what had been said. It was true that he (the speaker) 
had become quite an old servant of the Company, but he was not by 
any means the only one. There never was in his experience a time 
when the Company’s affairs needed closer attention than now on the 
part of everyone concerned in its welfare. But they might takeit from 
him that the staff as a whole was certainly equal to the task which was 
imposed upon it. The principal officers, both on the technical and 
commercial sides, were unremitting in their endeavours to maintain, or 





















even to surpass, the excellent records of previous years. These efforts 
were ably seconded by their immediately subordinate officers, and 
most loyally supported by the rank and file. One and all worked 
together with the single object of serving the welfare of the Company. 
Some £28,000 of the last year’s dividend went into their pockets, and 
to the workers the copartnership was not a fiction. The aim of the 
whole of the staff was to give the public a service pre-eminent in effi- 
ciency and reliability. This was no new conception of their duty ; it 
was really an ideal formed long since by their President, whose efforts 
towards attaining it were a constant inspiration to them all. The vote 
that day would be an additional encouragement to everybody to work 
to the desired end. In the name of all concerned, he thanked the pro- 
prietors very much for the vote. 








SOUTH SUBURBAN GAS COMPANY. 


The Annual Ordinary Meeting was held last Friday, at the Cannon 
Street Hotel, E.C.—Mr. Cuarvtes Hont, M.Inst.C.E., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Wilfrid Wastell) read the notice convening the 
meeting; and the Directors’ report and the statement of accounts were 
taken as read. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report and accounts, 
said: We have a fairly long series of more or less strenuous years 
to look back upon, and it is somewhat of a relief that here is a year 
which is not particularly marked by any incident worthy of special 
record, Still, it is good sometimes to be able to mark time and 
take stock of the position generally. Yet the saying “ Happy is the 
nation that has no history ! ” comes to one’s mind, and almost tempts 
the saying that “ Happy is the gas undertaking that can pursue the 
even tenour of its way unmolested and undisturbed!” But the world 
was not built that way; and to the end of time there will continue to 
be endeavour to leave it better than we found it, although such en- 
deavour may not amount to much, and the result may appear to be 
almost infinitesimal. Only last year, for example, I remember, at the 
end of my address, referring to what appeared to be little short of a 
scandal in the supply of consumers’ fittings, and expressing a hope 
that the gas industry would take the matter in hand in such a way as 
to put an end to dealings of this nature. I wonder how many gas 
undertakings have acted upon this suggestion. It is to be hoped that 
a great many have done so, although, from what I have since heard, 
an abuse of this kind dies hard. Anyhow, the South Suburban Com- 
pany are, I understand, doing their very best to discourage the use of 
gas-fiitings that will not pass muster. 


GOOD BUSINESS IN COOKING AND HEATING APPLIANCES. 


While on this subject, may I say that we have recently been the means 
of introducing to our consumers a new type of gas-cooker which has 
proved a great success wherever sufficient room for it is available ? 
I make no apology for mentioning gas-cookers, because it is by these, 
and gas-fires and other heating appliances, that we live and earn your 
dividends. Nor need I say anything more about the cooker to which I 
have referred than that it is, I understand} the cheapest of the kind 
on the market. We have, as will be seen from the report, done ex- 
ceedingly well in cooking and heating appliances, while the total 
gas sales for the year have exceeded expectations—thus giving the 
best encouragement for the future of our industry. The reductions 
in price last year mean to the consumers a saving of over {90,000 per 
annum, notwithstanding which the accounts show that the gas-rental 
figures on the credit side of the revenue account are no less than 
£662,000. This result was helped to a small extent by the increase 
made during the year in the calorific value from 460 to 480 B.Th.U. 
I may also mention in this connection the steady increase of rents 
received for the hire of cooking stoves, gas-fires, &c. We did not, as 
you are aware, increase any such rents during the war period, but 
where new appliances had to be supplied to new consumers, or new ones 
supplied to those consumers who were hirers at the time of the change, 
a new rental was charged more in accordance with the increased cost 
ofsuch appliances. Nevertheless, there is an increase of rental for the 
year of nearly £3000, while comparing (say) 1912 with 1923, the igures 
show an increase of nearly £27,000. Public lighting also continues to 
show a profit, instead of the loss which began during the war, and 
which continued almost until last year. We may, in fact, say, without 
the slightest attempt at exaggeration, that the Company’s business, so 
far as distribution of gas is concerned, is in a perfectly sound and 
healthy condition ; additional evidence of which is afforded by the in- 
creasing number of applications we are receiving from nearly every 
part of our area for extensions of mains. 


THE POSITION WITH REGARD TO RESIDUALS. 


With reference to residuals, I may say that, as regards coke, we have 
done a little better than we expected, although hardly so well as some 
of our neighbours who are more favourably situated. We are, how- 
ever, continuing to do well, having regard to the uncertainty of the 
market, and its dependence upon conditions which it is impossible for 
usto control. But let me add that we are doing our best to improve 
the conditions of its disposal by grading it to suit customers’ require- 
Ments; and this is likely to help in the near future. As to tar, I may 
Say that the year under review was one of the best we have ever ex- 
Perienced, and I am glad to state that the current year promises to run 
itclose. Its demand for road making continues to be good, notwith- 
Standins the efforts of interested parties to attract users to other 
en With regard to sulphate of ammonia, we are in the lap of 
red gcds—in other words, we have to take what the Federation of 
; ulphate Manufacturers can give us, It may not be out of place here 
: offer congratulations to the Gas Light and Coke Company upon 
, fir success in securing a commonsense judgment in the recent 
ction taken against them by the alkali makers. Is it permissible to 
ai that a whiff of this commonsense may be wafted into the Com- 

ittee rooms when Parliament has next to deal with the question of 
88S Undertakings working-up residuals ? 


| easily workable, 


| respect, and our reminiscences were naturally available. 
| think, however, that Dr. Carpenter has made a better use of his 
| opportunities than I did, if I may judge from a statement in the South 


COAL AND WAGES. 


Turning now to the other side of the revenue account, it will be seen that 
the cost of coal, &c., only showsa reduction of less than £5000; also that, 
speaking generally, it is chiefly those items of expenditure in which wages 
figure more or less prominently that exhibit reductions. There were 
actually two or three reductions of wages made during the year, under 
a scheme which had been agreed to by the employers and employed, 
acting as the National Joint Industrial Council. All these reductions 
were loyally responded to by the employees, although it may be men- 
tioned that some feeling was manifested occasionally because the re- 
ductions did not always agree—from the point of view of the workers 
—with the reductions in the cost of living as shown either by the 
Ministry of Labour returns or by their own experience. However, at 
a recent meeting of the Joint Industrial Council, it was agreed to in- 
crease wages by one halfpenny per hour as from Jan. 1 last, and also 
to defer further reductions until the cost of living, as shown by the 
Ministry of Labour returns, has been reduced to 65 p.ct. above pre- 
war cost. This decision appears to have given satisfaction, which it is 
to be hoped may continue. I may say that this Company have never 
belonged to the Joint Industrial Council, with which, however, we 
keep in touch so that our movements may correspond. 


CO-PARTNERSHIP. 


There is one particular item on the debit side of this account to which 
I should like to call attention, and that is the amount set aside as bonus 
to co-partners. This happens to be the largest amount of such bonus 
ever paid, and is, we think, fully justified by the position of the Com- 
pany. It represents 44 p.ct. of the year’s earnings of the co-partners, 
as compared with 33 p.ct. paid last year. We should have liked to fix 
a scale according to which the bonus would follow the price charged 
for gas, but the changes in the price of this have followed so rapidly 
that it has not been possible. Accordingly, it is deferred until prices 
of gas become more stable; and in the meantime we try to fix the 
amount so as to make this correspond as nearly as possible with pre- 
war bonuses under like conditions. Co-partners are not being pre- 
judiced thereby. On the contrary, as far as can be seen, the scale has 
usually leaned in their favour. I am not sure, however, that it would 
not be an advantage to the Company if we were to pay higher bonuses 
to co-partners, When we prepared our figures for the Board of Trade 
a few years ago, a fairly large amount was set down for co-partnership, 
but this was challenged. I hope, however, that in years to come we 
may be in a position to pay increasing—although not extravagant— 
bonuses to our co-partners, in the confidence that these will be rightly 
spent, and that a thrifty co-partner makes a good workman. I may 
here refer to the great and sad loss which co-partnership has sustained 
in the recent death of Mr. Aneurin Williams. Mr. Williams was for 
a long time a very firm friend of co-partnership, and acted for many 
years as an Honorary Secretary to the Co-partnership Association, 
which he supported also inother ways. He was a great friend of the 
late Sir George Livesey, whom he frequently met to talk over co- 
partnership matters. He was a true friend and counsellor, and his 
voice, his pen, and his wise counsels will long be greatly missed. 
FUND ALLOCATIONS. 

It will be seen from the report that repayment has been made to the 
reserve fund of the amounts taken from it during the war period ; and 
also that we have again paid to special purposes fund the full amount 
which we are enabled to set aside under our Act of 1912. It is to be 
hoped that this may become a standing charge against revenue, until 
the maximum amount allowed by the Act has accumulated. 

THE LOWER SYDENHAM WORKS, 
I should like also to say that during the past two or three years we have 


| done our best to bring the Lower Sydenham Works up to date, and in- 


crease their efficiency for the production of gas, so as not to be taken 
by surprise by “gas” weather. All the old and small retort beds have 
been replaced by larger and more modern ones. New charging and 


| discharging machines have displaced the older and less powerful ones, 


and in other ways the works have been modernized and made more 
I may say that, during a recent inspection of these 
works, comment was made by some of the Directors on the improve- 
ment that was noticeable in retort-house conditions of recent years. 
Both Dr. Carpenter and I have been “through the mill” in this 
I rather 


Metropolitan Company's recent report, that “the yields of gas, tar, 
and ammonia are all better.” I feel rather ashamed to admit that 
it was never my good fortune to be able to say this. Nevertheless, I 
most heartily congratulate Dr. Carpenter on having apparently suc- 
ceeded where I did not. Reverting, however, to retort-house con- 
ditions, I was about to say that when I presided over the meeting of 
gas engineers held in Birmingham in or about the year 1881, a paper 
was read by a then prominent gas engineer, entitled “ Stopped Ascen- 
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sion Pipes.” This was at that time an attractive subject, for it was 
in every gas engineer’s mind; but happily times have since altered 
materially for the better, and one may almost follow the terseness of 
the once famous chapter on Snakes in Ireland, and say “there are 
none.” At all events, it can be said that nowadays a well-ordered 
modern retort-house stage is a promenade for kings! 


THE STANDARD PRICE, 


There is one other matter which I ought to mention before i conclude. 
You are no doubt aware that, under the Gas Regulation Act, the 
Board of Trade are empowered at any time, on the application of con- 
sumers or local authorities, to inquire as to whether there is any 
occasion to revise the standard price of any company, and if they see 
fit to revise the same. We, of course, have not the slightest objection 
to this. On the contrary, we agree that this power should be given in 
the interest of all parties ; and had such been in force during the war, 
the gas history of that period would have had to be written differently. 
Gas people made a fatal mistake in not securing during the halcyon 
days of the old sliding-scale a power of revision by some competent 
and impartial authority. But that is past and gone. The London 
County Council, under the authority of the Gas Regulation Act, 
recently applied for an inquiry into the standard price of the Gas Light 
and Coke Company; and in due course this was held, with the result 
that the standard price of that Company was reduced from 15'2d. 
to 11d. per therm. It is said that the turn of the Commercial Gas 
Company will come next, and afterwards—who knows ?—it may be our 
turn. At all events, we will do our best to be prepared if and when 
the time comes, and I hope we may be able to make out a good case. 
I now beg to move the adoption of the report and accounts, and will 
ask the Deputy Chairman, Sir Fortescue Flannery, to be kind enough 
to second this. 

Sir FortEscuE FLANNERY (Deputy Chairman) said it was a great 
pleasure to second the adoption of the report and accounts. The 
Chairman had in his speech—as lucid, as comprehensive, as they had 
now become accustomed to expect from bim—put forward all the 
salient facts relating to the working of the Company during the 
past year ; and the shareholders would have recognized, both from the 
report and from the Chairman’s speech, that the undertaking was for- 
tunately returning once again towards pre-war conditions. The dis- 
turbance of the war affected the gas industry as much as any other, 
and more than most industries, and a return to pre-war conditions had 
been difficult and gradual, and had been the cause of very serious 
anxiety to all those who had had to do with the management of gas 
companies. However, as he had said, they were now getting back, 
both in their relations with wages and material and with their cus- 
tomers, to pre-war conditions. They would have observed with very 
great pleasure, he was sure, that the price of gas had been reduced, not 
once, but twice,-during the year that had closed; and they would also 
have observed, doubtless with an eye to the future, that the number of 
consumers had very substantially increased, and, in particular, that 
those who were wise enough to have gas fires and cookers in addition 
to gas for illumination had increased in an even larger proportion than 
the growth in the number of new consumers. This was a very salient 
fact for gas shareholders to consider in relation to the future, because it 
was not merely illumination with which gas companies set themselves 
out to deal, but heating also, both for purposes of domestic comfort 
and for cooking. So long as gas companies were able to meet these 
demands as thoroughly, as effectively, and as economically as they now 
did—saving domestic labour, as well as saving direct cost by a lower 
bill for gas than that for the same amount of work done with coal— 
they would be certain that their position would not only be maintained 
and secured, but would be advanced. The Chairman had mentioned 
the improvements which had been made within the works—improve- 
ments which were in the direction not only of greater efficiency and 
economy in the production of gas and bye-products, but also of 
greater comfort and more humane conditions for the workers; and the 
shareholders might be assured that both these objects always had the 
attention and the thought of the management, and that whatever could 
be done in the interests of the workers, as well as in the interests of 
the proprietors, would be done by their Company, in common with all 
the other companies who were in the same trade. There was only 
one other point which he would like to mention, and that was by 
way of emphasizing the satisfaction that he knew every shareholder 
felt in the fact, to which attention was called in the report and 
also in the Chairman’s speech, that the bonus of the co-partners 
had been on a higber scale this year than it wasformerly. [* Hear, 
hear.”] The whole principle of co-partnership had been before the 
public now for a good many years, and the wonder was that so 
successful a method of dealing with differences of opinion and 
disputes between employer and employed had not been more generally 
adopted. Reference was made by the Chairman in bis speech to 
the late Mr. Aneurin Williams. He (Sir Fortescue) had the privi- 
lege of working with Mr. Williams in the House of Commons 
for a good many years, and without any distinction whatever of 
Party politics they used from time to time to discuss together what 
could be done legislatively to improve the system of co-partnership, 
and to make it more generally acceptable and accepted ; but he was 
sorry to say they never got very far with any fresh proposals of this 
sort. No more enthusiastic supporter of co-partnership than Mr. 
Williams ever lived, and the friends of that system would always 
mourn his loss. He hoped that before many more years had elapsed 
there might be Acts of Parliament passed which, while not in any way 
confiscatory of any man’s rights or property, would facilitate the volun- 
tary coming together of employer and employed under the system of 
co-partnership, which must inevitably work out to the benefit of both, 
as it bad done in the gas industry. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting, and carried unani- 
mously. 

Tue DivipEnp. 

The CHAIRMAN next moved that a dividend for the half-year ended 
Dec 31 be de>lared at the rate of 6} p.ct. per annum on the ordinary 
stock, less income-tax, and said he would ask Mr. Norton, one of the 
Emplovee Directors, to second this. 

Mr. E. P. Norton formally seconded the proposition, which was 
agreed to, 











. 


RE-ELEcTIONS. 


The CHAIRMAN proposed that Mr. B. R. Green and Mr. Harold 
Gundry, the outgoing Directors, be re-elected. They were two of the 
most hard-working members of the Board, and the proprietors could 
not do better than re-appoint them. He was sorry that Mr. Green 
was unable to be present, owing to indisposition. 

Mr. J. H. Boraston seconded the re-election of these two genile. 
men, for whose ability he had every respect, and for whose character 
he had every esteem. 

Mr. Garraway Rice remarked that he would like to be allowed to 
support the proposal. He had long been intimately associated with 
Mr. Green, who had gone through every stage of gas manufacture 
and administration. They could not have a better man to represent 
them. The absence of criticism on the part of the proprietors showed 
that they were perfectly well satisfied with the management. 

The motion was unanimously passed, and acknowledged by Mr, 
GuNprRY. 

Mr. A. J. Kincpon proposed the re-election of Mr. Alfred Morland, 
F.C.A., as an Auditor of the Company, and also that the remunera- 
tion be increased from {140 to £180 a year. The sum of {140 
covered for the two Auditors, and was fixed many years ago, before 
the acquisition of the Dartford Company. 

Mr. H. MitcHEtt seconded this, and the meeting agreed to it. 


VoTEs oF THANKS. 


The CuairMan said there was one other matter which he would 
like to bring before the meeting, and that was a vote of thanks to the 
Engineer, Secretary, staff, and employees generally. All had done. 
their best for the Company daring the past year, and this best had been 
very good indeed. Many of the shareholders had not seen the Lower 
Sydenham works for some time, and it would be a great pleasure to 
welcome them there, so that they might have an opportunity of com- 
paring the works with what they were a few years ago. They re- 
flected great credit upon Mr. Terrace, and the results fully confirmed 
the Board’s opinion of his ability. 

The proposal having been cordially endorsed by the proprietors, 

Mr, Garraway Rice moved a hearty vote of thanks to the Chair- 
man and Directors for their conduct of the business during the past 
year. Recently gas companies had, he said, been having a very trying 
time, but he thought they were now out of the wood. 

Mr. KinGpon seconded the vote, which was cordially passed. 

The CuarrMan, on behalf of his colleagues and himself, thanked the 
proprietors very much for this expression of their confidence, which 
the Board were doing their utmost to deserve. 

Mr. JoHN TERRACE, acknowledging the vote on behalf of the engi- 
neering staff and the employees at the works, remarked that he had on 
previous occasions pointed out how little anyone could do alone, and 
that the whole spirit of co-partnership had to be brought into action 
if one was to get really good work. Unfortunately at meetings the part 
of co-partnership which was most talked about was the sharing of the 
profits with the workpeople; but they found at the works that the 
other part—namely, the endeavour of all to work together co-opera- 
tively for the good of the Company—was the more important of 
the two. He thanked them for including not only the oflicers, 
but the workpeople also, in the vote, and he would be very pleased 
to passiton. They tried as far as possible to make each individual 
member of the staff “ pull his weight,” and he was thankful to say that 
the confidence which was placed in each one had always been re- 
sponded to. He was specially pleased that the Chairman should have 
thought of asking the shareholders to go down and visit the works. 
One particular works had been mentioned, but no doubt the Cbair- 
man would at all times be pleased for proprietors to see anything con- 
nected with the undertaking in which they might happen to be par- 
ticularly interested. The officers would be only too pleased to do what 
they could to make such visits pleasant. 

Mr. WiLrrip WaAsTELL said he was sure the secretarial and the dis- 
tribution staffs would be very gratified to learn of the kindly reference 
made to them at the meeting, and on their bebalf and his own he 
wished to return thanks for it, With the experience now of a good 
many years bebind him, he could say without hesitation that there 
never was a time when the staff were working more harmoniously 
together in the best interests of the Company, and the fact of such a 
resolution as this being passed would hearten them very much. 


iti 


Reduction in Price of Heat at Hessle.—A notice has been issued 
by the Hessle Gas Company to the effect that until further notice the 
prices charged for heat supplied as from Dec. 31, 1923, will be 12d, 
per therm within the Urban District of Hessle or the parish of Anlaby, 
and 13'2d. per therm outside the said district and parish. 

Gas Profits and the Rates at Coventry.—The question of allo- 
cating the profits upon the gas undertaking has been the subject of 
keen discussion by the Coventry City Council. The Gas Committee 
decided to take no action upon a proposal to make a contribution for 
the relief of the rates, whereupon Alderman Pridmore (the Chairman 
of the Finance Committee) urged, at a meeting of the Council, that 
not less than £10,000 should be allocated. He pointed out that last 
year the Gas Committee made a profit of over £80,000, but as at that 
time they were charging over the statutory limit they had no power ’ 
give anything towards the rates. They had £38,000 unappropriate 
surplus, and the only way they could find to deal with it was to 
invest it in War Loan. This was fair neither to the ratepayers 
nor to the consumers. He contended the ratepayers were entitled 
to a reasonable amount to keep down the burden of the rates. 
Councillor Holt replied that be did not recognize the ‘principle that 4 
trading department should make profits to hand over to the rates. 
The gas department, when they made a profit, should allocate : 
towards a reduction in the price of gas; and seeing that the price - 
gas had been brought down 50 p.ct. during the last few years, It — 
not be said the department had done nothing towards helping t “ 
people of the city. The reason the undertaking was so prosperou 
was because of the new plant, and it was sound finance for the Com- 
mittee to put by as much money as possible to wipe off the er 
plant. The Council decided to request the Gas Committee to make 





contribution of not less than £10,000, 
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LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL AND THE THERM REPORT. 


When the London County Council considered, at their meeting last 
week, the report of the Public Control Committee with reference to 
the findings of the Departmental Committee on the Thermal Basis of 
Charge [ante, p. 385], 


Mr, J. D. Gitsert, M.P., said that, although the Departmental 
Committee had reported unanimously in favour of the new method of 
charge, the gas consumer in South London would not be satisfied with 
the report. He believed it was correct that, when the new metbod 
was adopted, there was a condition in the Act that the gas companies 
should adapt the fittings to the new type of gas supplied by them. 
Fittings had not, in many cases, been altered by the gas companies. 
He inquired whether anything could be done to induce the companies 
to carry this out. 

Dr. ALAN RanDLE, referring to alleged neglect of the Companies to 
alter the fittings, said it was natural that gas companies, being private 
enterprises, should keep the old fittings, in order that people should 
burn as much as possible. [Laughter.] The fact that, under the 
Gas Regulation Act of 1920, the onus was laid on the companies of 
inspecting their fittings periodically, was not known to the ordinary 
gas consumer. 

Mr. Cyrizt Jacoss (Chairman of the Public Control Committee), 
replying to Mr. Gilbert, said the Committee had already considered 
the question of the inspection of fittings. He agreed that the public 
should know of the responsibility that rested on the gas companies in 
this respect. 

[Our comments on the above appear in the Editorial columns. 
—Ed, ‘*G.J.”’] 


SS <i 
—_ 


NEWPORT GAS COMPANY. 





The Annual Meeting of the Company was held on Feb. 11, Mr. 
George Geen (Chairman) presiding. Glancing through the report and 
balance-sheet, it is seen that the balance of revenue carried to profit 
and loss account amounts to £19 640, which, after paying debenture 
interest, interim dividend, and other charges amounting to £12,654, 
leaves £6985. This, added to the carry-forward of 1922 makes a total 
of £8083, of which the dividend now to be declared will absorb £6850, 
leaving a balance of £1233 tocarry forward to next year. Reductions 
in the price of gas were made in June and September, 1922, in each 
case of 1d, per therm; and their full effect falling on the year under 
review, the revenue from sales of gas is less than the previous year by 
£7651. The quantity sold, however, has increased by 4°3 p.ct.— 
anoiher proof that the industry is in a flourishing and healthy condi- 
tion. A further reduction of 1d. per therm has been announced to 
take effect from the March readings of the meters, concurrently with 
an increase in the calorific value of the gas from 425 to 450 B.Th.U. 
per c.ft. 

The CHAIRMAN, in bis remarks, mentioned that showroom displays 
and general publicity methods had been attended by remarkable 
results, and that sales of gas-appliances of a!l types had been excep- 
tional. In the presence of this evidence and the growth of the use of 
gas for industrial purposes, the Board had every confidence in the 
future prosperity of the undertaking.- He was at a loss to find words 
to express their appreciation of the services of their Engineer and 
Manager (Mr. J. H. Canning) and their Secretary (Mr. W. Stamford). 

Sir GarroD Thomas moved that the statutory dividend of 5 p.ct. 
per annum for the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1923. be paid. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. T. L. Hanprorp, 


_ 
ae 


BRISTOL GAS COMPANY. 


The annual meeting of the shareholders was held on Feb. 14, under 
the presidency of the Chairman of the Company, Mr. J. H. Howell. 
The report and accounts for the year ended Dec. 31, 1923, show tbat 
since Jan, I, 1923, the price of gas has been reduced from 84d. to 74d. 
per therm, or 3s. per 1000 c.ft.—compared with 4s. 6d. per 1000 c.ft. 
1921. The total cost of coal, oil, purification, carbonizing, wages, 
Tepairs, and maintenance of works was, roughly, in 1923, £499,000, 
against £544,000 in 1922—a reduction of about £45 000; while the 
expenses of distribution, repairs of mains, meters, stoves, &c., were 
about £13,000 more. The other items on the debit side did not vary 
Much in the two periods. On thecredit side, the receipts from the sale 
of gas fell from £610,359 to £513,403—due to the series of reductions 
10 price during the year, and not to a decrease in consumption, which 
Was 1:6 million c.ft. in excess of 1922 The residuals realized {22,000 
More than in that year, mainly for tar, coke, and ammoniacal liquor ; 
the net result being a favourable balance of £108,380, which pays the 
statutory dividend and debenture interest, with a satisfactory balance 
Carried forward to next account. The number of public lamps is 
Practically the same as in 1921, but the charge to the city and outside 
authorities, which then was £17 169, was last year only £13,184. or 

4000 less, owing to the reduction in the price of gas. The Chairman 
Moved: “ That a dividend for the half-year ended Dec. 31 last, at the 
rae of /5 p.ct. per annum, on the nominal capital of the Company 
entitled to dividend, be declared. 


_— 








—— 


Silica Brick and Machinery, Ltd.—has been registered with a capital 
Ee” in {1 shares, with offices at No. 2, Great Winchester Sireet, 


Prepayment Meter Theft.—A fourteen-year-old boy named George 
Sunack of Congleton, was summoned for theft from a gas-meter. 
' ‘Ss steomother said that on Jan. 28 she found the meter had been 
— Open, and only 114d. in the box, when there should have been 
z. to 30s. Defendant, who pleaded guilty, was bound over in £5 to 

of good behaviour for twelve months. 

































































































COLLIERY WORKINGS AND GAS-MAINS. 


Damage of a widespread character has been occasioned to gas-mains 
in Nottinghamshire mining districts through subsidences resulting from 
underground workings, and the problem has become one of a very 
serious character, having regard to the extent to which colliery opera- 
tions are now being exploited in the county. Mansfield, the second 
largest place in Nottinghamshire outside the capital town, has become 
the centre of a perfect network of new undertakings, which, with their 
huge chimney shafts and beadgear, have transformed many of the 
former beauty spots of Sherwood Forest into busy areas of industrial 
activity. 

The question of the waste of gas through leakage was brought under 
consideration at the last meeting of the Sutton-in-Ashbfield District 
Council. The loss was attributed by Mr. H. S. Shacklock almost en- 
tirely to colliery workings—Sutton being situate in one of the most 
prolific parts of the coalfield. Mr. Shacklock, who attended the 
Urban District Councils’ Association meeting held recently in London, 
when the subject in its general bearing was discussed, pointed out that 
the average rate of leakage in gas supply was from 7 to 8 p.ct., but at 
the Association meeting they heard of cases where the leakage, when 
a colliery was being worked under a town, was anything up to 30 p.ct. 
Great damage was occasioned to gas, water, and drainage mains. The . 
contention of colliery proprietors was that they paid rates for the coal 
got under a parish, and he was surprised when he was told what they 
did contribute in rates; but whether their payments balanced the 
amount of damage done by underground operations, it was difficult to 
say. In Sutton he had no doubt they were great losers by the under- 
ground workings. The Gas Manager, in reply to questions, said 
that the high pressure through small mains had no doubt a lot to 
do with leakage. Mr. Hancock pointed out, therefore, that the fault 
did not rest altogether with the collieries. As to gas unaccounted- 
for, the present percentage locally was 20°3. The Chairman said that 
the question of providing new mains would soon have to be dealt with. 








TRADE NOTES. 


Drag-Line Excavators. 

A profusely illustrated booklet dealing with the many models of 
drag-line excavators constructed by Messrs. Ruston and Hornsby, 
of Lincoln, has recently been published. In this, not only are the 
different designs well illustrated ; they are also well described. Messrs, 
Ruston and Hornsby will be pleased to send copies to any readers who 
are interested in the subject of excavation. 


Tully Gas Plants, Ltd. 

The French Agents of Tully Gas Plants, Ltd.—the Société 
Anonyme des Appareils de Manutention and Fours Stein, of Paris— 
have secured the order for a Tully patent gasification plant of a capa- 
city of 100,000 c.ft. of gas per 24 hours, fitted with a superheater and 
waste-heat boiler, for the Usine 4 Gaz, Etaples. 








Croydon Gas Company. 


At the annual meeting on Friday of this week, the Directors will 
report that, as compared with 1922, the sale of gas in therms sbows an 
increase of 814 p.ct. In the year the number of consumers has in- 
creased by 1855, and in the same period the increase in gas appliances 
supplied by way of sale or hire has been 10,992. The price of gas has 
been reduced by 1d. per therm, making the charge in the Croydon 
district 9d. per therm. The Directors are pleased to be able to an- 
nounce a furtber reduction of one-fifth of a penny from April, 1924, 
making this price 8¢d. per therm. The reductions effected since 1921 
amount to 5d. per therm, and the gain to consumers, calculated on 
the sales of 1923, represents {226,825 per annum ; the new price being 
only 52 p.ct. above the pre-war price. Mr. Charles Hussey, who had 
been Chairman of the Company for 30 years, resigned this position in 
March last, and the Directors record their high appreciation of his 
long and valuable services, and their satisfaction that he still remains 
a member of the Board. Mr. William Cash has been elected Chair- 
man in his place. The accounts for the year show that, after deduct- 
ing the June half-year’s dividends (at the same rate as those now pro- 
posed to be paid), and providing for all fixed charges, carrying {5000 
to the reserve fund, {5000 to the insurance fund, and {2500 to the 
renewal fund, there remains for division a balance of £55,113; and 
the Directors recommend that dividends be declared for the baif-year 
at the following rates per cent. per annum, less income-tax : Prefer- 
ence stock, 74; sliding-scale stock, 64; and maximum dividend stock, 
5—leaving a balance of £22,038 to be carried to the next account. 





—_— 


Lighting Engineer for Sheffield.—At a recent meeting of the City 
Council the recommendation of the Watch Committee, that a qualified 
lighting engineer, with experience of gas and street lighting, be ap- 
pointed to take charge of the lighting department of the Corporation, 
at a commencing salary of £500 per annum, was passed. 


Doncaster Gas Exhibition.—At a meeting of the Doncaster Town 
Council lately, the Gas Committee recommended the continuance 
of an exhibition of gas-appliances and fittings which had been tempo- 
rarily opened in Scot Lane. A discussion ensued, and Mr. Hepworth 
proposed that the recommendation be referred back to the Com- 
mittee. He asserted that the Corporation by this scheme were coming 
into unfair competition with local plumbers, ironmongers, &c. In 
offering gas-stoves at a cash discount of ro p.ct., the Gas Committee 
were placing traders at a great disadvantage. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Howlstone, Alderman Dawson said that, if the 
allegations could be substantiated, it was grossly unfair that the muni- 
cipality should make traders pay rates and then enter into competition 
with them. It was urged that it was up to the Corporation to make 
the gas-works a success ; and one way of achieving that object was to 





have show premises, The recommendation was approved, 
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THE NORTH-EAST COAST COAL TRADE. 


From our Own Correspondent. 


Under the head of coking brands, the market has had an easier 
tendency during the past week. On the almost complete cessation of 
Continental demand, merchants who are holders of coking coal have 
had the greatest difficulty in placing cargoes at any price, or in getting 
consumers to take delivery of quantities already sold. Best brands 
have been done at 23s. f.0.b. and even less, and the weakness of this 
section has created an easier feeling throughout the Durham un- 
screened market. 

Gas makes have shown as much resistance as anything, and quota- 
tions evidence little change, with Wear Specials at 25s., best qualities 
(Holmside, New Pelton class) 24s. 6d., and seconds 23s. 6d. It is ex- 
pected that the London companies will be buying soon, which will 
help to maintain the recovery in this market. 

As regards the dockers’ strike, up to the time of writing the teamers 
and trimmers at the shipment places are working normally. No in- 
formation can be obtained as to the likelihood or otherwise of their 
being drawnintothedispute. If they unfortunately should be, the coal 
trade here will naturally be paralyzed, living, as it does, on shipment. 
While the teamers and trimmers are working, there is no reason why 

‘ the pits should be stopped, unless it be for want of boats. If tonnage 
becomes scarce, there may be some cheap cargoes available for those 
who can put boats in at the opportune moment ; but it is too early to 
prophesy at present what developments are likely to take place. 





YORKSHIRE AND LANCASHIRE COAL TRADE. 


From a Local Correspondent. 


The conditions of the coal trade have varied little from those of last 
week. The demand for all descriptions of coals is as great as ever. 
Probably the threatened dockers’ strike and its effect might to a 
certain extent have been the means of maintaining such demand. 
Again, the contemplated trouble with the miners at the expiration of 
the existing agreement is causing consumers of industrial coal to lay 
in stocks in anticipation of any stoppage at the collieries. The cold 
weather that we are experiencing is also the cause of an enormous 
demand for coal for domestic purposes. London has been, and is 
to-day, short of all coal. Probably the congestion of the railways, 
which has not yet righted itself since the unfortunate railway strike, 
has a great deal to do with this shortage. At the time of writing, there 
is every appearance of a dockers’ strike; and should fears in that 
direction materialize, it will undoubtedly have its effect on English 
supplies of coal. It is fully anticipated that the export trade, if not 
in the first hours of the strike, will, before many days are over, come 
to a standstill, with the inevitable result that the coal will fall on to 
the home market. 

So far as gas coal is concerned, many works appear to have good 
supplies. Prices remain exceedingly firm for all classes of coal. 





COAL TRADE IN THE MIDLANDS. 


From our Local Correspondent. 


The trade has seldom had a more harassing time than that through 
which it is now passing. Consumers are clamouring for supplies which 
it is quite impossible to give. Hard-pressed gas engineers are eagerly 
on the look-out for spot lots to tide them over the disorganization which 
the railway strike has left behind; but there are, of course, very few 
of these to be had. Those that are obtainable command 35, to 4s. 
above the contract prices. The strenuous endeavours that are being 
made to overtake arrears entailed by the strike in themselves aggra- 
vate the difficulties of the situation to some extent. The long distance 
which a large proportion of the freights have to be hauled slows-down 
the rate of dispatch from the pits, and miners have had to cease work 
till wagons can be returned from re-loading. With consumptive de- 
mand at its height, the loss of output is seriously felt, and it must con- 
tinue to be felt for some time to come. There is urgent pressure for 
household and industrial supplies from both the London and Birming- 
ham districts. The stocks that were accumulated in the Birmingham 
zone owing to the short-circuiting of traffic during the strike have all 
been worked off, and latterly manufacturers have been glad to put up 
with almost any description of coal, if only they could keep their plants 
going. The premiums added to prices of slacks, nuts, beans, and some 
better-grade coals have been withdrawn to a large extent. Current 
prices are in most cases about ts. above those ruling before the strike ; 
but in some instances the excess is not more than 6d, 


ss 
— 








Driffield Gas-Works Improvements.—The Driffield Urban Dis- 
trict Couacil have decided to make important improvements of the 
plant at the gas-works, the cost of the scheme being {7500. The 
Ministry of Health have approved of the plans, and have intimated 
their willingness to grant a loan. They have also recommended the 


scheme to the Unemployment Grants Committee as a works of public 
utility. 


Price of Gas at Darlington.—It was decided at a meeting of the 
Darlington Corporation on Feb. 7 that the recent reduction of 3d. 
per rooo c.ft, in gas charges was not the outcome of a reduction in the 
wages of the men employed at the gas-works. The men’s wages had 
been reduced about twelve months ago, but since that time there had 
been anincrease. The real reason for the price reduction was an io- 
creased and increasing demand for gas; and the Council were obtain- 
ing a good income from residuals. Unless there was a large increase 
in the price of coal, the Corporation might be able to carry on next 
year with the same charge. It had been decided to place an order with 
the Whessoe Foundry and Engineering Company for a new condens- 
ing plant. This would mean a little more work for the town. 











A Satisfactory Year at Cardiff. 
Mr. Charles E. Dovey, F.C.A., J.P., addressing the shareholders at 
the annual meeting of the Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Company, saig 
he desired to congratulate them upon the past year’s working and the 


satisfactory results attained. The consumption of gas for the year 
showed an increase of over 31 million c.ft. Improved trade conditions 
had something to do with this, but undoubtedly the two reductions in 
price also contributed to the greater demand. These reductions gave 
to the consumers a sum of no less than £20,000. Practically al! the 
items of expenditure had been cut down, while certain revenue reiurns 
had improved—notably tar. Coke also had been a good market. To 
have made and sold more gas with less coal and lower wages costs 
clearly showed a notable improvement in the method of manufacture, 
whereby better all-round results from the plant wefe obtainable. That 
the employees appreciated the co-partnership system, there was no 
reason to doubt. During the past year negotiations were completed 
for the purchase of a large piece of ground adjoining the Grangetown 
works, to provide for future extensions. This land possessed railway 
and river facilities which could be developed as occasion required, 
As from Jan. 1 last, the Directors had decided further to reduce the 
price of gas by $d. per therm. The report and accounts having 
been adopted, dividends were declared of 6 p.ct. per annum on the 
ordinary stock and 44 p.ct. per annum on the preference stock. The 
Chairman then moved that the best wishes of the shareholders be 
given to Mr. George Clarry, the General Manager and Secretary, who 
was retiring from the Company that day, and said that he would 
carry with him the esteem and goodwill of everyone connected with 
the Company. Mr. Clarry had always been a most efficient guide 
in the affairs of the Company. While they all regretted the severance 
of such a long and honourable connection, Mr. Clarry had earned his 
retirement by good and faithful service, which the Directors were 
themselves placing on record in a presentation of plate at the meeting 
of the Board that day as a mark of their personal esteem and goodwill 
for Mr. Clarry. Messrs. Pearson and Harris also spoke in eulogistic 
terms of Mr. Clarry’s influential position in the gas industry, and the 
services he had rendered on public bodies, notably in the cause of 
education. The motion was carried with applause. Mr. Clarry, in 
reply, thanked the Directors and shareholders for the great kindness 
he had always received at their bands during the period of nearly 
39 years he had been connected with the Company, and trusted they 
would continue to give his successors the same consideration. 


-— 
— 


Proposed Gas Supply for Shaldon. 


Dissatisfaction was expressed at a meeting of the Teignmouth Urban 
Council at the dilatory methods of the Board of Trade in regard 
to the proposals to supply gas to Shaldon by means of a main 
under the River Teign. The Clerk reported the receipt of the follow- 
ing letter from the Mercantile Marine Department of the Board of 
Trade: ‘‘ With reference to your letter of Jan. 28 regarding the pro- 
posal of the Teignmouth Urban Council to lay a gas-main across the 
bed of the River Teign, I am directed by the Board of Trade to state 
for the information of the Council that, in cases where it is necessary 
for local authorities to obtain the sanction of the Ministry of Health 
to the raising of loans for the purposes of schemes involving the 
execution of works below high-water mark, to which the consent of 
this Department is also requisite, applications are usually considered 
concurrently by the two Departments. In such cases, it is the prac- 
tice of the Board to acquaint the Ministry with the views of this De- 
partment respecting the proposed works as soon as practicable ; but 
they usually reserve their decision upon the application for their con- 
sent until they learn from the Ministry of their decision respecting 
the application for sanction tothe loan. In these circumstances I am 
bound to suggest that the Council should proceed forthwith to submit 
an application to the Ministry of Health for their sanction to the rais- 
ing of a loan in respect of the proposed scheme, and I am to request 
that the Board may be informed when this has been done. The ques- 
tion of the acquisition of the rights and interests of the Crown on the 
tidal land which may be required for the scheme can in no case be 
dealt with until after the Ministry of Health have sanctioned a loan; 
but while the Board, if so desired, will be prepared to indicate their 
attitude as regards the scheme before the Council submit their appli- 
cation to the Ministry, they will be unable to give their consent to the 
scheme until they learn that the Ministry will sanction a loan. Inas- 
much as the Board are not in a position to say whether or not they 
will consent to the scheme, delay will be caused by awaiting the 
Board’s decision before making application to the Ministry of Health. 
Mr. Higham (the Gas Manager) said this matter had been before the 
Board of Trade since July, 1923. All that had been done since then 
was a demand for further particulars; and not until this date had the 
Board of Trade given any idea that the needs contained in their letter 
were necessary. It was agreed that if necessary the Gas Manager 
should visit the Board of Trade and endeavour to ascertain their 
views as to the likelihood or otherwise of the scheme maturing. 





_ 
ee 


Mains Under Footpaths.—In the course of his speech as Chairman 
at the annual meeting of the Ilfracombe Gas Company, Mr. R. Rowe 
remarked that the innocent therm had emerged triumphantly from the 
Board of Trade inquiry, and now one wondered what all the fuss had 
been about. Referring to the trunk road improvement and recon- 
struction scheme on foot in Devonshire, which was to involvea million 
sterling, he said that, as a member of the Devon County Council, be 
trusted care would be taken to lay new mains under patnways wherever 
possible, and to avoid the hermetical sealing of pipes of all utility - 
dertakings beneath the carriageways. Much good might be done! 
the road authorities and gas undertakings co-operated to establish a 
recognized track of mains, which would result in the least injury being 
done to roads carrying heavy traffic. Dealing with the statement 0 
accounts, the Chairman said the increase in the sale of gas during the 
past year amonnted to 15,335 therms, and the number of consumers 
had increased from 2811 to 2946. It was decided to pay a dividend - 
5 p.ct. on the preference stock and {5 17s. 6d. on the consolidate 
ordinary stock, for the year. 
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CURRENT SALES OF GAS PRODUCTS. 


The London Market for Tar, Tar Products, and Sulphate. 
Lonpon, Feb. 18. 

In the Londan tar products market pitch remains inactive. Ia the 
absence of business, speculators are suggesting ridiculously low prices ; 
but makers are not prepared to seli. Creosote remains firm at about 
od. per gallon. Ouher products are without material change. 

Tar Products in the Provinces. 
Feb. 18. 

The average values for gas-works products during last week were: 
Gas-works coal tar, 42s. 6d. to 47s. 6d. Pitch, East Coast, 50s. to 
528. 6d. f.0.b. West Coast—Manchester, 47s. 6d. to 50s. ; Liverpool, 
48s. 6d. to 518.; Clyde, 49s. 6d. to 52s. Benzole go p.ct., North, 
1s, 44d. to 18s. 5d.; crude 65 p.ct. at 120° C., g$d. to 10d. naked 
at makers’ works ; 50-90 p.ct., naked, North, 1s. 9d. to 1s. 11d. Tolu- 
ole, naked, North, 1s. 4d. to 1s, 5d., nominal. Coal tar crude naphtba 
in bulk, North, 74d. to 8d. Solvent naphtha, naked, North, 11d. 
to 1s. 1d. Heavy naphtha, North, ts. 2d. to 1s. 3d. Creosote, in 
bulk, North, liquid, 84d. to 84d.; salty, 8d. to 84d. ; Scotland, 73d. to 
8d. Heavy oils, in bulk, North, 9d.-to 93d. Carbolic acid, 60 p.ct., 
as, 14d. to 2s. 44d. prompt. Naphthalene, £15 to £16; salts, £6 to £8, 
bags included. Anthracene, “A” quality, 4d. per minimum 40 p.ct., 
purely nominal; “B” unsaleable, 


— 


An Economy Committee at Conway.—The Finance Committee of 
the Conway Town Council have had before them an elaborate report 
from the Town Clerk dealing with the financial position, and submitting 
correspondence between the Borough Treasurer and himself. The re- 
turns of the committees dealing with the current year’s estimates indi- 
cated that the gas undertaking appeared to have turned the corner, 
and would be likely to show a small profit. Thecorrespondence with the 
Borough Treasurer was more particularly in respect of the accumulated 
deficiency of the gas undertaking for past years, which had been very 
carefully considered by the Gas Committee. Proposals involving 
a definite scheme of placing this sum in a suspense account, to be 
liquidated regularly from revenue by half-yearly instalments, were 
unanimously recommended to the Finance Committee for adoption. 
Arising out of the Town Clerk's report, a long discussion took place 
ata meeting of the Gas Committee, on the subject of the administra- 
tion of the undertaking and the possibilities of economizing in various 
directions. With this object in view, it was unanimously resolved that 
the Chairman, together with the Gas Engineer (Mr. F. A. Delamotte) 
and the Gas Manager (Mr. Henry Dixon), should immediately take this 
matter in hand, and submit a report with any suggestions that they 
may consider feasible for the better and more efficient financial work- 
ing of the undertaking. 








An Enterprising Children’s Competition. 


Few of the many competitions organized now-a-days call for much 
comment, but the eighth annual “ Fairy Gas Competition for Children” 
is something outside the ordinary. In the seven years of its existence 
this competition, promoted by the British Commercial Gas Associa- 
tion, has taken many forms; but it has always proved so attractive to 
children from six to sixteen years of age as to produce some 30,000 
entries, and yet so instructive and well planned as to receive the bless- 
ing of teachers and education authorities up and down the country. 
This year, as always, it is at once a lesson and an entertainment. 
Pictures of rooms in an ordinary all-gas house are being issued. The 
pictures are full of errors, some subtle and some obvious, in the gas 
appliances themselves, in the way they are being used, and in other 
details in the rooms. Discovering the mistakes is going to prove a 
source not only of amusement, but of instruction in the proper use 
of gas—no unimportant matter when there are already over 8,000,000 
gas consumers in these islands, and the number goes up every year. 
The rising generation stands to gain in far more ways than one by 
entering for the prizes offered. An additional feature of interest this 
year is to be the distribution of prizes to the chief prize-winners at the 
British Empire Exhibition—probably in July. 


<i 
——— 


Gas Lecture at Doncaster.—Mr. Robert Watson, Gas Engineer to 
the Doncaster Corporation, recently gave a lecture to the local 
Y.M.C.A. Debating Society on the discovery and application of gas as 
an illuminant, and its development for heating, power, and other uses. 
He traced the history of the gas industry, and described something of 
the Doncaster gas undertaking, mentioning that gas can be used for 
over 3000 different purposes. He urged consumers to have their pipes 
and burners kept clean, and guaranteed that, if this were done, there 
would be no cause for complaint of the Doncaster gas service. The 
address was followed by discussion, in which Alderman Morris, who is 
about to retire from the chairmanship of the Gas Committee after 
many years’ service, joined; and a vote of thanks was accorded to 
Mr. Watson. 


Trading Committees and the Rates at Birmingham.—Thanks to 
a contribution of £100,000 from profits to the relief of the rates by the 
three Trading Committees of the Birmingham Corporation, it has been 
found possible to keep the rates for the ensuing year at the present 
amount of 16s. in the pound. The respective grants are: Gas Com- 
mittee, £42,000; Electric Supply Committee, £31,000; and Tramways 
Committee, £27,000. The yield of a 1d. rate is £20,550. The esti- 
mates of expenditure by the various Corporation Committees have been 
substaatially reduced. Three years ago the Birmingham City Council 
decided to ration expenditure so as to stabilize the rates, which were 
then 18s. in the pound, and this policy has, over four years, enabled 
a reduction of 2s. in the rates to be effected. The profit yield of the 
three Trading Committees is again becoming normal. 
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Fleetwood Gas Company.—The half-yearly report of the Com- 
pany shows an expenduure on capital account of £2226. The revenue 
account reveals a profit of £1781,.réduced by loan interest to £1397 
The Directors recommend ibis sum should be allocated as follow-: 
£29? 10 payment of dividend of 7} p.ct. on the preference stcck; £895 
as a dividend of 5 p.ct. on the oidinary stock (iess income-tax) ; toe 
balance of £212 to be carried forward. . 


Fatal Explosion at a Tar Works.—Serious damage was caused by 
a fire which tollowed an explosion on Tuesday of last week at the 
Midland Tar Distilling Works, Queensferry, a branch of Messrs. 
Jos+pbh Turner's Chemical Works, situated on the banks of the Dee, 
pear Chester. Samuel Catherall was killed in the explosion, by which 
burning tar was scattered over a radius of 80 yards, setting the electric 
power-bouse and other buildings on fire. 


Sale of Dover Gas Shares and Stock.—There was a large attend 
apce on Feb. 7 at the Dover Iosutute Hall, when Messrs. Worsfold 
and Hayward offered for sale by auction £540 worth of stock and 
shares in the Dover Gas Company. Fourteen {10 gas shares were 
put up in two lots of 5 and g—the five realizing {12 per share, and the 
nine {12 5s. Four lotsof £100 ordinary gas stock made £122 10s, 
£122 tos., £120, and £122 Ios, respectively. 

Okehampton Guardians and the Gas Company.—Mr. J. Fugler 
presided at a meeting of the Okehampton Guardians, when a letter was 
read from the Okehampton Gas Company in reply to a complaiat as 
to tbe quality of the gas supplied to the Lastitution, The letter stated 
that trouble had been experienced at the works during the recent floods, 
which affected the quality of the gas; and as it was a matter either ot 
temporarily cutting off the supply or reducing the pressure, the latter 
course was adopted. It was a mistaken idea that the Company were 
selling gas of an inferior quality, foc it was not in their own interests to 
do so. It was reported that the supply bad much improved. 


Lea Bridge District Gas Compaay.—The report to be submitted 
at next Tuesday’s meeuog of the Company states that the sale of gas 
in 1923 shows an increase of 8 33 p.ct. over that of 1922. During the 
year tne price of gas was reduced from rid. to 10d. per therm; and 
as from Jan. 1, 1924. it has been furtber reduced to o}$d. per therm. 
Tne amount of profit available for dividend, including the sum of 
£16,872 brought forward, and deducting the dividends at the rates of 
5 p.ct. per annum on the preference and 6} p.ct. per annum on the 
con:olida'ed ordinary stock (both less income-tax), paid for the half- 
year to June 30, 1s £26 884. from which sum the Directors recommend 
the declaration of divideads for the last balf-year at the rates of 5 p.ct. 
per anoum oa the preference stock aod 6} p.ct. per anoum on tne con- 
solidated ordinary stock (both less income-tax), and that the sum of 
£1823 be carried to the credit of reserve fund, leaving £17,041 to be 
carried forward. 


Bury St. Edmunds Gas Company.—The annual meeting of the 
Ompany was neld at the works on Feb. 8, Mr. J. W. Green pre- 
siding. The Directors reported that business througbout the year had 
been satisfactory, and that the balance of £3949 to the credit of the 
revenue account showed a small increase compared with 1922. Pay- 
ment of the following dividends in respect of the second.half-year 
was recommended: Oa the 1849 capital, ros. per share; on the 1859 
capital, 7s. 6d, per share; on the 1879 capital, 7s. per share; makiog 
for the whole year dividends of 20s., 15s., and 14s. per share respec- 
tively—the same as for the previous year. The Chairman, in moving 
the adoption of the report, showed that the consumption of gas had 
been well maintained. In the year 1923 it was 414 million c.ft.; in 
i913 it amounted to 51 million c.ft., and in 1923 to 67} million c.fr. 
‘Ibe Directors intended to reduce the price of gas by 2}$:. per 1000C.fr. 
from April 1. Thbhaoks were accorded to Mr. H. R. Whimster (the 
Bagioeer and Manager) and Mr. A. Quiver Lusher (Secretary). 

Cambridge Gas Company.—The general meeting of theshareholders 
was bela on Feb. 12. Toe Directors recommended the declaration 
of a dividend at the usual rates, less income-tax, for the half-year 
ended Dec. 31, 1923 The reduction in the price of ccal and other 
Costs of manufacture enabled the D.rectors to 1educe the price of gas, 
as from Midsummer last, from 91, to 84d. per therm, and also to make 
another reduction at Christmas to 81. A balance of £24,040 was 
carried to profit and loss account. Out of this the interest on mort- 
gage bonds, the dividend onthe share capital, and the income-tax had 
to be paid. The-Chairman, Mr. E H. Parker, said that the large in- 
crease in business bad made enlargements necessary. The expense for 
these would probably amount to £89,000. In 1903, they employed 
12s. 3d. capital for every 1000 c.ft. of gas sold; to-day, by the use of 
mechanical processes, and largely through the skill and care of their 
Engineer and Manager (Mr. T. W. Auchterlonie) this had been re- 
duced to 7s. 11d. per 1000 c.ft. sold. During 1923 the make of gas 
amounted to 673 million c.ft.—an increase of 28 million c.ft. on the 
previous year, There were now 16,137 ordinary and prepayment con- 
sumers—an increase of 301 during the year. 

Scarborough Gas Company.—The annual meeting was held on 
Feb. 9. The Directors recommended the payment of the usual divi- 
dends on the ordinary stocks for the year ended Dec 31, 1923, at the 
rate of 5 p.ct. perannum. After placing £6912 to the credit ot reserve 
account, which now stands at the maximum amount permitted, there 
remains a balance on the profit and loss account of £270 to carry for- 
ward. The sale of gas for the year shows an increase of 17 million 
c.ft. (3°75 p.ct.) over the previous twelve months. The Chairman 
(Mr. W. S. Rowntree) announced that after the March meter read- 
ings the price to ordinary coosumers will be reduced from 3s. 6d. to 
38. 3d. per 1000 c.ft. Allowing for 74 p.ct. discount, the net price 
will then be 3s. per 1000 c.ft., which, with gas of 450 B.Th.U. calo- 
rific value, is equal to a charge of 84, per therm. Ina addition, prepay- 
ment meters are to be altered to give 25 c.ft. per 1d. Reference 
was made to theexcellent work of Mr. Phillip Allan (‘he Engineer and 
Manager) and the staff. Mr. Allan, responding to the appreciation, 
mentioned the subject of public lighting. [Notice of the intended im- 
provements to the lighting of the town has already been given in the 
*JouRNAL.”] The scheme in hand was not a patchy one, but com- 

prehensive, Indeed, the intensity of the lighting on the foreshore 
would probably be greater than that in Whitehall. 
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In view of possible political surprises, there , p.ct. War Loan closed at par, Conversion 
was considerable nervousness on the Stock Ex- | Loan 75%, and small improvements were 
change at the beginning of last week ; but the | marked in other Home Goveroment securitie- 
absence of any sensational developments when | at the end of the week, Tne two big issues of 
Parliament opened, helped to restore confi- | capital—the Japanese 6 p.ct. Loan and the 
dence. On the whole the week was uneventful. | Debentures at the same rate per cent. in the 
It was anticipated that the dock strike would be | Anglo-Newfoundland Development Company 
averted ; but the element of doubt, which un- | —assisted by a large proportion of “stag” ap- 
fortunately proved to be justified, tended to plications, were quickly over-subscribed. The 
restrict business in most of the markets. Gene- | West Australian Loan failed to find support, 
rally speaking, prices were steacy—British | and the underwriters were required to take up 
Funds showing a tendency to harden. Five ’ nearly half of their commitments. 
ANTE-WAR PRICES AND DIVIDENDS, LATEST DIVIDENDS, AND LAST WEEK’S TRANSACTIONS, 
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The announcements of the Home Railway 
dividends, which had been optimistically 
awaited, brought disappoin'ment in the case of 
tbe London Midland and Scottish Company, 
but satisfaction in the case of the Great 
Western. 

A feature of the Miscellaneous Market was 
the success, as shown by the reports so far 
issued, of the big London stores, the shares of 
which were consequently in great demand. 

Gas Company dividend announcements also 
continue to givesatisfaction, Tne reports of the 
Bristol, Croydon, Hornsey, Newcastle, Portsea 
Island, Swansea, and Tottenham Companies 
received during the week show good progress 
and declare the same, or slightly higher, divi- 
dends. The following price-changes took 
place on the week: British ordinary rose 3 
points, to 120-125, Gas Light ordinary fell 1, 
to QI 93 e* div., Maidstone 5 p.ct. rose 2, to 
127-132. Primitiva 5 p.ct. preference 3, to 14 13, 
South Metropolitan ordinary advanced }, 10 
96 98, and preference 1, to 98 roo. 

The following transactions were recorded 
during the week: Oa Monday, Bournemouth 
“B” 12, British 120, 121. Commercial 4 pct. 
96. Continental Union 3.4 31, Gas Light and 
coke 92. 924, 92} 928. 924, 92% 93, ex div., 
4 p.ct. prete:rence 774, 772 78. 784. e¥ div., 3 
p.ct. debenture 59, Imperial Coounental 145%, 
1474, Liverpool 7 p.ct. preference 106%. Primi- 
tva 73. 3d., 7s. 6d., 7s. 7§d., 83. 34., 8s. 64., 
5 p.ct. preference 31%., 318. 91., 328. I$d., 
South Metropolitan 964, 96%. 97}. Supple- 
mentary prices, Brenitord 74 p.ct. mortgeges, 
Chester 5 p.ct. maximum 893. On Tuesday, 
Brighton and Hove “A” 130, British r2t, 
European 6§, Gas Light and Coke gr, 91%, 
92, 92}. ex div., 4 p.ct. preference 774 ¢x div., 
3 p.ct. debenture 584, Imperial Coounental 
145, 147, Montevideo 55, Pcimitiva 7s. 7$d., 
5 p.ct. preference 32;., South Metropolitan 
964, 974 6 p.ct. debenture 1033, Swansea 
7 p.ct. preference 102, Wandsworto “ B” 112, 
Epsom 5 p.ct. 112. On Wednesday, Brent- 
tord “A” 98, British 122¢ European 7, Gas 
Light and Coke 91}. 92 ex div., 4 p.ct. pre- 
ference 77}, 784 ex aiv., 3 p.ct. debenture 58, 
583, 594, Imperiai Continental 146}, Maidstone 
5 p.ct. 131, Oriental 102, Primitiva 5 p.ct. pre- 
ference 31s. 94., 32s., South Metropolitan 973, 
972%. 3 p.ct. debenture 584, 6} p.ct. debeniwe 
1044, South Suburban 5 p.ct. debenture 97, 
Tottenham “ B” 101, Supplementary prices, 
Bahia Blanca “ B” 64., Romford 7 p.ct. “ B” 
73%. Ono Thursday, Alliance and Dublin 67, 
673. 684, Bombay 54, Commercial 4 p.ct. 94, 
34 p.ct. 96, 3 p.ct. debenture 57, Gas Lignt 
aod Coke 91} 914, 91%. o1$, 92 e# div., 4 pct. 
preference 774, Hong Kong and China 16}, 
Imperial Continental 145, 1454, 146, 1474, 
Maidstone 5 p.ct. 130, South Me:ropoliuan 968, 
Swansea 7 p.ct. preference 103}, Tottenpam 
“B” 101%. Supplementary prices, Croydon 
4pct. debenture 78, Danish 4, Lea Bridge 7 
p.ct. debenture 1.2, 103 On Friday, Alder- 
shot 4 p.ct. preference 714, 72 ex div., Alliance 
aod Dublin 67, 68}, 683, Bombay 54, Brighton 
aod Hove origina! 1754, British 123 Commer- 
cial 3} p.ct. 96, Gas L.xht and Coke 92 ex div., 
3 p.ct. debenture 58, 59, Imperial Continectal 
146} 148, Primitiva 83. 14d., 8s. 3d., 85. gi., 
5 p.ct. preference 323., 32s. od., 333., 33S. 34., 
348., South Metropolitan 964, 974. 3 p.ct. de- 
benture 58$. Supplementary prices, Southend 
4 p.ct. debenture 754. 

Although the Treasury Bills applications 
were for a larger amount than tbe previous 
week, the average rate dropped slightly to 
£3 tos. 571d. p.ct. The rate was lower than 
was anucipated, and many tenders failed to 
secure an allotment. Discounts were easier in 
consequence, 

There was very little flactuation in the prin- 
cipal Foreign Exchanges compared with the 
previous week. French and Belgian francs, 
however, were weaker; the former at 96, and 
the latter at 112.20. The state of the toreign 
exchanges is, of course, a serious handicap to 
gas companies operating in France. On the 
other hand, the improvement in the value of 
the rupee, which closed at 1s. 54,4. following 
the rise in the Indian Bank rate, will benefit 
the two Indian Gas Companies. 

The Bank rate is 4 p.ct., to which it was 
raised from 3 p.ct. on July.5. Bankers’ deposit 
rates are 2 p.ct. The deposit rates of the dis- 
count houses are 2 p.ct. at call. and 2} p.ct. at 
notice, 
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Barnsley Gas Price Agitation.—At the annual meeting of the 
Barnsley Chamber of Trade, a report was submitted with respect to the 
efforts of the Chamber to secure cheaper gas for manfacturing purposes 
in the Barnsley District. It was contended that the price charged by 
the Gas Company was an adverse factor in the competition of local 
firms with those in other towns, where gas for power purposes was 
provided at a lower cost. But for a misunderstanding, the opposition 
to the Company's Special Order would, it was thought, have been 
‘considerably strengthened by the evidence prepared by a member of 
the Chamber who had agreed to attend the hearing at the Hous? 
of Commons. In his speech to the shareholders, the Chairman of 
the Company said the average dividend of 8} p.ct. taken over the 
whole of the capital was small. 
ceive a deputation was refused. The report of a technical expert 
called in by the Chamber to examine the Company’s balance-sheet 
for the year ended June last, stated that the present feeling of dis- 
satisfaction in Barnsley over the price of gas should be a warning to 
the Directors that it was possible to go too far with this policy. The 
President of the Chamber (Mr. R. J. Plummer) expressed regret at 
the attitude taken up by the Chairman of the Company. 





A deputation from the Horwich District Council have met a Sub- 
Committee of the Bolton Gas Committee, regarding the Council's 
application for a further reduction in price, with special reference to 
the increased charge of 3d. for Horwich above that of Bolton. The 
question was considered from all points, and the decision of the Gas 
Committee is being awaited. 


A request for the Directors to re- | 





The Bangor (co. Down) Urban District Council have applied to 
the Northern Ireland Government for sanction to a loan of £6000 for 
gas-main extensions. 


The Sunderland Gas Company propose to create and issue further 
ordinary stock of a nominal value not exceeding £50,000, making with 
the ordinary stock issue in March, 1921, and March, 1923, £95,200~— 
being part of the additional capital authorized to be raised by section 
24 of the Company’s Act of 1919. The additional £50,000 of stock is 
to be offered for sale at such times as the Directors shall determine, 

The Shipley Urban District Council gas workers are noi only 
provided with new baths and a club room, as reported in a recent 
“JourNAL,” but the Gas Committee are encouraging the develop. 
ment of a sports organization among the men. The Chairman of the 
District Council (Mr. G. Birbeck) has just offered prizes for the best 
batting and bowling averages in the works cricket team, and the 
Chairman of the Gas Committee (Mr. E. Hyde) and Councillor A, 
Hardy have promised prizes for fielding. 

On Saturday evening last, the employees of Messrs. George 
Wilson Gas Meters had their annual dinner at the Railway Hotel, 
Foleshill, Coventry, and it was acclaimed by general consent a great 
success. Mr. E. Windsor spoke on behalf of the employees, and Mr, 
J. H. Wilson responded for the firm and staff. He referred to the very 
amicable relations existing all through the various departments and 
branches, and also to the prosperity of the firm. The recent gas 
exhibition in Birmingham, and new inventions applied to gas-meters, 
coupled with the extra energy displayed by both workmen and staff, 
had gone far towards securing this prosperity. 








THE 


GAS SALESMAN’S DIARY 
for 1924 


(With Useful Data for Reference). 


Price (post free), in Cloth Binding, 3/6; 


in Paste Grain Leather, 5/-. 


(Please send remittance with order, unless you have an account open in our books.) 


The Diary at each opening gives the six working days of the week, with spaces for the details of engagements. 
The Useful Data which have been compiled occupy many pages at the end of the book; and blank pages are 


provided for notes for corresponding local data. 


Included is information regarding the officers and membership of 


the Salesmen’s Circles; and a complete Index to the Data and other matter is provided. 





A Gas Salesman urites: 
“ Just as ‘THe Gas SaLesman’ is an ever-ready source of instruction, so will the Diary be an ever- 


ready source of reference. 


It is indeed an excellent publication, and should find a place in the 


equipment of everyone employed on the selling side.” 





WALTER KING, LTD., 


“THE GAS SALESMAN,”’ 


11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 4, 





NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, ADVERTISERS, AND SUBSCRIBERS. 


No notice can be taken of anonymous communications. 


Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘‘ JOURNAL” must be authenticated 


by the name and address of the writer—not necessarily for publication, but as a proof of good faith. 


COPY FOR ADVERTISEMENTS for the ‘‘ JOURNAL ” should 
be received at the Office NOT LATER than TWELVE O’CLOCK 
NOON ON TUESDAY, to ensure insertion in the following day’s 
issue. 


Orders to Alter or Stop PERMANENT ADVERTISEMENTS 
should be received by the FIRST POST on Monday. 


UNDISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS; Situations Wanted, Six 
Lines and under (about 36 words), 3s.; each additional Line, 6d. 
Situations Vacant, Apparatus Wanted and for Sale, Contracts, Public 
Notices, &c., 9d. per Line—minimum, 4s. 6d. 


Telegrams: ‘‘ GASKING, FLEET LONDON.” 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION to the ‘‘ JOURNAL.” 


ONE YEAR. HALF-YEAR, QUARTER. 
United \ Advance Rate:  35/- 18/- 10/- 
Kingdom j Credit Rate : 40/- 21/- 11/6 
Dominions and | 35/- Bs a 
Payable in Advance - m 
Abroad (in the Pos!al Union), q nan 
Payable in Advance } 40/ 22/6 12/6 
In payment of subscriptions for ‘‘ JourNats ”’ sent abroad, Post 


Office Orders or Bankers’ Drafts on London only are accepted. 
All Communications, Remittances, &c., to be addressed to 


WALTER KING, LIMITED, 11, Bott Court, FLeet STREET, 
Lonvon, E.C. 4. 


Telephone: Holborn 6857. 





OXIDE OF IRON 


FOR SALE OUTRIGHT, OR ON LOAN, 


J. 


SPENT OXIDE 


PURCHASED IN ANY DISTRICT. 





‘GAS PURIFICATION & CHEMICAL CO., LTD., 
PALMERSTON HovsE, 
Otp Broap STREET, Lonpon, E.C.2. 


" OLCANIC” FIRE CEMENT. 
Resists 4500° Fahr. Best for Gas-Works. 
ANDREW STEPHENSON, Gresham House, Old Broad 
Street, Lonpon, E.C. ‘ Volcanism, London.” 





& J. BRADDOCK (Branch of Meters 
Limited), Globe Meter Works, OLDHAM, and 
45 & 47, Westminster Bridge Road, Lonpon, 8.E. 1. 
WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, PREPAYMENT 
METERS, STATION METERS AND GOVERNORS, 
REPAIRS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION, 
Telephones: 815, Oldham, and 2412 Hop, London. 


Telegrams— 
“Brappock, OLDHAM,’’ and ‘*METRIQUE, LAMB, LonDoN.”’ 


MEWBURN, ELLIS, & CO., 
HARTERED PATENT AGENTS AND 


TRADE MARK AGENTS, 
70 & 72, Chancery Lane, London, W.C,2. 
Telegrams: ‘‘ Patent, London.” 
And 8, St. Nicholas Buildings, Newcastle-on-Tyre. 


OXIDE OF IRON. 
SPENT OXIDE BOUGHT. 
ALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


33, St. Mary at Hitt, Lonpon, E.C.3. 
Phone: Minories 1481. 


“TORTO” FIRE CEMENT. 
ALE & CHURCH, LTD. 


83, St. Mary av Hitx, London, 
Phone: Minories 14+}. 
“KLEENOFF,”’ THE COOKER CLEANSER. 


Tins for Sale to Consumers. 
In Bulk for Works Use. 


EB C.3. 


ALE & CHURCH, LTD., 
38, St. Mary at Hitz, Lonpon, 
Phone: Minories 1484. 


Phone 243 Holborn. 
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